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Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) is a citizen-led, household-based survey. 
It was conducted in 2021 during Covid-19 across 152 rural districts of Pakistan 
assessing the learning outcomes of children aged 5-16 while also collecting 
information on the impact of the pandemic on learning and other household 
indicators . The survey gives an overview of the learning competencies (grades 
2/3-lower primary) of Pakistan's children whether in-school or out of school. This 
is achieved by mobilizing partners (20) and volunteers to conduct the survey. This 
citizen-led initiative trains and mobilizes mainly youth volunteers as enumerators, 
holding the education system accountable. The volunteers/enumerators are 
mobilized who have at least a graduate degree, have a mobile phone and a passion 
to highlight the challenges of the education sector as active citizens. In ASER 2021, 
11,000 educated enumerators were provided three days of rigorous field based 
training, to conduct the oral one-to-one assessment in homes, triangulated by 
information from the households and visits to the local schools. 

Through training and experience, ASER enables our ordinary-extraordinary 
citizens every year to assess the quality of education in Pakistan through a large 
body of open source evidence. We as local partners, who take part every year, 
reach out to randomly selected distant communities and households, have gained 
confidence to knock on doors to ask about a fundamental constitutional right 
under article 25 A. 

We feel that our contribution is extremely important, not just because we provide 
assistance in collection of the annual data mapping children's learning progress, 
but because our aim is to put this information into the hands of parents and other 
local actors on the ground, enabling them to hold schools and local officials 
accountable for learning outcomes. We take immense pride in becoming an 
indispensable part of the ecosystem for change: both as a means to raise 
awareness around low learning levels and 'a force for bottom-up accountability 
and action to improve childrens learning in schools.

With these successes in hand, ASER Pakistan has the potential to go to great 
distance from data to action. Partnerships facilitated by ITA Teams through ASER 
Pakistan, not only enhance learning opportunities but also provide a platform for 
all civil society organizations to come together and  build solutions with local 
people at the centre. We believe, that ASER/ITA Pakistan, through solid 
partnerships has the capacity to bring a meaningful and positive impact for 
education in Pakistan in the years to come as an entitlement for each child, 
adolescent and youth; and we will always be there as believers and activists for 
such a citizen led movement -from assessment to action !

Message from Local Partners  
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Message from Development Partners  

The massive and unprecedented disruption due to the Covid-19 pandemic has raised many 

challenges for education systems globally, and in Pakistan. Within the larger set of questions 

of the economy and health, there are many related to children and their education. This was a 

crisis within a crisis: even before the pandemic, learning levels were too low with 75% of 

children unable to read a simple story by the age of ten. The government responded to the 

pandemic by shutting down schools and, within days, coming up with solutions for continuity 

of learning. The efforts of the government through partnerships for reaching out to children at 

their homes and in their communities during the pandemic are to be lauded.   

Although a lot of digital content was volunteered, crowdsourced and transmitted to help 

children continue to learn while at home, there is limited evidence on the extent to which this 

content reached children. In Pakistan, a number of studies have been done on the impact of 

the COVID-19 pandemic since the first extended lockdown was announced, but few cover 

learning outcomes from the layered lens of equity and gender, any across various 

geographies.   

The longstanding citizen-led ASER Pakistan (rural) Report is welcome evidence from 152 

districts nationwide. Committed to the principle of 'from assessment to action” for learning, 

ASER Pakistan has been collecting rich data trends on quality, inclusion, access and equity 

since 2010. Led by teams from Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi (ITA) and its partners, it is a social 

movement for learning accountability and action.  ITA and its 20 field partners including the 

National Commission for Human Development (NCHD) mobilized 11,000 educated 

volunteer/enumerators for this mammoth and critical undertaking. 

The value of ASER Pakistan 2021 (rural) covering all provinces and areas of the country is its 

scale. It reached 247,978 children (3-16 years) from September-November 2021, a rare period 

of 'back to school' in relative continuity during COVID-19, barring brief school closures in some 

districts of the country. The method and practice of citizen- led data collection for learning at 

scale is a juggernaut for measuring quality, equity, access and inclusion for 3-16 year-olds, 

providing a rare and consistent look of the situation across the country.  

As development partners supporting ASER Pakistan for many years, it is a bold public good, its 

methodology is validated by the UNESCO Institute of Statistics (UIS) and the data utilised for 

national global reports and sector plans to take action for improved foundational literacy and 

numeracy. We remain highly invested in promoting inclusive and equitable education to 

improve foundational learning in Pakistan. We are cognisant that half of school-going children 

in Pakistan do not learn the basics despite having spent at least 4 years in school and therefore 

commend ITA for producing an important and timely report that brings constructive attention 

to the ongoing learning crisis, especially during Covid-19, for positive mitigation measures. 

We thanks ITA, its partners, youth and volunteers in Pakistan for this important report.

The value of ASER Pakistan is anchored in ownership by key stakeholders and decision makers 

committed to bold actions to meet national aspirations and targets of article 25-A and SDG 4.
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Baela Raza Jamil
CEO, Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi (ITA)

Resilience & Resolve for Reforms: 
ASER Rural Pakistan 2021 on Education & Learning 

1.  Azevedo, J. P., Hasan, A., Goldemberg, D., Iqbal, S. A., and Geven, K. (2020). Simulating the potential impacts of covid-19 
school closures on schooling and learning outcomes: A set of global estimates. World Bank Policy Research Working Paper.; 
www.aserpakistan.org 
Girls Education and COVID 19 in Pakistan (2021) Malala Fund: 
https://assets.ctfassets.net/0oan5gk9rgbh/5NYWB1DMSyo5a8VaQfOg7t/0386baa8673eecf0c4589be9f5c1be73/Pakistan_Rep
ort_16_MF.pdf  
2. Andrabi, T., Daniels, B., Das, J. 2020. Human Capital Accumulation and Disasters: Evidence from the Pakistan Earthquake of 
2005. RISE Working Paper Series. 20/039. https://doi.org/10.35489/BSG-RISE-WP_2020/039 
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chools in Pakistan have been shuttered intermittently since February 2020 S(Sindh) and, the rest of the country since mid-March 2020. The longest school 
closure across Pakistan was from March to August 2020. Two years of the 

pandemic has witnessed extraordinary actions both by the government and the 
households; these are vital spaces where the child's best interests are likely to be 
recognized, nurtured and served. Emergencies, especially prolonged ones teach many 
lessons especially when data is available at scale to inform and design actionable 
initiatives. It is thus critical to highlight evidence-based challenges and trends that 
speak to the elements of resilience and resolve for reforms at a system level to bolster 
learning nationwide. These trends continue to be informed by data, country reports 
and surveys about 'learning losses' (WB/ITA/CDG 2020/21)¹, persistent learning gaps 
over time due to emergencies (Andrabi et. Al 2020)², equity concerns across poorest 
and richest households with respect to technology access, gender and inclusion.   

ASER Pakistan 2021 (rural) is the first dataset at scale since March 2020, covering 152 
districts of Pakistan as a National Education Survey during an unprecedented 
emergency. It reached 247,978 children 3-16 in 87,415 households, 4420 villages and 
5698 schools (4096 government) through 11,000 volunteers and 20 civil society 
organizations including the National Commission of Human Development (NCHD). 
This survey is unique as it was conducted during a rare window of relative stability 
when schools remained more or less opened between September to November 2021. 
This was the largest of seven surveys conducted by ITA during the pandemic (ECE/4, 
Learning Losses/1, Urban Slums pilot and ASER 2021). Of these, three were 
virtual/telephonic, one face to face on an app entry and two with pen and paper face 
to face.  Compared to the 'learning losses' survey in 16 districts in four provinces 
during February -March 2021, the ASER Pakistan 2021 (rural) is a nationwide survey at 
a time when children had a longer contact time in school with perhaps more 
established home and school routines. The results are interpreted against this 
backdrop.  

What do learning trends tell us? Did we maintain, drop or exceed 2019 learning levels?   
Learning levels of children (in class 5 and class 3) mapped to grade 2 competencies 
have declined especially in Urdu/Sindhi and Pashto by 3-4% compared to 2019, whilst 
English competencies have been maintained and/or exceeded from 2019 level (1-4%) 
and Arithmetic competencies declined from 1-6 percent in grades 3 and 5 respectively. 
The score card on learning for grades 3, 5 and 8 highlights learning bottlenecks that 
persist when not supported at foundational levels in grade 3.  

http://www.aserpakistan.org


The crisis of learning that pre dates the pandemic with only 15% and 20% children 
having some foundational literacy and numeracy for grade 3 points towards 'lost 
generations' in the making. This age group needs urgent action at scale covering lower 
primary levels (K-3) or 3-8 years to bridge the gaps early not just for learning, but also 
gender and equity. 

The private school edge over government schools was maintained for literacy (61% vs. 
54%) whilst in arithmetic both government and private schools were at par (38%). 

What did children have to say about their learning support systems? 

Children's response on Learning Support at home. The citizen led methodology has 
core principles of ensuring that learning measures are taken one on one from the child 
for direct light tough assessments. The COVID-19 ASER national survey gathered 
information from children (5-16 years old) directly on 'learning support' at home. The 
results are illuminating with the highest support attributed to 'family members”

From 2020 March to December 2021  there is a clear support mix at household level 
for continuity of learning that has set aside the myth or perception that parents are 
passive and/or disinterested in their children's learning; even in low literacy 
households there is evidence of mothers engaging in active storytelling and other 
activities with their children (ITA, 2021). There is hope for bridging the traditional 
notion of 'home-school divide' where homes are simply considered vacant inactive 
spaces when it comes to learning support. This is a significant positive trend captured 
during the ASER Pakistan 2021 survey in rural areas. On the one hand it provides us 

Percentage of Children in Grades 3, 5 & 8 who could perform Grade 2 level competencies
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Learning Comparisons - Literacy & Numeracy 2019
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ئب جا 1 2 3

Support on Learning at Home (%): response by children across Pakistan

National  Sindh  Balocistan  Punjab  KP  ICT GB AJK 

Family Members 68 79 65 63 70 71 68 65 

TV/TeleSchool 57 69 39 68 45 89 45 52

SMART Phones 37 31 29 45 41 62 34 39

Computer 29 20 35 31 37 95 37 14 

Digital Learning 14 14 05 12 21 21 14 10 

Radio  06 05 03 11 08 67 04 03 

Paid Tuitions 27 27 11 35 20 25 18 21
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room for optimism with respect to household resilience on providing multi-level 
learning support, and on the other, households must be considered a vibrant partner 
for continuity of learning. The learning support at home ranges from a high of 68% by 
family members to technology supported measures including: TV/TeleSchool 57%, 
Smart phones 37%, Computer 29%, other Digital learning 14% to radio 06%. It is 
heartening to know that TeleSchool is continuing to see a higher engagement from 35 
% in March 2021 to almost double by November 2021 in rural areas. What can be done 
to build on these positive trends within households at the system level?

Classroom Observations: Classroom observation was marked yes if children have their 
textbooks available for at least of one subject. For government schools, 86% of grade 2 
children reported to be have reading textbooks against 91% of children enrolled in 
grade 8 Whilst the figures stand at 93% and 92% for private school children, 
respectively. 

But coaching/tuitions reveal a rising trend and burden on households. What remains 
of concern from children's responses on learning support at home is that almost one 
third of are resorting to coaching/paid tuitions (27%). The ASER 2021 rural survey 
highlights that whilst children in  private schools taking tuition has remained at the 
same level (22%) as  in 2019, paid coaching has recorded a massive jump for children in 
government schools from 6% in 2019 to 20% in 2021! This cost adds to households' 
economic burden at a time when 16% HHs have been affected adversely by more than 
50% income losses! For the poorest households this is a huge dent in disposable 
incomes and it is the poorest and poor children who are most likely to be enrolled in 
government schools.  

Is Technology Equal? The presence of technology in households (cell 
/android phones, computer, digital learning, TV radio and smart 
phones) has been on the rise.  Digging deeper, there are bound to be 
patterns of inequity within and across households; who gets, how much 
support and when/what time of the day? Is it more boys than girls, is it 
children without disabilities among siblings? How big are the 
differences by wealth quartiles and gender? These patterns have been 
traced in earlier surveys by ITA on early learning partnerships /ECE in 
2020-2021). These are challenges of 'who has access to technology at 
home by gender?. Do girls have ready access or do they wait out their 
turns (Malala Fund 2021). Of the surveyed Households (HHs) 16% 
reported negative impact on incomes during COVID by more than 50% 
and 30% over all reported that their psychological wellbeing was 
negatively affected during COVID. Given these trends, 68% engagement 
of family members with children of school going age remains a sign of 
resilience and hope that has been validated repeatedly in other studies 
as well in Pakistan and many other countries (LLs/ELPs 2021). Can family 
support be a key building block in building forward better? Will the 
outreach of schools to homes and families be more positive as partners 
in learning?

08ASER Pakistan 2021



The case for technology and its use in HHs may be important for industry partners, it is 
also a critical consideration for public policy to support vulnerable HHs through social 
safety nets instruments that offset low tech availability, but more importantly with 
tech enabled skills.  The technology profile of households is changing rapidly. 
Compared to 2019 when 66 % of HHs (rural) who had cell phones, there are 77 % 
households in 2021. The evidence on technology in households  must be factored in 
the initiatives for not just continuity of learning but also on content development and 
delivery options. The content must cover not just academics (K-12) but also make 
sufficient room for life skills that is fit for purpose for both students and household 
members. This is an opportunity for systems reforms that cannot be missed when it 
comes to the architecture of hybrid learning in the 'new normal'.   

% Households of Tech Availability

Electricity 
Connection

 Solar 
Panel

 
TV Radio

Computer/
Laptop

 Internet 
Connection
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Phone

 SMS 
Usage

 Whatsapp
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National
 

89.3
 

37.0
 

64.5
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29.1
 

77.2
 

71.5
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92.1

Sindh 77.3
 

51.9
 

73.4
 

9.8
 

8.7
 

14.0
 

69.3
 

39.0
 
47.2

 
83.6

Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa 90.8 49.9 55.6 19.6 15.9 20.4  79.9  67.7  65.8  88.9

Balochistan 84.9 39.5 47.3 21.3 13.8 22.0  76.6  55.1  63.2  97.2

Azad Jammu 
Kashmir

 
96.6 18.3 78.1 27.6 33.8 30.7  85.3  78.3  76.7  78.2

Gilgit-Baltistan
 

94.3
 

28.9
 

58.5
 

8.5
 

17.7
 

20.3
 

75.2
 

68.2
 
67.3

 
80.1

Islamabad 98.9 14.1 94.9 17.5 53.4 59.9 59.3 93.4 83.3 95.0

Social Safety Nets Provision: Targeted social safety nets for vulnerable groups 
providing relief for unmet needs and services has increased. In 2019, the ASER study 
found that 10% of the surveyed households were recipients of support from social 
safety nets (such as the Benazir Income Support Programme, Ehsaas, Pakistan Poverty 
Alleviation Fund, Akhuwat or others). However, in 2021 the percentage of households 
benefiting from these forms of support has risen to 16 per cent.

