Girls’ Education
in Pakistan

Pakistan has the second highest number of children
out of school in the world. 1
11.1 million
In 2014, around 11.1 million children of
primary and lower secondary age were
not in school.2

5.5 years of schooling
In 2012, girls completed an average
of 5.5 years of schooling compared
with an overall average of 6.3 years.
The poorest girls only completed an
average of 0.76 years.3

48% enrolled

48% of the poorest girls aged 5-16 are
enrolled in school, compared to 68% of
the poorest boys the same age.6

Only 1 in 10
Girls make up just 42% of secondary
school students, and only one in 10 will
complete their secondary education.2

Only 68% of 15-23 year-old girls can read and
write, compared with 83% of boys the same age.2
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Every child should receive 12 years of
free education
Pakistan’s Right to Education Act guarantees every child age five to 16 the right to
free and compulsory education. But the Act does not cover the final two years of
secondary education girls need to thrive -- and build a better future for their families,
communities and country.
Pakistan’s education system is also critically under-resourced; the government is
failing to meet financial commitments promised in the Right to Education Act.

The Pakistan
Government has
endorsed the
new Sustainable
Development Goal
(SDG) 4 on Education
to ensure all girls and boys complete
free, equitable and quality primary and
secondary education by 2030.
However, the education budget was
short of $565 million USD in order to be
able to provide 12 years of education for
all children in Pakistan in 2015.4
The Pakistan Coalition for Education
and Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi are
advocating for the following policy
changes and funding increases to
meet SDG 4:
•

•

The federal government should
develop and publish a plan to
meet their commitment of paying
an additional 1% GDP per year for
education in 2016 and reaching a
minimum of 4% GDP by 2018, and
commit to publish an annual report
of progress against this plan.
Efficiently utilize the allocated
education budget to cover both
lower and higher secondary
education as part of the Right
to Education Act that will ensure
a 12 year cycle of education for all
children.

If Pakistan gave all
girls a full 12 years of
school, the outcomes
would include:
Economic

Growth

Increasing the number of women completing secondary education by just 1% could
increase Pakistan’s economic growth by 0.3%.2

Increased

Wages

Working women in Pakistan with a high level of literacy skills earn 95% more than
women with weak or no literacy skills.5

Fewer

Children

Only 30% of Pakistani women with no education believe they can have a say over
the number of children they have, compared to 52% among women with primary
education and 63% with lower secondary education.3
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This fact sheet contains Global Education Monitoring Report statistics on the status of education in Pakistan
taken from its global costing analysis of achieving the fourth Sustainable Development Goal on Education,
in addition to the WIDE database on education inequalities (www.education-inequalities.org).