With better and regular data generation, it remains critical to ensure that 
disadvantaged and under- served regions, provinces, districts and households are 
compensated with targeted support.  Proactive and bold public policy together with 
multi-level partnerships across homes, schools, government, industry and 
development partners for education and learning in Pakistan can accelerate actions 
for meeting targets for 25 A and SDG4. The promise of resilience has to be translated to 
a hitherto unprecedented resolve for reforms in Pakistan that can be tracked by 
citizens and government alike.   
 

References: 
Ÿ Resilience & Resolve for Reforms: ASER Rural Pakistan 2021 on Education & Learning (by Baela R. Jamil) 
Ÿ Private Sector - All Non-State Providers in Stress with Lower Enrolments during COVID-19 (By Dr Bari)  
Ÿ OOSC - More Boys in Punjab are opting out of school than girls - the narrative changes (By Dr Monazza)
Ÿ Learning Levels Under Stress (2019-2021) - the urgency for action to address Learning Losses (Sehar Saeed & Jamal Munir)
Ÿ Foundational Learning critical for sustained learning: Evidence from Matric, Middle and Primary foundational gaps in learning:  (Hamza and Saba)
Ÿ ASER 2021 - Urgency on Inclusion- Inclusivity in Pakistan Prevalence, Enrolment, "Learning", Enabling Facilities (Ms Munazza Gillani, Sight Savers)
Ÿ Bulsari, Smruti & Siddiqui, Nadia & Saeed, Saba & Sarfraz, Hamza. (2020). Adapting to the new normal in survey research.
Ÿ Early Learning Partnership Phase 2.0 COVID-19 Interim Research (2021) (Baela Raza Jamil, Kate Anderson, Hamza Sarfraz)
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Hamza Sarfraz 
Research Associate-ITA

Addressing Learning Crisis at the Foundational Level: 
Evidence from ASER 

1. https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/Suppl_4/e001302
2. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7295453/#R5
3. ASER 2019
4. Geven & Hasan, 2020
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s the global education systems forge ahead into the final decade to meet the Sustainable ADevelopment Goals (SDGs) 2030, the case for investing in Early Childhood Education (ECE) 
as a key foundational pillar is stronger than ever. Early childhood (ages 0-8) is a critical 

period for cognitive, social, emotional and physical development. Optimal development provides 
the foundation for future physical, emotional and mental health. The Sustainable Development 
Goals highlight pre-primary education for all as a key global target (4.2) to address learning, equity 
and inclusion. The economic case for support of early years education is also strong. Evidence 
suggests that children who experience sub-optimal development may have a 26% reduction in 
potential earnings as adults.¹  

Despite this evidence, recent estimates suggest that as many as 250 million or 43% of children in 
low and middle-income countries (LMICs), are at risk of not reaching their developmental 
potential². Poverty, nutritional deficiencies, poor health care, and insufficient learning 
opportunities are cited as the key factors underpinning these failings. These failings have been 
exacerbated with the onset of the coronavirus disease of 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, leading to 
school closures and uprooting the basic pedagogical structures that are central to early years 
learning. The pandemic-induced lockdowns had the adverse effect of making ECE inaccessible to a 
significant number of children. According to UNESCO estimates, last year, more than 1.6 billion 
students in over 180 countries, of whom 155 million children are at pre-school level, were affected 
by COVID-19. There has been an observable trend of pre-primary education being relatively 
neglected compared to other levels of education during school closures.  

This neglect is particularly pronounced in Global South settings where young children from 
marginalized families and communities bear a heavy 'pandemic burden', the consequences of 
which are yet to be fully measured. It is against this context that large-scale datasets such as ASER 
have to be utilized to assess and document the short- and medium-term effects of COVID-19 on 
early learning. More specifically, the data will help identify and understand the extent to which 
parents and caregivers have been able to support development of their children at home, the kind 
of resources they had access to and the level of preparedness of schools and teachers to respond to 
the pandemic. 

Early Learning during COVID-19

Despite a wide range of reforms and policies, there have been lags in the country with regards to 
implementation of these reforms and subsequently early learning delivery, outcomes, and 
infrastructure. These have been further magnified with the onset of COVID-19. Even before the 
pandemic, only an estimated 39% (rural) and 53% (urban) children (3-5 years) were in a formal ECE 
setting³. The COVID-19 pandemic only intensified this lag. 

Due to Pakistan's proximity to China where the COVID-19 outbreak was first discovered, it was 
among the first countries to institute widespread school closures⁴. Schools began closing in Sindh 
province in February 2020, and by March 14, 2020 all schools were closed. Six months later, schools 



began a staggered reopening, with early childhood education starting up again on September 30. 
The rising COVID-19 cases resulted in the provincial governments again closing schools in 
November⁵.

According to the Ministry of Federal Education & Professional Training (MoFE&PT)'s estimates, at 
least 40 million children across all grade levels were impacted by the pandemic⁶. The majority 
affected were the younger ECE/lower primary aged children who ended up being provided with 
far lesser options of distance learning and home schooling, as both service-providers and parents 
were unprepared for the task of supporting children in ECE. For instance, in the MoFE&PT's 
Resilience Plan for Education in June 2020, there was no mention of ECE and nor was there any 
concomitant increase in funding for ECE in the province.

This had a larger impact with regards to how ECE teachers were supported, how parents were 
engaged, how home learning took place during lockdown, how a systems-level strategy was 
devised, and ultimately how the learning losses incurred in early years during the pandemic will 
be mitigated moving forward. This may be changing gradually after one year of the pandemic. 

Evidence from ASER

Enrollment
At the national level, ECE enrolment improved slightly during 2015-19 but has reduced further in 
2021. It has dropped from 39% in 2019 to 35% in 2021. The onset of COVID-19 pandemic and the 
lockdowns it ensued have had an impact on the enrolment status of young children. There are 
wide intra-provincial disparities with some regions such as Balochistan and Gilgit-Baltistan 
containing a significant proportion of young children out of school. At the same time, other 
regions such as AJK and ICT show higher enrollment figures for children aged 3-5. 

School Preparedness
School preparedness of young children can be gauged via learning levels. The ASER data has a 
specifically designed tool that quantifies learning levels for children in all grades within two 
specific domains:

i. reading skills
ii. arithmetic skills

5. Ejaz et al., 2021
6. http://mofept.gov.pk/SiteImage/Misc/files/0_%20NERRP%20COVID-9%20MoFEPT%204%20May%202020%20Ver%2001.pdf
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These two domains are also comparable to and coherent with the national and provincial 
curriculums. According to the Single National Curriculum Framework, there are certain 
competencies children are expected to have by the end of Grade 1 including, but not limited to:

i. ability to read and understand basic sentences, and short stories in a local language
ii. ability to read letters, words, sentences and short stories that the student is familiar 

with
iii. recognize numbers up to 100, add and subtract two-digit numbers, and be familiar 

with abstract concepts like time and date.

Similar to enrolment, here too young children show clear disparities across regions. In some 
regions, such as Balochistan, more than three-fourth of the children aged 3-5 have reading 
skills at the beginner/nothing level and only one percent can read sentence and/or stories. The 
percentage of children who can read sentences or stories remains low throughout all regions. 

Similarly for arithmetic, only a small percentage of young children across all regions recognize 
numbers above 100 and can-do simple functions such as subtraction. With the exception of ICT 
and GB, the majority of the children across Pakistan are at the beginner level for arithmetic. 
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Conclusion 

Overall, enrollment and school preparedness figures have indicated some 
troublesome aspects of the COVID-19 pandemic. It is worth investigating the specific 
reasons for the lower performance across the country to understand why reforms 
towards learning levels are not producing required outcomes. Additionally, the low-
enrolment districts in all provinces—also highlighted in some of the latest sector 
plans—should be targeted for increased enrolment. However, this provides limited 
data on early learning in Pakistan, and particularly with regards to out-of-school 
children, transition rates, gender, and specific learning environments. To inform better 
policy, there is a need to collect data and figures on these themes. 

Other research initiatives that address these data gaps including the Early Learning 
Partnership (ELP) Phase II household survey should be utilized along with ASER to 
gather information on household conditions, learning and development outcomes, 
and the role the pandemic has played in bringing about this situation.

13 ASER Pakistan 2021
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Learning Levels Under Stress (2019-2021) 
The urgency for action to address Learning Losses

1. https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/immersive-story/2021/01/22/urgent-effective-action-required-to-quell-the-impact-
of-covid-19-on-education-worldwide
2. ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed after analyzing national textbooks and 
in consultation with expert groups at the provincial and national level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure 
comparability, consistency and reliability across provinces and over time.
3. https://snc.gov.pk/ 
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ducating a child during COVID-19 has found to be a monumental challenge. COVID-19 is Ewreaking havoc on the lives of school-going children. The abrupt school closures 
caused by the pandemic are aggravating the pre-existing global education crisis and are 

impacting education in unprecedented ways. Even before COVID-19 hit, the world was 
experiencing a learning crisis. 258 million children of primary and secondary school age were 
out of school, and the Learning Poverty rate in low and middle-income countries was 53% – 
meaning that over half of all 10-year-old children could not read and understand a simple text. 
In Sub-Saharan Africa, the figure was closer to 90%. At the peak of school closures in April 
2020, 94% of students or 1.6 billion children were out of school worldwide¹. This implies the 
children are at a greater risk of learning crisis that they are coping in the current pandemic 
situation.

The ASER Pakistan 2021 (Rural) sheds light on the current situation of learning outcomes of 
children aged 5-16 years. It is the first largest citizen-led National Education Survey during 
pandemic since March 2020, conducted in 154 districts of Pakistan. The learning levels of 
children are assessed through specific language and arithmetic tools². The same approach is 
used for all children between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy and numeracy assessments 
cover up to Class 2 level competencies mapped to the Single National Curriculum³.

Learning Crisis in Pakistan

Class-wise Learning Levels: 2020 was the year of learning losses where learning levels of 
children in literacy (Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto) and numeracy have declined as compared to 2019. 
The learning outcomes for higher grade levels highlights learning bottlenecks that persist 
when not supported at foundational levels in grade 3. In ASER 2021, 15% of grade 3 children 
could read story in Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto compared to 18% in 2019. For grade 5, 55% of children 
could read a grade 2 level story in Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto compared to 59% in 2019. Similarly, in 
ASER 2021, 74% of grade 8 children could read story in Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto while 86% of the 
children were able to do the same in 2019. Moreover, for Arithmetic learning, the learning 
losses were exhibited by the children in grade 3, grade 5 and grade 8. In ASER 2021, 20% of 
grade 3 children were able to solve grade 2 level division as compared to 21% in 2019. 
Moreover, in 2021, 51% of grade 5 children were proficient enough to solve division whilst it is 
57% in 2019. Similarly in 2021, 63% of grade 8 children were able to solve division as compared 
to 65% in 2019. Thus, the learning crisis during COVID-19 is discernable evidence that a Lost 
Generations are in making and urgent actions are required at scale covering lower primary 
levels to bridge the gaps for learning.



Gender Gap in Learning Persists: 
The gender comparison reveals that boys outperform girls (age 5-16 overall) in literacy and 
numeracy skills. In ASER 2019 (Rural), 46% boys and 38% girls were able to read at least sentences 
in Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto, 48% boys and 39% girls could read at least English words and 43% of boys 
were proficient to do at least subtraction whilst it is 36% for girls. However, the findings from ASER 
2021 (Rural) show that 48% of boys and 45% of girls could read at least sentences in 
Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto. Moreover, 51% of boys could read at least English words while 49% of girls can 
do the same. Correspondingly, 38% of boys were able to do at least subtraction compared to 36% of 
girls. Therefore, policies and programmes must be devised to support the learning of all children 
especially focusing on young children and girls for foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN).

Parental Education: 
Parents are active stakeholders in children's education and households demonstrate resilience. In 
ASER 2021 (Rural) study, 66% of the mothers and 43% of the fathers were found to be illiterate; only 
8% of mothers and 19% of fathers had education above matric levels, whilst 25% of mothers and 
38% of fathers had education up to matriculation levels including, primary education (1 to 5): 9% 
mothers, 10% fathers; elementary education (6 to 8): 6% mothers and 9% fathers; and 
matriculation (9 to 10): 10% mothers and 19% fathers. Educated mothers, at each level of 
completion, be it primary, middle, secondary and post-secondary play a positive role in children's 
learning outcomes.
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Impact of COVID-19 on Income AND Psychological  Well-Being

The COVID-19 pandemic has created both financial and psychological stresses for caregivers. 
Financial stress on vulnerable households causes parents more likely to take children out of 
education, whether to reduce expenditures or to contribute financially to household incomes. 
Psychological stress renders parents less able to support their children's education. The ASER 2021 
(Rural) study shows that 16% of households reported that their earnings during COVID-19 have 
been affected by more than 50%, while 30% reported that their psychological wellbeing has been 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. In ASER 2021 (Rural), 16% of the households stated that they 
have received support from social safety nets (Ehsaas, BISP, PSPA, Akhuwat, etc.) compared to 10% 
of households receiving social protection grants in rural areas (ASER 2019). This is a positive finding 
for vulnerable households who have been affected by COVID-19. Thus, education inequities must 
be tackled on a fast track through targeted social protection programmes (Ehsaas) for all children – 
the poorest and poor, especially girls.
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TECHNICAL 
NOTE



The COVID-19 pandemic has transformed society, exacerbated social and economic inequali�es and 
challenges of educa�on and learning. As part of efforts to curb its spread, governments around the world 
suspended face-to-face teaching in schools, affec�ng some 95 per cent of the world’s student popula�on 
– the largest disrup�on to educa�on in history.1 UNESCO data from April 2020 suggests that 1.6 billion 
learners around the world were affected by school closures due to COVID-19, and 188 countries closed 
down schools.2 
 
Pakistan like all other countries had to resort to widespread school closures as a result of COVID-19 
pandemic. In Sindh, school closures began from 27 February 2020, while for the rest of the country, they 
were closed from 14 March 2020. The longest dura�on of school closures across Pakistan was for six 
months from March to August 2020. School reopening was scaffolded with Classes 9–12 reopening on 15 
September 2020, followed by Classes 6–8 on 23 September and nursery to Class 5 on 30 September.  
Following the third wave of the pandemic (April to May 2021), all children, from across both private and 
public schools, began a�ending on alternate days.  
 
Even before the pandemic, Pakistan was facing a crisis in educa�on, with 32% of children aged 5-16 years 
es�mated to be out of school,3 and poor learning outcomes for those who are in educa�on. The closure 
of educa�on ins�tu�ons due to COVID-19 has directly impacted on 40 million school-going learners4 from 
pre-primary and primary to higher secondary levels and magnified the risks and vulnerabili�es of an 
already weak educa�on system. 
 
The suspension of face-to-face instruc�on has led to concerns about the consequences for student 
learning. Data on this ques�on remains limited, and evidence on learning loss during lockdown has been 
fragmented. Unlike sectors such as the economy or health, school systems usually do not post data at 
short intervals. Schools and teachers have struggled to adopt online/distance/hybrid solu�ons for 
instruc�on, let alone for assessment and accountability.5 Earlier crises have shown that the effects of 
school closures can persist for many years: following the 2005 earthquake in Pakistan, an en�re cohort of 
students aged 3–15 had lower academic scores four years later,  despite substan�al remedia�on efforts.6 
While school closures have been effec�ve in suppor�ng efforts at social distancing, they may well have 
serious consequences for schooling and learning. 
 
The Annual Status of Educa�on Report (ASER) Pakistan, prepared by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi (ITA) and 
supported by Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office, is the largest ci�zen-led household-based 
survey, which is conducted regularly to provide reliable assessment-based es�mates of educa�on status 
and learning outcomes of children aged 5–16 years residing in rural districts of Pakistan. The methodology 
is based on ci�zen led assessments conducted across 15 countries with 9 members from Africa, 4 from 
South Asia and 2 from La�n-America. In 2021 (September- November), ASER annual round 2021 was 
conducted in order to not only collect informa�on on enrolment and quality of learning but also as a first 
a�empt on such a scale to quan�fy learning losses from Covid-19 by asking ques�ons from the households 
and schools. 11,000 volunteers were trained for 3 days across all provinces by ITA Teams while following 
the SOP’s and strictly adhering to Covid-19 precau�ons for preparing them to conduct ASER 2021.D  
 

 
1 United Nations, 2020. 
2 UNESCO, 2020. Available at: https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse/ 
3 Pakistan Social & Living Standards Measurement (PSLM) Survey, 2019/2020. 
4 MoFEPT, 2020. 
5 Kuhfeld et al., 2020. 
6 Andrabi, Daniels & Das, 2020. 
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ASER 2021 has included separate sec�ons both in the school sheet (government and private) as well as 
the household sheet to collect informa�on on indicators such as facili�es in schools (toilet, soap, isola�on 
rooms, masks etc.) Covid precau�ons being followed in schools, earning and psychological well-being 
affected of the household etc. Along with that, a separate sec�on was added in the household sheet to 
collect students’ responses on learning support available during Covid-19 including material given from 
schools, the resources available (PTV/TeleSchool,  computers, radio, parental support etc.) ASER 2021 has 
raised a bar by providing informa�on from across Pakistan on the status of learning losses and the impact 
on the households posed by Covid-19. Such a rendi�on of informa�on is vital for policy and planning, be 
it on learning, continuity of learning, technology, and  health safety in terms of facili�es that meet/do not 
meet the required standards and guidelines as provided by the government .   7  
 
Details of the indicators are given below: 
  
HOUSEHOLD SHEET: 

• Covid-19 Specific household ques�ons: The following ques�ons were asked from the head of the 
household. 

o What level of threat do you think coronavirus poses to you and your family? 
o Was your earning affected due to lockdown? 
o Has your emo�onal well-being been affected due to Covid-19 and lockdown?  

 

• Learning During Covid-19: This sec�on has specially been added in ASER 2021 to collect 
informa�on on how well the learning of the children was supported during Covid-19 when the 
schools were shut down. The ques�ons asked directly from children are given below: 

o Hours spent studying during school closure period: Ask the child how many hours per day 
on average did the child spend studying during the schools shut down period and mark 
the most relevant op�on. 

o Difficult subjects to study on their own: ask the child which subject they found difficult to 
study on their own during the schools shut down period. Mark the relevant op�on. If the 
child says, they had no difficulty studying any subject, mark none. 

o Study material received from School: ask the child if they received any study resources or 
material from the school during the school shut down period. Mark yes if they did 
otherwise no. 

o Learning Support from teachers during schools closure: Ask the child how o�en did 
schools teachers or anyone from the school management reach out to them for providing 
learning support or resources. Mark the most appropriate response.  

o Learning Support sources: Ask the child if they used any of the following resources to 
con�nue learning during Covid-19: PTV’s tele-school; government’s radio school; digital 
resources from the school; other privately accessed digital resources; paid 
tui�ons/academy; family members and friends/neighbours. Mark all the relevant op�ons. 

o Time allocated for different ac�vi�es on digital resources: ask the average number of 
hours the child spent with digital resources of the household doing “online learning”, 
“playing games” and “other entertainment (music/movies, etc.) 

o Does the child feel prepared for studying on their own if schools were to shut down again? 
Mark yes or no based on the child’s response. 

 
7 
http://mofept.gov.pk/SiteImage/Misc/files/Health%20Guidelines%20for%20Education%20Institutions%20Reopening%20during%20COVID%2
019%20Pandemic.pdf 



 
 
GOVERNMENT  &  PRIVATE  SCHOOL  SHEET:   

• Facili�es  (observe  and  mark  yes  if  present  and  no  otherwise:   
  

Running  water  available  in  handwashing  sinks?  
Soap/Handwash  available  in  handwashing  sinks?  
Are there  useable  toilets  /  latrines  for  students?  
Are there  separate  toilets  for  girls  and  boys?  
Running  water  available  in  toilets?  
Are disinfectants  available  for  cleaning?  
Are toilets  clean?  
Clean drinking  water  available  for  students?  
Isola�on  room  available?  
First  aid  equipment  available  
Covid-19  test  done  in  schools  by  the  government?   

Total  number  of  rooms  in  the  school  (count  yourself)  
Total  number  of  classrooms  being  used  by  students  (count  yourself)  
Average  size  of  the  classroom  (in  square  feet)  
Sea�ng

 
Arrangement

 
(in

 
feet)

 
No.

 
of

 
Handwashing

 
sinks

 
without

 
running

 
water

 
(count

 
yourself)

 
No.

 
of

 
handwashing

 
sinks

 
without

 
soap/handwash

 
(count

 
yourself)

 
No.

 
of

 
Handwashing

 
sinks

 
(outside

 
toilets)

 
No.

 
of

 
Handwashing

 
sinks
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toilets)

 
No.

 
of

 
Wuzu

 
taps

 
No.

 
of

 
Toilets

 
for

 
Teachers

 
only

 No.
 
of

 
Toilets

 
for

 
Students

 
only

 No.
 
of

 
Toilets

 
without

 
running

 
water

 
(count

 
yourself)

 No.
 
of

 
Covid-19

 
Tests

 
done

 
in

 
school

 No.
 
of

 
Posi�ve

 
cases

 
Iden�fied

  
 

•
 

Covid-19
 
Precau�ons

 
(observe

 
and

 
mark

 
yes

 
if

 
present

 
and

 
no

 
otherwise):

   Alternate
 
day

 
Schooling?

 Awareness
 
posters/IEC

 
material

 
displayed

 
in

 
school?

 Temperature
 
check

 
at

 
entrance?

 Hand
 
sani�za�on

 
at

 
entrance?

 Masks
 
wore

 
by

 
teachers

 
and

 
students

 
at

 
school?

 Hand
 
sani�zer

 
available

 
inside

 
or

 
outside

 
every

 
classroom

 
for

 
students

 School
 
policy

 
on

 
suspected

 
Covid-19

 
cases:

  a.
 
Move

 
them

 
to

 
isola�on

 
room

 b.
 
Send

 
the

 
person

 
home

 
immediately

 c.
 
Call

 
nearby

 
health

 
facility

 d.
 
Call

 
Covid-19

 
helpline

 e.
 
No

 
policy

 f.
 
Other

 School's

 

Leave

 

policy

 

for

 

Confirmed

 

Posi�ve

 

Cases:

 a.

 

Con�nue

 

learning/teaching

 

from

 

home

 b.

 

14-days

 

leave

 c.

 

Return

 

back

 

to

 

school

 

only

 

a�er

 

a

 

nega�ve

 

Covid

 

test

 d.

 

No

 

policy

 e.

 

Other

 Is

 

there

 

a

 

computer
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 Is

 

internet

 

available

 

in

 

the

 

school?

 If

 

yes,

 

internet

 

available

 

in:

  a.

 

computer

 

labs?

 b.

 

offices?

 c.

 

classrooms?
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Household Survey Sheet
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Government School Observation Sheet 1

Government School Observation Sheet 2
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Private School Observation Sheet 1

Government School Observation Sheet 3



Village Observation Sheet

Private School Observation Sheet 2
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English Tools
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Urdu Tools
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Math Tool

General Knowledge Tool
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Playing Cricket

Combing Hair

Cleaning Face

Brushing Teeth



زټ       

حصژ

عط

ومګ          

Pashto Tools

نرممو�ر

   را�ولول

مورایمان   بز�ران

�واک

لمر ونھپاکیستان

کلمېلیکونھ
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Pvt. Madrasah Others

6 - 10 67.3 17.4 0.9 0.1 11.3 3.0 100

11 - 13 67.6 11.8 0.1 0.0 8.4 12.1 100

14 - 16 61.3 14.3 1.1 0.0 10.6 12.7 100

6 - 16 65.4 14.5 0.7 0.1 10.1 9.3 100

Total 100

By Type 81.0 18.0 0.9 0.1

(5.8+

Pvt. Madrasah Others

3 10.7 13.7 0.6 0.0 100

4 16.2 13.0 0.9 0.0 100

5 42.1 17.0 1.1 0.0 100

3 - 5 23.0 14.6 0.9 0.0 100

Total 100

By Type 44.0 54.9 1.1 0.0

Age / 

Class
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 99.6 76.6 45.7 11.0

2 41.6 43.8

3 33.2 43.5

4 30.1 26.2 18.5

5 48.5 32.1 9.3

6 34.4 22.5

7 30.9

8 29.8

9

10

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

8.6

2.3

3.3

10.7

0.4 23.3
12.7

12
8.2

18.2
18.3 8.7

0.1

6.2
7

100

16

100

18.4

34.3

30.7

9.1

19.3

37.0

31.4

100

6.2

0.2

7.5

3.8

1.1.SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND OUT-OF-SCHOOL CHILDREN

1.2. EARLY YEARS SCHOOLING (PRE-SCHOOLING)

39.8

61.6

1.ACCESS

18.4

65.3

100

8.1

6.8

6.6

5.0

5.1

18.0

14.2

13.3

10.3

12.6

100

13

11.7

17.8

29.4

34.9

1.3. AGE CLASS COMPOSITION

Total1514

Non-state providers Never 

enrolled
Drop-out

TotalAge group Govt.
Non-state providers

38.4 61.6

75.0

69.9

80.7

Govt.

Enrollment by gender and type of school

Out-of-school children by genderClass-wise enrollment

Children not attending any pre-school

19.3

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

Out-of-school

7.5

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 38.7 32.5 19.2 5.8 3.8 100

2 20.0 30.1 30.9 11.6 7.5 100

3 14.7 14.2 34.5 21.4 15.2 100

4 7.0 7.9 17.0 30.9 37.2 100

5 3.6 10.3 12.4 18.8 54.9 100

6 0.4 8.2 10.0 17.2 64.1 100

7 0.0 6.3 9.2 14.4 70.2 100

8 0.0 2.5 9.1 14.4 74.0 100

9 0.0 0.6 9.2 13.8 76.4 100

10 0.0 0.2 7.1 13.1 79.6 100

Capital Small

1 42.5 24.8 19.8 9.6 3.3 100

2 32.1 22.3 21.8 16.1 7.8 100

3 17.9 15.7 22.0 24.1 20.3 100

4 5.6 8.5 13.5 27.0 45.4 100

5 5.0 6.7 12.0 20.4 56.0 100

6 4.2 3.8 9.3 17.8 64.9 100

7 0.0 2.2 9.0 17.1 71.7 100

8 0.0 1.0 5.0 18.7 75.4 100

9 0.0 1.1 4.5 16.4 78.0 100

10 0.0 0.1 3.3 15.8 80.7 100

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read:9.6%(5.8+3.8) children of class 1 can read atleast sentences

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

2.2. LEARNING LEVELS (ENGLISH)

Learning levels by school type

Who can read story Learning levels: Out-of-school

Learning levels by school type

Who can read sentences Learning levels: Out-of-school

2.QUALITY

How to read:12.9%(9.6+3.3) children of class 1 can read atleast words

2.1. LEARNING LEVELS (URDU/SINDHI/PASHTO)
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1-9 10-99 100-200 2 Digits 3 Digits

1 35.9 20.5 19.2 11.2 8.9 2.5 1.9 100

2 18.7 21.9 20.6 16.7 12.9 2.0 7.2 100

3 13.0 11.4 16.9 15.3 13.5 10.1 19.8 100

4 5.4 5.7 6.9 11.0 15.9 13.9 41.2 100

5 0.0 3.6 7.1 8.0 12.3 17.6 51.4 100

6 0.0 1.4 2.4 9.0 12.2 20.3 54.7 100

7 0.0 0.0 2.1 5.7 11.2 18.9 62.1 100

8 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.1 7.2 26.3 63.4 100

9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.3 30.0 63.7 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.7 31.5 64.8 100

How to read:13.3%(8.9+2.5+1.9) children of class 1 can do atleast subtraction

Who can do division Learning levels: Out-of-school

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction Division 

(2 Digits)
Total

2.3. LEARNING LEVELS (ARITHMETIC)

Learning levels by school type
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Learning level by gender

2.4. Bonus Questions 

Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto English  Math  
*Comprehension ques�ons about story % Children who can tell *%Children Who can do  
Class Ques�on 1 Ques�on 2 *Word Meanings **Sentence Meanings Time Recogni�on  Word problem 1  Word problem 2  

1 79.3 75.3 62.6 78.8 20.7  19.9  20.4  
2 77.1 77.8 67.9 81.2 32.6  31.3  27.2  
3 82.1 81.6 74.3 83.0 46.5  43.2  39.7  
4 89.3 83.4 84.4 86.1 65.6  61.5  56.8  
5 90.1 85.3 88.2 88.7 70.7  67.0  61.7  
6 92.8 88.0 93.7 90.9 81.5  76.7  71.4  
7 90.9 87.0 95.7 93.2 85.0  79.6  74.3  
8 91.5 88.0 96.3 94.0 87.7  82.5  77.1  
9 90.2 87.4 97.3 95.6 88.5  84.8  80.3  

10 83.6 81.2 97.8 96.3 86.6  83.3  80.4  

 

*Comprehension ques�ons about the story have been asked
only from those children who were at story level in reading

 How to read the data: Amongst the children of class 1 who 
are at story level in reading , 79.3% can answer the 
comprehension ques�on 1 and 75.3 can answer ques�on 2.

*Amongst the children of class 1 who are at sentence level in English 
reading, 78.8% can tell the meanings of those sentences.

 How to read the data: *Amongst the children of class 1 who are at atleast 
words level in English reading, 62.6% can tell the meanings of those words.

 

*Ques�ons about �me reading from analog clock, daily life word problems and geometry, have 
been a�empeted by all children of age 5-16 years during assessment

 
How to read the data: 20.7% children can recognise �me from analog clock, 19.9% can solve daily 
life word problem and 20.4% can recognise geometry shapes

 

2.5. General Knowledge

*%Children who can do  *%Children who can do  
Class Question 1(I) Question 1(II)  Question 2  Class  Question 1(I)  Question 1(II)  Question 2  

1 78.8 78.8  57.3  6  91.2  91.1  91.0  
2 81.2 81.2  61.8  7  93.4  93.4  93.2  
3 82.8 83.0  68.5  8  94.2  94.1  93.9  
4 86.2 86.2  79.4  9  95.7  95.6  95.4  
5 88.9 88.9  84.5  10  96.5  96.4  96.1  

 *General knowledge ques�ons were asked only from those children who are atleast at words level in English reading
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Type/Grade II III IV

Govt. 16.4 9.9 12.5

Pvt. 23.6 25.8 27.0

3.1. CLASS-WISE % CHILDREN ATTENDING PAID TUITION

3.PARENTAL EDUCATION AND PAID TUITION

3.3. Paid Tuition3.2. Parental Education
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4.1.NUMBER  OF SURVEYED SCHOOLS

4.3.TEACHER'S QUALIFICATION (%TEACHERS)

4.SCHOOLS

4.2. ATTENDANCE (%) ON THE DAY OF VISIT

Government Schools Private Schools

Matric

Intermediate

Graduation

Master and Above

Other

General qualification

Government Schools Private Schools

PTC

CT

BED

MED

OTHER

Professional qualification

-

15.4

14.9

46.3

20.7

2.8

15.3

11.0

44.5

26.8

2.4

5.1

20.2

36.8

37.5

0.5

3.3

12.0

31.9

52.2

0.7

Private SchoolsGovernment Schools

Private SchoolsGovernment Schools

Boys & Girls Boys Girls Total Boys & Girls Boys Girls Total
Type /Level

Primary

Elementary

Secondary

Other

Total

Type /Level

Children attendance

Teacher attendance

1053

180
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1404

-

1116
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-
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4096

-
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4.4. SCHOOL FACILITIES (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

Running water available in 
handwashing sinks

39.3 48.9 57.7 44.8 20.8 15.2 18.9 15.4 18.0

Complete boundary wall / fence 75.2 83.9 88.0 79.4 77.0 90.1 95.1 88.5 87.7

Useable toilets / latrines for students 69.7 87.3 91.4 77.3 71.0 87.1 89.2 70.2 79.3

Useable furniture 65.2 80.5 85.2 72.0 52.0 60.3 65.6 56.5 58.4

Working library 10.1 19.7 41.4 18.4 87.2 89.5 90.9 89.0 89.1

Playground 45.8 54.7 67.0 51.8 42.0 48.1 51.0 53.2 48.6

Soap/Handwash available in 
handwashing sinks

23.6 29.7 37.3 27.5 23.8 28.3 35.9 32.7 29.1

Electricity connection 68.2 74.2 83.9 72.6 68.1 72.5 80.4 75.7 73.3

Smart Boards 44.6 55.1 62.1 50.1 81.1 84.4 85.8 85.6 83.7

Solar panels 20.6 17.5 26.0 21.2 84.7 89.5 89.4 91.2 88.0

Separate toilets for girls and boys 34.5 44.2 53.7 40.2 62.2 62.3 73.5 68.5 65.7

Running water available in toilets 50.8 68.2 75.7 59.0 57.7 66.0 72.3 72.1 65.3

Disinfectants available for cleaning 35.5 49.7 61.6 43.5 81.3 88.4 90.8 94.4 87.1

Toilets Cleanliness 48.9 64.8 73.4 56.8 62.8 72.8 83.1 81.9 72.8

Clean Drinking water available for 
students

57.1 73.2 78.5 64.4 77.4 82.7 87.6 87.6 82.6

Isolataion room available 15.4 20.0 25.0 18.3 64.1 67.7 75.8 76.6 69.4

First Aid Equipment Available 20.4 27.0 40.7 25.9 74.8 77.5 84.2 86.8 79.1

Covid-19 Tests done in school by the 
government

20.1 27.3 37.4 25.0 73.8 80.8 84.1 86.6 79.8

Facilities in Schools
Government Schools Private Schools
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Government Schools Private Schools

% School Facilities at Primary level
Government Schools Private Schools

4.5. FUNDS/GRANTS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Other Primary Elementary Secondary Other

843 41 268 395 19 6 31 19

40.3 26.6 46 51.4 5.6 2.9 6.3 4.7

117379.0 40982.6 199935.1 288045.3 37303.4 87921.7 37454.8 33789.5

528 19 152 294 12 3 21 8

25.3 12.3 26.1 38.2 3.5 1.4 4.3 2

85128.4 54982.8 70604.9 179210.3 2300.0 0.0 1761.9 1500.0

2021

# of schools reported receiving grants

 %of schools reported receiving grants

Average amount of grant (Rs.)

Government Schools Private Schools

2020

# of schools reported receiving grants

 %of schools reported receiving grants

Average amount of grant (Rs.)
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4.7. SCHOOL POLICY ON SUSPECTED COVID-19 CASES (%SCHOOLS)

4.6. COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

Alternate day Schooling 23.5 31.9 33.6 27.1 30.6 40.8 41.9 34.0 36.9

Awareness posters/IEC material 
displayed in school

44.4 60.7 63.7 51.3 37.6 47.4 50.0 50.7 45.0

Temperature check at entrance 31.3 47.5 50.2 38.1 24.8 28.0 38.3 33.6 30.0

Hand sanitization at Entrance 36.0 50.0 56.5 42.7 37.7 38.0 48.3 42.9 40.9

Masks worn by teachers and 
students at school

45.2 55.5 64.5 51.1 59.2 69.0 76.4 79.0 68.4

Hand sanitizer available inside and 
outside of the classroom for students

29.0 41.6 47.8 35.2 42.9 55.8 63.6 52.5 53.0

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

Move them to isolation room 67.0 77.0 76.0 70.8 54.8 62.7 76.1 63.8 63.5

Send the person home immediately 93.6 95.5 97.2 94.7 60.5 70.3 76.0 73.4 68.6

Call nearby health facility 87.8 95.6 94.9 90.8 41.0 50.9 59.0 53.3 49.7

Call Covid-19 helpline 80.3 88.9 90.7 84.2 80.0 83.6 77.4 80.0 80.1

No policy

Other

Government Schools Private Schools

Learning levels by school type

4.9. COMPUTER LAB AND INTERNET FACILITY IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

4.8. SCHOOL'S LEAVE POLICY FOR CONFIRMED POSITIVE CASES (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

Continue learning learning/teaching 
from home

76.4 84.7 81.0 78.9 93.8 92.8 81.7 93.8 88.8

14-days leave 91.8 94.8 95.3 93.3 93.6 97.3 88.9 96.0 93.8

Return back to school only after a 
negative COVID test

93.7 96.9 96.0 94.8 86.1 84.2 81.6 90.9 84.3

No policy

Other

Government Schools Private Schools
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Computer lab and Internet facility in Schools (%)

Computer lab in schools Internet available in the schools Internet in computer labs Internet in offices Internet in classrooms
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4.11. FACILITIES FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

4.10. DISABLITIES & FUNCTIONING IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

No Disability 81.7 80.1 70.9 79.1 87.1 74.4 66.8 60.7 75.8

Some Disability 18.3 19.9 29.1 20.9 12.9 25.6 33.2 39.3 24.2

Children with disabilties
Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

Ramps 17.8 16.3 20.9 18.5 16.0 24.4 31.4 12.8 23.1

Accessible Toilets 53.6 41.7 53.3 51.7 36.5 55.8 51.7 33.3 47.0

Health and Nutrition ofcer 7.6 7.8 12.4 9.1 9.6 20.7 17.0 10.2 15.7

Other facilities* 20.2 19.2 24.1 21.2 23.1 32.3 36.0 22.4 30.0

Facilities in Schools
Government Schools Private Schools

*Special Staff, Janitorial Staff, Pick and Drop Facilities

4.12. VISUAL & HEARING DISABILITIES (AVG. NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN SCHOOLS)
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4.13. PHYSICAL  & INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES (AVG. NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN SCHOOLS)
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Physical Disability- Boys (Avg.) in Schools
Some difculty A lot of difculty Cannot do at all

1.2 1.3
1.6 1.4

1.0
1.4 1.3

1.9
1.41.2

0.7

1.8
1.3 1.5 1.6

2.0
1.7

0.8 0.7 0.5 0.7
1.0

0.5
1.0

0.3
0.6

Pr
im

a
ry

El
e
m

en
ta

ry

Se
co

nd
a

ry

O
ve

ra
ll

Pr
im

a
ry

El
e
m

en
ta

ry

Se
co

nd
a

ry

O
th

e
r

O
ve

ra
ll

Government School Private School

Physical Disability- Girls (Avg.) in Schools
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Intellectual Disability- Boys (Avg.) in Schools
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Intellectual Disability- Girls (Avg.) in Schools
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4.14. SELF CARE & COMMUNICATION DISABILITIES (AVG. NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN SCHOOLS)
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Province/
Territory

ACCESS QUALITY 
Children 
(Age 3-5 
years) 

Children
(Age 6-16 years)

 

CLASS 3

 
CLASS 5

 

In Pre-
School

Out of 
school 
(All)

Out of 
school 
(Girls)

In Private 
School

 

Who can 
read 

sentence 
(Urdu/Sindhi/

 

Pashto)

 

Who can read 
words 

 

(English)

 

Who can do 
subtraction

 

(Arithmetic)

 

Who can read 

 

story 
(Urdu/Sindhi/

 

Pashto)

 

Who can 
read 

sentence 

 

(English)

 

Who can 
do

 
 

division

 

(Arithmetic)

 

AZAD JAMMU 
AND KASHMIR

52.2 8.2 4.0 44.1

 

55.6

 

62.9

 

75.2

 

72.3

 

86.1

 

71.6

 

BALOCHISTAN 30.1 38.1 20.0 14.0

 

35.2

 

25.3

 

27.0

 

46.3

 

38.8

 

26.3

 

GILGIT-
BALTISTAN

38.4 10.1 5.1 27.1 31.9 39.5 66.0 52.0 61.0 64.8

ISLAMABAD ICT 54.7 14.8 7.0 43.2 100.0 73.7 100.0 74.0 61.5 51.1

KHYBER 
PAKHTUNKHWA

29.7 27.1 13.0 20.3 34.4 43.2 39.1 49.8 53.6 50.3

PUNJAB 43.1 13.8 6.0 22.6 44.4 50.8 58.6 68.4 73.2 68.9

SINDH 33.8 23.6 13.0 5.9 26.6 26.4 35.4 40.3 23.9 28.0

NATIONAL 38.4 19.3 9.0 19.0 36.6 44.4 43.4 54.9 56.0 51.4

Finding Summary
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Sample Composition

· ASER 2021 survey was conducted in 152 rural 
districts of Pakistan. This covered 87,415 
households in 4,420 villages throughout the 
country during September-November 2021. 

· Detailed information was collected on 247,978 
children (57% males, 43% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 212,105 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies. 

· School information on public and private schools 
was collected. A total of 4096 government schools 
and 1602 private schools were surveyed.

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has increased when 
compared to 2019.

· In 2021, 19% of children were reported to be out-of-
school which has increased when compared to 
2019 (17%). 10% children have never been enrolled 
in a school and 9% have dropped out of school for 
various reasons. 

· 81% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 81% (77% in 2019) of children were 
enrolled in government schools whereas 19% (23% 
in 2019) were going to non-state institutions (18% 
private schools, 1% Madrassah, 0% others). The 
share of private schools has dropped by 4% 
compared with 2019.
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in government 
schools, 41% were girls and 59% were boys whereas 
in private schools 56% enrolled children were boys 
and 44% were girls. 

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Proportion of enrolled children has decreased in 2021 as 
compared to 2019.

· 38% of all school-aged children in the age bracket of 
3-5 years were enrolled in schools as compared to 
39% in 2019. 

· 62% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/school. 

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS
Learning levels of children are assessed through language 
and arithmetic tools. The same tools are used for all children 
between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy and numeracy 
assessments cover up to Class 2 level competencies mapped 
to the Single National Curriculum. 

Learning levels of children (in class 5 and class 3) have 
declined: 

· 55% of class 5 children could read a class 2 level 
story in Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto compared to 59% in 
2019

· 15% of class 3 children could read story in 
Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto compared to 18% in 2019. 

English learning levels (in class 5 and class 3) have 
improved marginally: 

· 56% class 5 children could read sentences (class 2 
level) compared to 55% in 2019. 

· 20% class 3 children could read class 2 level 
sentences compared to 16% in 2019.  

Arithmetic learning levels (in class 5 and class 3) have 
declined: 

· 51% class 5 children could do two digit division as 
compared to 57% in 2019. 

· 20% children enrolled in class 3 could do two-digit 
division compared to 21% in 2019. 

THEME 5:  LEARNING LEVELS  BY SCHOOL TYPE 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)
Children enrolled in private schools are performing better 
in literacy compared to government counterparts whilst 
for numeracy they performed at par. 

· 61% children enrolled in class 5 in private schools 
w e r e  a b l e  t o  r e a d  a t  l e a s t  s t o r y  i n 
Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto as compared to 54% class 5 
children enrolled in government schools. 

1
ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed after 

analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the provincial and 
national level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure comparability, 

 2
consistency and reliability across provinces and over time.  https://snc.gov.pk/ 
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· 67% private school children can read at least 
sentences in class 5 whereas only 51% government 
school children can do the same. 

· 38% children enrolled in private schools (class 5) 
were able to do division when compared to 38% 
class 5 children enrolled in government schools. 

THEME 6: GENDER GAP
Gender gap in learning: boys outperform girls (age 5-16 
overall) in literacy and numeracy skills. 

· 48% of boys and 45% of girls could read at least 
sentences in Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto. 

· 51% boys could read at least English words while 
49% of girls can do the same.

· 38% of boys were able to do at least subtraction 
compared to 36% girls. 

THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION

· 32% mothers (35% in 2019) and 55% fathers (56% in 
2019) in the sampled households had completed at 
least primary education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater in private school 
students. It has increased significantly for government 
school students (6% in 2019). Overall paid tuition students 
in private schools is 22% compared to 20% in government 
schools.

· Children across all classes take private tuition; the 
percentage of students taking tuition varies for 
different classes/grades.  For example, in 
government schools, 18% children enrolled in class 
1 take private tuition compared to 34% children in 
class 10 take tuition.  

· Increase in tuition in government schools by 14 % 
during COVID-19 is a burden on households. 

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
40% of surveyed government schools and 23% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· Children of Class 2 and Class 8 sitting together with 
any other classes were observed for multi-grade 
teaching with one teacher teaching more than one 
grade. 

· It was found that 40% of the surveyed government 
schools and 23% of the surveyed private schools 
had Class 2 sitting with other classes. Also 6% of 
surveyed government schools and 19% of surveyed 
private schools had class 8 sitting with other 
classes.

THEME 10: LEARNING SUPPORT DURING COVID 
(CHILDREN's RESPONSES)
Children (5-16 years) were asked about learning support 
during COVID-19. 

From a high of 68% learning support from family members, 
57 % availed PTV TeleSchool sessions, 37% had access to 
smart phones, followed by 29% with access to computer, 
27% to paid tuition, 14% digital learning resources and 6% 
accessed radio programs.

THEME 11: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSENTEEISM
Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in school on the day of visit.

· Overa l l  student  attendance in  sur veyed 
government schools stood at 80% whereas it was 
87% in private schools.

· Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total 
number of teachers actually present on the day of 
survey.

· Overa l l  teacher  attendance  in  sur veyed 
government schools was 90%, whereas it was 92% 
in private schools.

THEME 12: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION

· 32% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 37% teachers of 
private schools. However, 27% have completed 
M.Ed in government schools compared to 21% in 
private schools. 
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THEME 13: SCHOOL FACILITIES

SURVEYED GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS:

· 70% of the surveyed government primary schools 
have functional toilets.

· 57% of the surveyed government primary schools 
have useable drinking water.

· 75% of the surveyed government primary schools, 
had complete boundary walls. 

· 46% of surveyed government primary schools had 
play grounds.

· 68% of surveyed government primary schools had 
electricity connection.

·  6% of surveyed government primary schools had 
computer labs and 4% had internet facilities.

SURVEYED PRIVATE SCHOOLS: 

· 71% of the surveyed private primary schools have 
functional toilets.

· 77% of the surveyed private primary schools have 
useable drinking water. 

· 77% of the surveyed private primary schools had 
complete boundary walls. 

· 42% of surveyed private primary schools had play 
grounds.

· 68% of surveyed private primary schools had 
electricity connection.

· 98% of surveyed private primary schools had 
computer labs and 94% had internet facilities.

THEME 14: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
25% of the government primary schools and 4% private 
primary schools received grants.

· 528 surveyed government primary schools had 
received grants in 2021 as compared to 12 surveyed 
private primary schools.

THEME 15: DISABILITIES & FUNCTIONINGS 

ASER 2021, as part of the school level survey, included a 
"Health and Disability" section, whereby the head 
teachers/teachers were asked a number of questions 
pertaining to Children with Disabilities and Facilities for 
Children with Disabilities in their respective schools. 

At the national level, 21% of the surveyed government 
schools were reported to be having children with disabilities 
while 24% of the private schools reported the same.  

THEME 16: HOUSEHOLDS' ACCESS TO: TECHNOLOGY

ASER 2021 included a range of questions from households 
on technology access.

77% of households across all rural districts have mobile 
phones and 62% have smart phones.

Amongst mobile users, 89% use WhatsApp services, whilst 
64% use SMS facility.

2 3 %  h av e  i n te r n e t  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  1 8 %  h av e 
computer/laptops. 65% households have TV and 18% have 
radio.
 
THEME 17: HOUSEHOLDS' ACCESS TO SOCIAL SAFETY NETS 
& IMPACT ON INCOME AND WELL-BEING

16% of the households stated that they have received 
support from social safety nets (Ehsaas, BISP, PSPA, 
Akhuwat etc.)

16% households stated that their earnings during Covid 
were affected by more than 50%.

30% households stated that their psychological well-being 
was substantially affected during Covid.
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LEARNING SUPPORT DURING COVID-19  

 

LEARNING DURING COVID-19 (STUDY DURING SCHOOLS SHUT DOWN)  

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

57

6
14

27

68

29
37

PTV's Teleschool Govt.'s Radio
school programs

School provided
Digital Learning

Resources

Paid Tui�on Family members Computer Smart Phone

% Children-Type of Learning Support Availed

54%
30%

11%
5%

Average daily hours given to Studies

Less than 1 hr

1 - 2 hrs

2 - 4 hrs

More than 4 hrs

64

53 55

English Urdu Mathema�cs

Subject that % children who found it 
difficult to study on their own

52%

48%

Do children feel confident to study on 
their own if Schools Shut Down again?

Yes

No

30%

70%

Did School provide Learning Material?

Yes

No

 

 

9%

12%

3%

6%
70%

How o�en did School Management reach for providing Learning Support?

More than once a week

Once a week

Once every two weeks

Once a month

Never
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Pvt. Madrasah other

6 - 10 65.6 7.1 3.5 0.0 16.8 7.0 100

11 - 13 60.4 0.6 4..4 0.0 14.3 25.0 100

14 - 16 38.1 5.7 4.8 0.0 18.8 32.6 100

6 - 16 53.4 4.5 4.2 0.0 16.6 21.5 100

Total 100

By Type 86.0 7.2 6.8 0.0

(5.1+

Pvt. Madrasah other

3 16.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 100

4 10.4 15.0 0.0 0.0 100

5 33.7 20.2 0.0 0.0 100

3 - 5 20.0 11.9 0.0 0.0 100

Total 100

By Type 64.2 35.8 0.0 0.0

Age / 
Class

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 100.0 77.5 59.3 8.3

2 32.9 61.1

3 20.4 45.4

4 14.3 20.9 35.5

5 38.5 19.8 42.2

6 28.1 18.1

7 25.1

8

9

10

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

0.0 22.5
7.8

10.2
4.1

36.2
35.6 14.5

10.8

2.1
5.0

100

16

100

41.1

27.3

4.7

20.5

33.6

14.9

29.6

100

1.9

1.1.SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND OUT-OF-SCHOOL CHILDREN

1.2. EARLY YEARS SCHOOLING (PRE-SCHOOLING)

46.1

69.1

1.ACCESS

29.4

42.9

100

6.5

6.2

5.0

1.8

3.4

18.4

19.6

16.3

9.9

12.7

100

13

18.0

32.0

18.2

29.9

Drop-out

TotalAge group Govt.
Non-state providers

30.1 69.1

86.7

74.6

62.1

Govt.

Enrollment by gender and type of school

Out-of-school children by genderClass-wise enrollment

Children not attending any pre-school

38.1

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

Out-of-school

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school

Total
Age group

3.8

6.4
21.9

27.7

Total1514

Non-state providers Never 

enrolled

11 11
18

17 18
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 36.0 39.4 17.3 5.1 2.2 100

2 18.8 32.3 32.6 10.8 5.5 100

3 10.9 14.4 39.5 23.7 11.5 100

4 0.0 7.0 18.6 53.9 20.6 100

5 0.0 15.1 14.7 23.9 46.3 100

6 0.0 7.2 12.8 18.5 61.5 100

7 0.0 7.0 5.2 12.0 75.9 100

8 0.0 0.0 7.0 15.5 77.5 100

9 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.7 83.3 100

10 0.0 0.0 1.0 11.6 87.4 100

Capital Small

1 45.8 29.9 17.4 5.6 1.3 100

2 38.0 21.0 28.0 8.2 4.8 100

3 31.6 22.3 20.8 15.5 9.8 100

4 0.0 17.4 29.4 35.9 17.3 100

5 0.0 13.2 20.2 27.9 38.8 100

6 0.0 10.4 20.6 27.3 41.7 100

7 0.0 5.1 19.7 25.8 49.4 100

8 0.0 0.0 7.5 17.6 74.9 100

9 0.0 0.0 9.5 12.3 76.2 100

10 0.0 0.0 7.1 14.4 78.5 100

Learning levels: Out-of-school

Learning levels by school type

Who can read sentences Learning levels: Out-of-school

2.QUALITY

Who can read story

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read:7.3%(5.1+2.2) children of class 1 can read atleast sentences

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

2.2. LEARNING LEVELS (ENGLISH)

Learning levels by school type

How to read:6.9%(5.6+1.3) children of class 1 can read atleast words

2.1. LEARNING LEVELS (URDU)

67
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47
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55
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Learning level by gender

Learning level by gender
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1-9 10-99 100-200 2 Digits 3 Digits

1 35.2 26.4 19.8 11.1 6.0 1.3 0.3 100

2 15.1 31.3 24.6 15.2 9.2 3.9 0.7 100

3 12.3 17.1 22.5 21.1 11.9 10.2 4.9 100

4 4.3 7.4 9.9 26.2 25.1 13.5 13.7 100

5 7.8 9.3 9.4 9.6 17.2 20.4 26.3 100

6 2.6 4.3 7.5 8.2 14.4 27.7 35.3 100

7 0.0 0.0 8.4 9.2 11.7 23.1 47.7 100

8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 14.1 30.8 54.4 100

9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.7 28.6 67.7 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.8 27.3 68.9 100

Type/Grade II III IV

Govt. 13.8 2.2 2.3

Pvt. 15.6 6.5 100.0

How to read:7.6%(6+1.3+0.3) children of class 1 can do atleast subtraction

Who can do division Learning levels: Out-of-school

3.1. CLASS-WISE % CHILDREN ATTENDING PAID TUITION

3.PARENTAL EDUCATION AND PAID TUITION

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction Division 

(2 Digits)
Total

2.3. LEARNING LEVELS (ARITHMETIC)

Learning levels by school type

3.3. Paid Tuition3.2. Parental Education
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4.SCHOOLS

4.3.TEACHER'S QUALIFICATION (%TEACHERS)

Government Schools Private Schools

Matric 4.9 12.5

Intermediate 29.8 29.4

Graduation 42.1 34.9

Master and Above 21.7 21.4

Other 1.6 1.8

General qualification

Government Schools Private Schools

PTC 30.2 34.9

CT 18.1 7.9

BED 35.3 39.3

MED 13.9 12.0

Other 2.5 5.9

Professional qualification

4.2. ATTENDANCE (%) ON THE DAY OF VISIT

4.1.NUMBER  OF SURVEYED SCHOOLS

Boys & Girls Boys Girls Total Boys & Girls Boys Girls Total

Primary 247 318 72 637 48 8 2 58

Elementary 17 91 17 125 33 1 0 34

Secondary 27 133 16 176 12 0 0 12

Other - 1 0 0 1

Total 291 542 105 938 94 9 2 105

Type/Level
Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

Children attendance 76.9 78.5 80.0 78.3 85.2 85.2 82.6 85.5 84.2

Teacher attendance 92.0 87.9 89.7 90.0 100.0 96.6 56.2 90.6 83.5

Type/Level
Private SchoolsGovernment Schools

4.4. SCHOOL FACILITIES (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Running water available in 
handwashing sinks

6.8 18.5 29.5 12.7 20.0 23.1 25.0 0.0 21.3

Complete boundary wall / fence 57.3 79.0 92.0 66.7 75.0 4.2 0.0* 0.0* 1.4*

Useable toilets / latrines for students 33.3 66.1 75.6 45.7 72.0 5.9* 20.0 0.0* 5.0*

Useable furniture 41.7 66.9 77.7 51.8 25.0 32.4 45.5 100.0 30.4

Working library 1.9 8.9 22.9 6.8 91.1 94.1 80.0 100.0 91.1

Playground 29.8 46.8 67.6 39.2 15.0 100.0* 100.0* 100.0* 100.0*

Soap/Handwash available in 
handwashing sinks

2.7 7.3 14.9 5.6 0.0 11.8 10.0 0.0 5.0

Electricity connection 49.8 52.8 63.6 52.8 42.9 23.5 20.0 0.0 33.7

Smart Boards 26.1 42.6 54.3 33.5 78.6 61.8 70.0 100.0 72.3

Solar panels 0.5 4.8 17.1 4.2 96.4 97.1 100.0 100.0 97.0

Separate toilets for girls and boys 6.2 20.0 23.6 11.3 41.1 8.8 10.0 0.0 26.7

Running water available in toilets 14.5 39.5 50.6 24.6 25.0 20.6 40.0 0.0 24.8

Disinfectants available for cleaning 5.2 22.8 31.4 12.5 75.0 76.5 80.0 100.0 76.2

Toilets Cleanliness 12.7 35.5 47.4 22.3 34.5 52.9 20.0 100.0 40.0

Clean Drinking water available for 
students

20.4 43.5 56.9 30.3 72.7 73.5 60.0 100.0 72.0

Isolataion room available 4.0 8.1 10.9 5.8 44.4 47.1 20.0 0.0 42.4

First Aid Equipment Available 1.0 7.3 14.4 4.3 72.7 47.1 44.4 100.0 61.6

Covid-19 Tests done in school by the 
government

0.5 3.3 4.7 1.6 70.4 67.6 55.6 100.0 68.4

Facilities in Schools
Government Schools Private Schools

---

*represents insufficient data
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4.5. FUNDS/GRANTS (%SCHOOLS)

4.7. SCHOOL POLICY ON SUSPECTED COVID-19 CASES (%SCHOOLS)

4.6. COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary* other* Overall

Alternate day Schooling 0.2 0.0 1.2 0.3 18.2 26.5 11.1 0.0 20.2

Awareness posters/IEC material 
displayed in school

9.8 22.8 22.4 13.8 7.3 2.9 0.0 0.0 5.1

Temperature check at entrance 0.8 8.2 6.4 2.8 9.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.2

Hand sanitization at Entrance 3.9 12.2 10.5 6.2 3.7 2.9 0.0 0.0 3.0

Masks worn by teachers and 
students at school

5.7 16.3 26.2 10.9 9.3 8.8 0.0 0.0 8.0

Hand sanitizer available inside and 
outside of the classroom for students

1.8 8.2 5.8 3.4 1.8 2.9 0.0 0.0 2.0

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary* other* Overall

Move them to isolation room 18.2 25.0 20.0 19.4 14.5 11.8 0.0 0.0 11.9

Send the person home immediately 94.2 92.6 97.2 94.4 18.2 14.7 0.0 0.0 14.9

Call nearby health facility 80.0 90.5 11.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.1

Call Covid-19 helpline 91.9 85.7 91.9 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.3

No policy -

Other

Government Schools Private Schools
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Wall

Toilets Playground Water Boundary
Wall

Toilets Playground Water

2021 2019

School Facilities at Primary Level

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Other Primary Elementary Secondary Other

30 0 11 31 0 1 0 0

5.7 0 11.7 21.7 0 2.1 0 0

49973.3 - 42945.5 91367.7 - 50000 - -

51 1 18 38 0 1 1 0

9.7 33.3 19.1 26.6 0 2.1 2.9 0

41354.9 5300 59727.8 84005.3 - 0 0 -

Government Schools Private Schools

2020

# of schools reported receiving grants

 % of schools reported receiving grants

Average amount of grant (Rs.)

2021

# of schools reported receiving grants

% of schools reported receiving grants

Average amount of grant (Rs.)

57

75

33

72

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

0.0 0.0

0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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Learning levels by school type

4.8. SCHOOL'S LEAVE POLICY FOR CONFIRMED POSITIVE CASES (%SCHOOLS)

4.11. FACILITIES FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

4.9. COMPUTER LAB AND INTERNET FACILITY IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

4.10. DISABLITIES & FUNCTIONING IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Continue learning learning/teaching 
from home

16.7 50.0 16.7 25.0 0.0 0.0

14-days leave 91.2 84.6 93.1 90.5 92.9 98.1

Return back to school only after a 
negative COVID test

95.1 94.7 96.0 95.2 0.0 0.0

No policy 0.0 0.0

Other 0.0 0.0

Government Schools Private Schools*

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

No Disabilities

Some Disabilities

Children with disabilties
Government Schools Private Schools

1 1
14

3 0 0 00 0 4 1

50

0

43 44

00 2

25
13

0
11

0 0 2 6 0 0 3

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Government Schools Private Schools

Computer lab and Internet facility in Schools (%)

Computer lab in schools Internet available in the schools Internet in computer labs Internet in offices Internet in classrooms

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Ramps 0.0 50.0 0.0 0.0 50.0

Accessible Toilets 0.0 0.0 23.8 9.4 0.0 50.0 0.0 0.0 50.0

Health and Nutrition ofcer 0.0 0.0 0.0

other facilities** 0.0 50.0 0.0 0.0 50.0

Facilities in Schools
Government Schools Private Schools

0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0.00.00.00.0

0.00.00.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.00.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0
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92.6 100.0 90.5 100.0 100.0 97.3

7.4 0.0 9.5 0.0 0.0 2.7

95.2 91.4 83.8

4.8 8.6 16.2

**Special Staff, Janitorial Staff, Pick and Drop Facilities *”0"represents insufcient data
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4.12.TYPE OF DISABILITIES (AVG. NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN SCHOOLS)

1.9

0.0 0.0

1.5

0.0 0.0

1.0

0.0 0.0

2.0

0.0 0.0
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Cannot do at
all
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Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Visual Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools
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1.3
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0.0
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0.0 0.0
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Hearing Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

1.4

0.0 0.0

1.0 1.0

0.0

1.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Physical Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Intellectual Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

0.7

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Self Care Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

0.9

0.0 0.0

1.5

0.0 0.00.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Communication Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

BALOCHISTAN - RURAL

Sample Composition

· ASER 2021 survey was conducted in 35 rural 
districts of Balochistan. This covered 20,158 
households in 1018 villages throughout the 
province during September-November 2021. 

· Detailed information was collected on 64,191 
children (57% males, 43% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 52,561 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies. 

· School information on public and private schools 
was collected. A total of 938 government schools 
and 105 private schools were surveyed.

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has increased when 
compared to 2019.

· In 2021, 38% of children were reported to be out-of-
school which has increased when compared to 
2019 (30%). 17% children have never been enrolled 
in a school and 21% have dropped out of school for 
various reasons. 

· 62% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 86% (86% in 2019) of children were 
enrolled in government schools whereas 14% (14% 
in 2019) of children were going to non-state 
institutions (7% private schools, 7% Madrassah, 0% 
other).
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in government 
schools, 58% were boys and 42% were girls whereas 
in private schools 60% enrolled children were boys 
and 40% were girls. 

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Proportion of enrolled children has decreased in 2021 as 
compared to 2019.

· 31% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 3-5 years were enrolled in schools as 
compared to 32% in 2019. 

· 69% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/schooling. 

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS
Learning levels of children are assessed through language 
and arithmetic tools. The same tools are used for all children 
between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy and numeracy 
assessments cover up to Class 2 level competencies mapped 
to the Single National Curriculum. 

Learning levels of children (in class 5) have declined: 

· 46% of class 5 children could read a class 2 level 
story in Urdu compared to 48% in 2019.  

· 12% of class 3 children could read story in Urdu as 
compared to 12% in 2019. 

English learning levels (in class 5) have declined: 

· 39% class 5 children could read sentences (class 2 
level) compared to 40% in 2019. 

· 10% class 3 children could read class 2 level 
sentences as compared to 10% in 2019.  

Arithmetic learning levels (in class 5 and class 3) have 
declined: 

· 26% class 5 children could do two digit division as 
compared to 35% in 2019. 

· 5% children enrolled in class 3 could do two digit 
division as compared to 9% in 2019. 

THEME 5:  LEARNING LEVELS  BY SCHOOL TYPE 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)

Children enrolled in private schools are performing better 
compared to their government counterparts. 

· 55% children enrolled in class 5 in a private school 
were able to read at least story in Urdu as compared 
to 47% class 5 children enrolled in government 
schools. 

1ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed 
after analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the 
provincial and national level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure 
comparability, consistency and reliability across provinces and over time.
2 https://snc.gov.pk/ 
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THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION

· 12% mother (18% in 2019) and 36% fathers (43% in 
2019) in the sampled households had completed at 
least primary education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater in government school 
students. Overall paid tuition students in government 
schools is 13% compared to 10% in private schools.

· Children across all classes take private tuition; 
however, the percentage of students taking tuition 
varies at different class-level. For example, in 
government schools, 19% children enrolled in class 
1 take private tuition whereas 37% children in class 
10 take tuition.  

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
58% of surveyed government schools and 32% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· Children of Class 2 and Class 8 sitting together with 
any other classes were observed for multi-grade 
teaching with one teacher teaching more than one 
grade. 

· It was found that 58% of the surveyed government 
schools and 32% of the surveyed private schools 
had Class 2 sitting with other classes. Also 4% of 
surveyed government schools and 35% of surveyed 
private schools had class 8 sitting with other 
classes.

THEME 10: LEARNING SUPPORT DURING COVID 
(CHILDREN's RESPONSES)
Children (5-16 years) were asked about learning support 
during COVID-19. 

From a high of 65% support availed from family members, 
39% was taken from PTV TeleSchool sessions, 35% had 
access to computers and 29% to smart phones, 11% to paid 
tuition, 5% digital learning resources and 3% accessed radio 
programs for learning support.  

THEME 11: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSENTEEISM
Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in schools on the day of visit.

· Overa l l  student  attendance in  sur veyed 
government schools stood at 78% whereas it was 
84% in surveyed private schools.

Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total number of 
teachers actually present on the day of survey.

· Overa l l  teacher  attendance  in  sur veyed 
government schools stood at 90%, whereas it was 
84% in surveyed private schools.

THEME 12: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION

· 42% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 35% teachers of 
surveyed private schools. However, 14% have 
completed M.Ed in government schools compared 
to 12% in private schools. 
THEME 13: SCHOOL FACILITIES

SURVEYED GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS:

· 33% of the surveyed government primary schools 
have functional toilets.

· 20% of the surveyed government primary schools 
have useable drinking water.

· Amongst the surveyed government primary 
schools, 57% had complete boundary walls.

· 30% of surveyed government primary schools had 
play grounds.

· 50% of surveyed government primary schools had 
electricity connection.

· 1% of surveyed government primary schools had 
computer labs and 0% had internet facilities.
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SURVEYED PRIVATE SCHOOLS:

· 2% of the surveyed private primary schools have 
functional toilets.

· 73% of the surveyed private primary schools have 
useable drinking water. 

· Amongst the surveyed private primary schools, 0% 
had complete boundary walls.

· 100% of surveyed private primary schools had play 
grounds.

· 43% of surveyed private primary schools had 
electricity connection.

· 100% of surveyed private primary schools had 
computer labs and 93% had internet facilities.

THEME 14: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
10% of the government primary schools and 0% private 
primary schools received grants.

· 51 surveyed government primary schools were 
receiving grants in 2021 as compared to 0 surveyed 
private primary schools.

THEME 15: DISABILITIES & FUNCTIONINGS

ASER 2021, as part of the school level survey, included a 
"Health and Disability" section under which the head 
teachers/teachers were asked a number of questions 
pertaining to Children with Disabilities and Facilities for 
Children with Disabilities in their respective schools. 

At the provincial level, 5% of the surveyed government 
primary schools were reported to be having children with 
disabilities while 0% of the surveyed private primary 
schools reported the same. 

THEME 16: HOUSEHOLDS' ACCESS TO: TECHNOLOGY

ASER 2021 also included a wide range of questions from the 
households on technological access. 

77% of households have mobile phones and 55% have 
smart phones.

Amongst mobile users, 97% use WhatsApp services, whilst 
63% use SMS facility.

2 2 %  h av e  i n te r n e t  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  1 4 %  h av e 
computer/laptops. 47% households have TV and 21% have 
radio.

THEME 17: HOUSEHOLDS' ACCESS TO SOCIAL SAFETY NETS 
& IMPACT ON INCOME AND WELL-BEING

14% of the households stated that they have received 
support from social safety nets (Ehsaas, BISP, PSPA, 
Akhuwat etc.)

11% households stated that their earnings during Covid 
were affected by more than 50%.

34% of the households stated that their psychological well-
being was substantially affected during Covid
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LEARNING SUPPORT DURING COVID-19
 

LEARNING DURING COVID-19 (STUDY DURING SCHOOLS SHUT DOWN)  

 
 

  
 

% Children Type of Learning Support Availed

Average daily hours given to Studies Subject that % children who found it 
difficult to study on their own

Do children feel confident to study on 
their own if Schools Shut Down again?

Did School provide Learning Material?

How o�en did School Management reach for providing Learning Support?

39

3 5
11

65

35
29

PTV's Teleschool Govt.'s Radio
school programs

School provided
Digital Learning

Resources

Paid Tui�on Family members Computer Smart Phone

82%

12%

2% 4%

Less than 1 hr

1 - 2 hrs

2 - 4 hrs

More than 4 hrs
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English Urdu Mathema�cs
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Yes

No

14%

86%
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Once every two weeks

Once a month

Never

73 ASER Pakistan 2021



GILGIT-BALTISTAN
(RURAL)



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

GILGIT-BALTISTAN - RURAL

Kharmang

Ghanche
Skardu

Shigar

Astor

Diamer

Gilgit

Ghizer Nagar

Hunza

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.

75 ASER Pakistan 2021



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

GILGIT-BALTISTAN - RURAL

76ASER Pakistan 2021

GhancheSkardu

Shigar

Astor

Diamer

Gilgit

Ghizer Nagar

Hunza

Kharmang

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

GILGIT-BALTISTAN - RURAL

GhancheSkardu

Shigar

Astor

Diamer

Gilgit

Ghizer Nagar

Hunza

Kharmang

Out of School Girls

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.

77 ASER Pakistan 2021



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

GILGIT-BALTISTAN - RURAL

78ASER Pakistan 2021

Ghanche
Skardu

Shigar

Astor

Diamer

Gilgit

Ghizer Nagar

Hunza

Kharmang

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

GILGIT-BALTISTAN - RURAL

GhancheSkardu

Shigar

Astor

Diamer

Gilgit

Ghizer
Nagar

Hunza

Kharmang

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.

79 ASER Pakistan 2021



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

GILGIT-BALTISTAN - RURAL

80ASER Pakistan 2021

GhancheSkardu

Shigar

Astor

Diamer

Gilgit

Ghizer Nagar

Hunza

Kharmang

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

GILGIT-BALTISTAN - RURAL

GhancheSkardu

Shigar

Astor

Diamer

Gilgit

Ghizer Nagar

Hunza

Kharmang

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.

81 ASER Pakistan 2021



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

GILGIT-BALTISTAN - RURAL

82ASER Pakistan 2021

Pvt. Madrasah other

6 - 10 60.5 25.3 0.8 0.1 6.1 7.2 100

11 - 13 67.8 22.9 0.1 0.0 5.5 3.7 100

14 - 16 68.3 23.9 0.0 0.0 3.4 4.4 100

6 - 16 65.5 24.0 0.3 0.1 5.0 5.1 100

Total 100

By Type 72.9 26.7 0.3 0.1

(5.4+

Pvt. Madrasah other

3 9.8 6.8 0.0 0.0 100

4 12.8 17.1 0.0 0.0 100

5 26.0 42.5 0.1 0.0 100

3 - 5 16.2 22.1 0.0 0.0 100

Total 100

By Type 39.8 60.1 0.1 0.0

Age / 
Class

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 100.0 80.3 47.5 17.6

2 36.9 40.3

3 26.7 48.0

4 23.1 20.1 21.3

5 51.1 21.7 19.8

6 35.4 25.6

7 30.2

8

9

10

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

0.0 19.7
15.6

15.4
10.6

18.3
16.1 12.7

14.2

8.9
12.7

100

16

100

16.1

22.5

38.5

8.5

23.0

37.8

19.2

100

8.4

1.1.SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND OUT-OF-SCHOOL CHILDREN

1.2. EARLY YEARS SCHOOLING (PRE-SCHOOLING)

31.4

61.6

1.ACCESS

26.4

50.8

100

10.5

7.8

8.0

8.3

5.4

16.2

11.0

11.3

9.3

12.2

100

13

14.0

22.7

19.9

35.0

Drop-out

TotalAge group Govt.
Non-state providers

38.4 61.6

83.4

70.1

89.9

Govt.

Enrollment by gender and type of school

Out-of-school children by genderClass-wise enrollment

Children not attending any pre-school

10.1

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

Out-of-school

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school

Total
Age group

10.2

14.3
20.1

22.8

Total1514

Non-state providers Never 

enrolled

4 3 5
6 4 5
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 38.3 28.3 20.2 5.4 7.9 100

2 21.4 34.7 25.5 8.2 10.2 100

3 14.9 15.2 38.0 15.8 16.1 100

4 7.4 7.6 16.4 21.2 47.4 100

5 3.9 6.3 16.6 21.4 52.0 100

6 0.0 11.5 9.6 15.8 63.1 100

7 0.0 6.1 14.1 12.1 67.7 100

8 0.0 0.0 11.1 13.8 75.1 100

9 0.0 0.0 9.2 14.2 76.5 100

10 0.0 0.0 1.5 14.3 84.3 100

Capital Small

1 37.5 22.6 25.2 12.4 2.3 100

2 35.8 22.7 19.1 18.5 3.9 100

3 22.6 12.9 25.0 25.5 14.0 100

4 10.5 10.3 14.2 18.2 46.8 100

5 0.0 11.8 13.1 14.1 61.0 100

6 0.0 4.8 9.7 13.2 72.4 100

7 0.0 0.0 11.6 14.5 73.9 100

8 0.0 0.0 0.0 19.2 80.8 100

9 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.2 83.8 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.6 84.4 100

Learning levels: Out-of-school

Learning levels by school type

Who can read sentences Learning levels: Out-of-school

2.QUALITY

Who can read story

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read:13.3%(5.4+7.9) children of class 1 can read atleast sentences

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

2.2. LEARNING LEVELS (ENGLISH)

Learning levels by school type

How to read:14.7%(12.4+2.3) children of class 1 can read atleast words

2.1. LEARNING LEVELS (URDU)
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1-9 10-99 100-200 2 Digits 3 Digits

1 28.5 16.7 25.6 12.8 12.1 1.3 3.0 100

2 4.7 23.4 20.7 17.8 8.2 4.5 20.7 100

3 5.3 7.2 9.8 11.8 11.4 9.2 45.3 100

4 1.2 2.5 5.2 7.5 8.9 10.6 64.1 100

5 0.8 2.3 4.8 5.9 7.9 13.5 64.8 100

6 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.8 11.3 12.5 67.4 100

7 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.9 8.1 10.8 75.2 100

8 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.0 7.8 14.1 74.1 100

9 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.1 8.8 10.5 77.6 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.9 3.2 7.2 87.7 100

Type/Grade II III IV

Govt. 22.8 6.2 13.6

Pvt. 17.6 23.3 27.5

How to read:16.4%(12.1+1.3+3) children of class 1 can do atleast subtraction

Who can do division Learning levels: Out-of-school

3.PARENTAL EDUCATION AND PAID TUITION

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction Division 

(2 Digits)
Total

2.3. LEARNING LEVELS (ARITHMETIC)

Learning levels by school type

3.3. Paid Tuition3.2. Parental Education

IX

17.7

25.1

X

25.9

28.4

VI

22.2

25.8

V
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VIII
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4.4. SCHOOL FACILITIES (SCHOOLS)

4.2. ATTENDANCE (%) ON THE DAY OF VISIT

4.SCHOOLS
4.1.NUMBER  OF SURVEYED SCHOOLS

4.3.TEACHER'S QUALIFICATION (%TEACHERS)

Boys & Girls Boys Girls Total Boys & Girls Boys Girls Total

Primary 63 77 21 161 49 2 0 51

Elementary 31 39 20 90 39 1 1 41

Secondary 36 52 32 120 62 2 4 68

Other - 31 0 0 31

Total 130 168 73 371 181 5 5 191

Type/Level
Government Schools Private Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

Matric 2.1 1.8

Intermediate 13.5 15.8

Graduation 43.2 37.3

Master and Above 41.0 44.9

Other 0.1 0.2

General qualification

Government Schools Private Schools

PTC 2.7 2.3

CT 14.8 17.3

BED 56.4 59.4

MED 26.0 19.5

Other 0.1 1.6

Professional qualification

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

Children attendance 87.3 88.4 87.6 87.8 87.3 91.1 90.6 87.3 88.4

Teacher attendance 88.2 83.9 88.7 87.2 93.9 97.4 94.2 92.3 93.5

Type/Level
Private SchoolsGovernment Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Running water available in 
handwashing sinks

38.5 55.2 60.5 49.6 33.3 30.0 15.6 18.5 23.9

Complete boundary wall / fence 62.7 79.1 84.9 73.8 75.0 9.7* 12.2* 17.9* 13.8*

Useable toilets / latrines for students 57.0 78.7 92.4 73.8 72.0 36.8 52.9 25.8 42.5*

Useable furniture 62.9 78.2 84.5 73.5 68.8 72.5 81.8 54.8 71.9

Working library 10.0 26.1 48.7 26.4 81.6 95.0 91.0 93.3 89.8

Playground 29.2 64.4 79.0 53.7 52.0 7.1* 3.2* 7.1* 4.1*

Soap/Handwash available in 
handwashing sinks

18.1 28.7 36.7 26.7 16.3 10.3 25.0 19.4 18.7

Electricity connection 66.7 79.3 92.4 78.1 85.7 73.7 79.4 64.3 77.6

Smart Boards 38.6 52.9 68.4 51.7 95.8 87.2 80.9 90.3 87.6

Solar panels 7.5 12.6 21.0 13.1 71.4 92.3 83.6 77.4 81.2

Separate toilets for girls and boys 26.9 47.2 62.5 43.4 75.0 66.7 72.1 51.7 68.5

Running water available in toilets 35.2 63.2 78.6 55.9 79.6 64.1 73.5 71.0 72.7

Disinfectants available for cleaning 30.6 46.5 66.1 46.0 83.7 82.1 81.5 90.3 83.7

Toilets Cleanliness 41.9 64.0 83.9 60.7 69.4 74.4 86.6 71.0 76.9

Clean Drinking water available for 
students

47.2 67.8 77.1 61.8 75.0 76.9 88.1 77.4 80.5

Isolataion room available 11.5 11.5 15.3 12.7 66.7 59.0 75.0 75.9 69.6

First Aid Equipment Available 12.0 12.6 34.7 19.6 75.0 74.4 80.6 86.7 78.8

Covid-19 Tests done in school by the 
government

28.7 40.7 53.4 39.6 72.9 76.9 72.7 82.8 75.3

Facilities in Schools
Government Schools Private Schools

---

*represents insufficient data
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4.5. FUNDS/GRANTS (%SCHOOLS)

4.7. SCHOOL POLICY ON SUSPECTED COVID-19 CASES (%SCHOOLS)

4.6. COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Alternate day Schooling 13.0 23.3 28.3 20.4 21.3 35.9 30.8 27.6 28.9

Awareness posters/IEC material 
displayed in school

38.7 71.6 70.9 57.2 37.0 33.3 38.5 36.7 36.7

Temperature check at entrance 27.6 52.9 60.0 44.1 32.6 33.3 43.3 41.4 38.0

Hand sanitization at Entrance 35.9 53.4 63.2 49.0 31.0 39.5 46.0 43.3 40.5

Masks worn by teachers and 
students at school

44.3 61.4 65.5 55.3 65.2 83.8 78.1 74.1 75.3

Hand sanitizer available inside and 
outside of the classroom for students

26.6 37.2 48.3 36.3 42.6 52.6 55.4 43.3 49.4

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Move them to isolation room 42.9 64.3 52.9 48.8 61.7 69.2 72.3 60.0 66.9

Send the person home immediately 77.4 90.0 93.4 85.1 66.0 79.5 82.5 79.3 77.0

Call nearby health facility 51.1 91.7 87.1 72.0 56.5 51.3 46.0 50.0 50.6

Call Covid-19 helpline 35.3 80.0 69.2 50.9 62.5 100.0 73.3 0.0 73.1

No policy -

Other

Government Schools Private Schools
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Primary Elementary Secondary Other Primary Elementary Secondary Other

20 4 10 28 1 2 5 5

24.4 20 13.3 31.5 3 11.1 12.2 7.4
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# of schools reported receiving grants

 %of schools reported receiving grants

Average amount of grant (Rs.)
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Class-wise  children who can read Learning levels by school type

4.8. SCHOOL'S LEAVE POLICY FOR CONFIRMED POSITIVE CASES (%SCHOOLS)

4.11. FACILITIES FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

4.9. COMPUTER LAB AND INTERNET FACILITY IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

4.10. DISABLITIES & FUNCTIONING IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other* Overall

Continue learning learning/teaching 
from home

25.0 83.3 71.4 50.0 100.0 100.0 80.0 100.0 90.5

14-days leave 69.1 94.3 91.7 82.1 91.7 100.0 90.9 100.0 94.1

Return back to school only after a 
negative COVID test

60.0 94.4 91.1 79.4 75.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 75.0

No policy

Other

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

No Disabilities

Some Disabilities

Children with disabilties
Government Schools Private Schools

4
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100
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100

21
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Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Government Schools Private Schools

Computer lab and Internet facility in Schools (%)

Computer lab in schools Internet available in the schools Internet in computer labs Internet in offices Internet in classrooms

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Ramps 11.1 13.3 12.5 12.2 0.0 0.0 28.6 12.5 12.0

Accessible Toilets 65.0 62.5 50.0 59.6 50.0 83.3 37.5 30.0 46.4

Health and Nutrition ofcer 0.0 6.7 11.8 5.8 0.0 33.3 12.5 0.0 10.7

10.0 35.7 33.3 25.0 0.0 57.1 37.5 30.0 34.5

Facilities in Schools
Government Schools Private Schools

0

Other facilities**

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

87 ASER Pakistan 2021

76.8 85.7 68.0 77.8 67.7 75.6

23.2 14.3 32.0 22.2 32.3 24.4

78.0 77.1 75.0

22.0 22.9 25.0

**Special Staff, Janitorial Staff, Pick and Drop Facilities *”0"represents insufcient data
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4.12.TYPE OF DISABILITIES (AVG. NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN SCHOOLS)

1.2 1.0 1.0 1.2 1.0

0.0
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0.0
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Visual Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools
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Hearing Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools
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Physical Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools
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Government Schools Private Schools

1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.01.0

0.0

1.0
0.5

0.0

1.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Self Care Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

1.1 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.01.0 1.0

0.0
0.5

1.0

0.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Communication Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

GILGIT-BALTISTAN - RURAL

Sample Composition

· ASER 2021 survey was conducted in 14 rural 
districts of Gilgit Baltistan. This covered 7916 
households in 403 villages throughout the province 
during September-November 2021. 

· Detailed information was collected on 20,426 
children (56% males, 44% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 17,445 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies. 

· School information on public and private schools 
was collected. A total of 371 government schools 
and 191 private schools were surveyed.

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has increased when 
compared to 2019.

· In 2021, 10% of children were reported to be out-of-
school which has increased when compared to 
2019 (8%). 6% children have never been enrolled in 
a school and 8% have dropped out of school for 
various reasons. 

· 90% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 73% (69% in 2019) of children were 
enrolled in government schools whereas 27% (31% 
in 2019) of children were going to non-state 
institutions (27% private schools, 0% Madrassah, 
0% other). The share of private schools has dropped 
by 4% compared with 2019.
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in government 
schools, 61% were boys and 39% were girls whereas 
in private schools 54% enrolled children were boys 
and 46% were girls. 

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Proportion of enrolled children has decreased in 2021 as 
compared to 2019.

· 38% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 3-5 years were enrolled in schools as 
compared to 44% in 2019. 

· 62% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/schooling. 

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS
Learning levels of children are assessed through language 
and arithmetic tools. The same tools are used for all children 
between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy and numeracy 
assessments cover up to Class 2 level competencies mapped 
to the Single National Curriculum. 

Learning levels of children (in class 5 and class 3) have 
declined: 

· 52% of class 5 children could read a class 2 level 
story in Urdu compared to 60% in 2019.  

· 16% of class 3 children could read story in Urdu as 
compared to 20% in 2019. 

English learning levels (in class 5) have declined: 

· 61% class 5 children could read sentences (class 2 
level) compared to 65% in 2019. 

· 14% class 3 children could read class 2 level 
sentences as compared to 14% in 2019.  

Arithmetic learning levels (in class 5 and class 3) have 
declined: 

· 65% class 5 children could do two digit division as 
compared to 66% in 2019. 

· 45% children enrolled in class 3 could do two digit 
division as compared to 46% in 2019. 

THEME 5:  LEARNING LEVELS  BY SCHOOL TYPE 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)
Children enrolled in private schools are performing better 
compared to their government counterparts. 

· 51% children enrolled in class 5 in a private school 
were able to read at least story in Urdu as compared 
to 46% class 5 children enrolled in government 
schools. 

1ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed 
after analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the 
provincial and national level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure 
comparability, consistency and reliability across provinces and over time.
2 https://snc.gov.pk/ 
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· 69% private school children can read at least 
sentences in class 5 whereas only 59% government 
school children can do the same. 

· 69% children enrolled in private schools (class 5) 
were able to do division when compared to 61% 
class 5 children who were enrolled in government 
schools. 

THEME 6: GENDER GAP

Gender gap in learning continues: boys outperform girls 
(age 5-16 overall) in literacy and numeracy skills. 

· 49% of boys and 46% of girls could read at least 
sentences in Urdu. 

· 58% boys could read at least English words while 
54% of girls can do the same.

· Similarly, 46% of boys were able to do at least 
subtraction whereas only 41% girls could do it. 

THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION

· 34% mother (35% in 2019) and 59% fathers (62% in 
2019) in the sampled households had completed at 
least primary education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater in private school 
students. Overall paid tuition students in private schools is 
23% compared to 21% in government schools.

· Children across all classes take private tuition; 
however, the percentage of students taking tuition 
varies at different class-level. For example, in 
government schools, 21% children enrolled in class 
1 take private tuition whereas 26% children in class 
10 take tuition.  

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
36% of surveyed government schools and 24% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· Children of Class 2 and Class 8 sitting together with 
any other classes were observed for multi-grade 

teaching with one teacher teaching more than one 
grade. 

· It was found that 36% of the surveyed government 
schools and 24% of the surveyed private schools 
had Class 2 sitting with other classes. Also 8% of 
surveyed government schools and 18% of surveyed 
private schools had class 8 sitting with other 
classes.

THEME 10: LEARNING SUPPORT DURING COVID 
(CHILDREN's RESPONSES)
Children (5-16 years) were asked about learning support 
during COVID-19. 

From a high of 68% support availed from family members, 
45% was taken from PTV TeleSchool sessions, 37% had 
access to computers and 34% to smart phones, 18% to paid 
tuition, 14% digital learning resources and 4% accessed 
radio programs for learning support.  

THEME 11: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSENTEEISM
Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in schools on the day of visit.

· Overa l l  student  attendance in  sur veyed 
government schools stood at 88% whereas it was 
88% in surveyed private schools.

· Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total 
number of teachers actually present on the day of 
survey.

· Overa l l  teacher  attendance  in  sur veyed 
government schools stood at 87%, whereas it was 
94% in surveyed private schools.

THEME 12: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION

· 43% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 37% teachers of 
surveyed private schools. However, 26% have 
completed M.Ed in government schools compared 
to 20% in private schools. 



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

GILGIT-BALTISTAN - RURAL

SURVEYED GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS:

· 57% of the surveyed government primary schools 
have functional toilets.

· 47% of the surveyed government primary schools 
have useable drinking water.

· Amongst the surveyed government primary 
schools, 63% had complete boundary walls.

· 29% of surveyed government primary schools had 
play grounds.

· 67% of surveyed government primary schools had 
electricity connection.

· 4% of surveyed government primary schools had 
computer labs and 1% had internet facilities.

SURVEYED PRIVATE SCHOOLS:

· 43% of the surveyed private primary schools have 
functional toilets.

· 75% of the surveyed private primary schools have 
useable drinking water. 

· Amongst the surveyed private primary schools, 
16% had complete boundary walls.

· 0% of surveyed private primary schools had play 
grounds.

· 86% of surveyed private primary schools had 
electricity connection.

· 86% of surveyed private primary schools had 
computer labs and 86% had internet facilities.

THEME 14: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
52% of the government primary schools and 12% private 
primary schools received grants.

· 43 surveyed government primary schools were 
receiving grants in 2021 as compared to 4 surveyed 
private primary schools.

THEME 15: DISABILITIES & FUNCTIONINGS
ASER 2021, as part of the school level survey, included a 
"Health and Disability" section under which the head 
teachers/teachers were asked a number of questions 
pertaining to Children with Disabilities and Facilities for 
Children with Disabilities in their respective schools. 

At the provincial level, 22% of the surveyed government 
primary schools were reported to be having children with 
disabilities while 14% of the surveyed private primary 
schools reported the same. 

THEME 16: HOUSEHOLDS' ACCESS TO: TECHNOLOGY

ASER 2021 also included a wide range of questions from the 
households on technological access. 

75% of households have mobile phones and 68% have 
smart phones.
Amongst mobile users, 80% use WhatsApp services, whilst 
67% use SMS facility.

2 0 %  h av e  i n te r n e t  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  1 8 %  h av e 
computer/laptops. 59% households have TV and 9% have 
radio.

THEME 17: HOUSEHOLDS' ACCESS TO SOCIAL SAFETY NETS 
& IMPACT ON INCOME AND WELL-BEING

13% of the households stated that they have received 
support from social safety nets (Ehsaas, BISP, PSPA, 
Akhuwat etc.)

12% households stated that their earnings during Covid 
were affected by more than 50%.

29% of the households stated that their psychological well-
being was substantially affected during Covid
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LEARNING SUPPORT DURING COVID-19
 

LEARNING DURING COVID-19 (STUDY DURING SCHOOLS SHUT DOWN)  

 
 

  
 

% Children-Type of Learning Support Availed

Average daily hours given to Studies Subject that % children who found it 
difficult to study on their own

Do children feel confident to study on 
their own if Schools Shut Down again?

Did School provide Learning Material?

How o�en did School Management reach for providing Learning Support?

41%

34%

17%

8% Less than 1 hr

1 - 2 hrs

2 - 4 hrs

More than 4 hrs

52
52

51

English Urdu Mathema�cs

68%

32%
Yes

No

46%

54%

Yes

No

8%

16%

5%

17%

54%

More than once a week

Once a week

Once every two weeks

Once a month

Never

45

4
14 18

68

37 34

PTV's Teleschool Govt.'s Radio
school programs

School provided
Digital Learning

Resources

Paid Tui�on Family members Computer Smart Phone
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Pvt. Madrasah other

6 - 10 44.6 40.3 1.8 0.0 3.1 10.2 100

11 - 13 50.0 33.5 0.0 0.0 2.9 13.6 100

14 - 16 50.6 34.6 0.0 0.0 4.9 9.9 100

6 - 16 48.4 36.1 0.6 0.0 3.6 11.2 100

Total 100

By Type 56.8 42.4 0.7 0.0

(19.3+

Pvt. Madrasah other

3 5.4 10.3 0.0 0.0 100

4 19.3 37.0 0.0 0.0 100

5 41.3 50.9 0.0 0.0 100

3 - 5 22.0 32.7 0.0 0.0 100

Total 100

By Type 40.2 59.8 0.0 0.0

Age / 
Class

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 100.0 53.2 19.8 1.7

2 58.1 31.0

3 47.4 21.2

4 50.5 17.5 5.6

5 65.1 25.6 11.8

6 62.2 24.5

7 52.7

8

9

10

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

0.0 46.8
22.1

19.8
26.3

2.0
3.2 0.0

2.7

6.7
14.3

100

16

100

5.1

39.8

39.0

11.9

10.6

41.5

43.9

100

5.0

1.1.SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND OUT-OF-SCHOOL CHILDREN

1.2. EARLY YEARS SCHOOLING (PRE-SCHOOLING)

7.8

45.3

1.ACCESS

7.4

83.7

100

9.1

9.4

10.8

8.8

14.1

11.3

9.6

7.7

8.0

11.2

100

13

0.0

7.4

38.0

49.6

Drop-out

TotalAge group Govt.
Non-state providers

54.7 45.3

84.3

43.7

85.2

Govt.

Enrollment by gender and type of school

Out-of-school children by genderClass-wise enrollment

Children not attending any pre-school

14.8

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

Out-of-school

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school

Total
Age group

8.2

4.2
4.1

8.9

Total1514

Non-state providers Never 

enrolled

5 5 8
4 3
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1.3. AGE CLASS COMPOSITION
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 18.5 22.8 34.5 19.3 4.9 100

2 0.0 0.0 38.2 37.9 23.9 100

3 0.0 0.0 0.0 59.1 40.9 100

4 0.0 0.0 0.0 44.7 55.3 100

5 0.0 0.0 0.0 26.0 74.0 100

6 0.0 0.0 0.0 13.8 86.2 100

7 0.0 0.0 0.0 17.9 82.1 100

8 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.9 89.1 100

9 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.9 85.1 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.7 91.3 100

Capital Small

1 0.0 0.0 58.3 38.6 3.1 100

2 0.0 0.0 54.8 36.3 8.9 100

3 0.0 0.0 26.3 48.3 25.4 100

4 0.0 0.0 18.4 28.7 52.9 100

5 0.0 0.0 9.0 29.5 61.5 100

6 0.0 0.0 4.3 23.6 72.1 100

7 0.0 0.0 4.1 21.4 74.5 100

8 0.0 0.0 2.9 17.0 80.1 100

9 0.0 0.0 1.8 17.2 81.0 100

10 0.0 0.0 1.7 16.3 82.0 100

Learning levels: Out-of-school

Learning levels by school type

Who can read sentences Learning levels: Out-of-school

2.QUALITY

Who can read story

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read:24.2%(19.3+4.9) children of class 1 can read atleast sentences

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

2.2. LEARNING LEVELS (ENGLISH)

Learning levels by school type

How to read:41.7%(38.6+3.1) children of class 1 can read atleast words

2.1. LEARNING LEVELS (URDU)
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1-9 10-99 100-200 2 Digits 3 Digits

1 8.3 17.9 21.4 11.7 15.9 20.0 4.8 100

2 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.9 26.6 35.5 21.0 100

3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 21.2 39.4 39.4 100

4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.4 45.6 40.0 100

5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.6 40.3 51.1 100

6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 9.5 34.2 56.3 100

7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 37.2 62.8 100

8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 38.1 61.9 100

9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 31.0 69.0 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.7 87.3 100

Type/Grade II III IV

Govt. 38.1 24.2 35.3

Pvt. 30.4 24.1 22.9

How to read:40.7%(15.9+20+4.8) children of class 1 can do atleast subtraction

Who can do division Learning levels: Out-of-school

3.PARENTAL EDUCATION AND PAID TUITION

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction Division 

(2 Digits)
Total

2.3. LEARNING LEVELS (ARITHMETIC)

Learning levels by school type

3.3. Paid Tuition3.2. Parental Education

IX

29.8

78.9

X

22.0

61.1

VI

23.3

34.1
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I
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13.9

VIII
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46.4
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3.1. CLASS-WISE % CHILDREN ATTENDING PAID TUITION
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4.4. SCHOOL FACILITIES (%SCHOOLS)

4.2. ATTENDANCE (%) ON THE DAY OF VISIT

4.SCHOOLS
4.1.NUMBER  OF SURVEYED SCHOOLS

4.3.TEACHER'S QUALIFICATION (%TEACHERS)

Government Schools Private Schools

Matric 0.3 0.7

Intermediate 1.7 12.1

Graduation 16.6 40.2

Master and Above 81.4 46.6

Other 0.0 0.4

General qualification

Government Schools Private Schools

PTC 2.9 1.4

CT 6.1 16.7

BED 25.1 46.8

MED 65.9 34.7

Other 0.0 0.5

Professional qualification

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

Children attendance 92.2 94.3 94.4 93.9 86.9 85.3 87.2 88.7 87.3

Teacher attendance 97.9 99.1 97.0 97.8 97.7 100.0 99.7 98.6 99.1

Type/Level
Private SchoolsGovernment Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other* Overall

Running water available in 
handwashing sinks

100.0 100.0 72.7 90.0 0.0 12.5 0.0 0.0 5.3

Complete boundary wall / fence 90.0 100.0 100.0 96.7 100.0 11.1 0.0 0.0 4.3*

Useable toilets / latrines for students 90.0 100.0 100.0 96.7 100.0 80.0 100.0 0.0 84.6

Useable furniture 100.0 100.0 90.9 96.7 55.6 20.0 57.1 0.0 42.3

Working library 60.0 88.9 54.5 66.7 100.0 90.0 100.0 0.0 96.2

Playground 90.0 88.9 81.8 86.7 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0

Soap/Handwash available in 
handwashing sinks

40.0 55.6 27.3 40.0 11.1 10.0 28.6 0.0 15.4

Electricity connection 100.0 88.9 100.0 96.7 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0

Smart Boards 90.0 100.0 90.9 93.3 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0

Solar panels 0.0 11.1 0.0 3.3 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0

Separate toilets for girls and boys 90.0 66.7 63.6 73.3 100.0 60.0 85.7 0.0 80.8

Running water available in toilets 90.0 100.0 81.8 89.7 88.9 100.0 100.0 0.0 96.2

Disinfectants available for cleaning 100.0 100.0 81.8 93.1 88.9 88.9 71.4 0.0 84.0

Toilets Cleanliness 80.0 100.0 81.8 86.2 77.8 77.8 100.0 0.0 84.0

Clean Drinking water available for 
students

90.0 100.0 100.0 96.6 100.0 88.9 85.7 0.0 92.0

Isolataion room available 40.0 12.5 36.4 31.0 100.0 88.9 57.1 0.0 84.0

First Aid Equipment Available 70.0 87.5 63.6 72.4 100.0 100.0 85.7 0.0 96.0

Covid-19 Tests done in school by the 
government

30.0 50.0 0.0 25.0 100.0 88.9 100.0 0.0 96.0

Facilities in Schools
Government Schools Private Schools

Boys & Girls Boys Girls Total Boys & Girls Boys Girls Total

Primary 5 3 2 10 8 1 0 9

Elementary 0 6 3 9 10 0 0 10

Secondary 2 8 1 11 7 0 0 7

Other - 0 0 0 0

Total 7 17 6 30 25 1 0 26

Type/Level
Government Schools Private Schools

- - -

*represents insufficient data
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4.5. FUNDS/GRANTS (%SCHOOLS)

4.7. SCHOOL POLICY ON SUSPECTED COVID-19 CASES (%SCHOOLS)

4.6. COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

Alternate day Schooling 20.0 11.1 9.1 13.3 33.3 22.2 42.9 0.0 32.0

Awareness posters/IEC material 
displayed in school

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 88.9 77.8 85.7 0.0 84.0

Temperature check at entrance 77.8 77.8 72.7 75.9 66.7 11.1 14.3 0.0 32.0

Hand sanitization at Entrance 40.0 55.6 63.6 53.3 44.4 10.0 20.0 0.0 25.0

Masks worn by teachers and 
students at school

100.0 88.9 100.0 96.7 100.0 100.0 85.7 0.0 96.2

Hand sanitizer available inside and 
outside of the classroom for students

11.1 33.3 18.2 20.7 88.9 60.0 71.4 0.0 73.1

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

Move them to isolation room 0.0* 100.0 100.0 100.0 60.0 71.4 0.0 76.9

Send the person home immediately 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 85.7 0.0 96.2

Call nearby health facility 0.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 22.2 30.0 33.3 0.0 28.0

Call Covid-19 helpline 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0

No policy

Other

Government Schools Private Schools

10
3

8
13

0

20

40

60

80

100

CLASS 2 CLASS 8

Multi grade teaching

Government Schools Private Schools

90 90 90 90

63

88

63 63

100 100 100 100
88

100

0

20

40

60

80

100

Boundary
Wall

Toilets Playground Water Boundary
Wall

Toilets Playground Water

2021 2019

School Facilities at Primary Level

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Other Primary Elementary Secondary Other

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

- - - - - - - -

0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0

0 0 16.7 14.3 0 0 0 0

- - 10000 50000 - - - -

Government Schools Private Schools

2020*

# of schools reported receiving grants

 % of schools reported receiving grants

Average amount of grant (Rs.)

2021*

# of schools reported receiving grants

% of schools reported receiving grants

Average amount of grant (Rs.)

100100

- - - - - - - - -

-----

0.0*

*represents insufficient data

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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Learning levels by school type

4.8. SCHOOL'S LEAVE POLICY FOR CONFIRMED POSITIVE CASES (%SCHOOLS)

4.11. FACILITIES FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

4.9. COMPUTER LAB AND INTERNET FACILITY IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

4.10. DISABLITIES & FUNCTIONING IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

Continue learning learning/teaching 
from home

0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0

14-days leave 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0

Return back to school only after a 
negative COVID test

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0

No policy

Other

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

No Disabilities

Some Disabilities

Children with disabilties
Government Schools Private Schools

50

83

33

52

100 100 100

0

100

50 44
33

43

0

100
100

0

100

20 25
33

25

0

100

0 0

100100 100 100 100

33
25 20

0

27

0 0 0 0

88

38 40

0

57

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Government Schools Private Schools

Computer lab and Internet facility in Schools (%)

Computer lab in schools Internet available in the schools Internet in computer labs Internet in offices Internet in classrooms

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

Ramps 50.0 0.0 0.0 12.5 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0

Accessible Toilets 100.0 0.0 0.0 25.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0

Health and Nutrition ofcer 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0

50.0 0.0 0.0 12.5 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0

Facilities in Schools
Government Schools Private Schools

- - - - -

----

Other facilities**

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

62.5 85.7 0.0 50.0 45.0

37.5 14.3 100.0 50.0 55.0

75.0 57.1 55.6

25.0 42.9 44.4 -

-

**Special Staff, Janitorial Staff, Pick and Drop Facilities *”0"represents insufcient data
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4.12.TYPE OF DISABILITIES (AVG. NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN SCHOOLS)

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Visual Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

1.5

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.5

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Hearing Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

2.0

0.0 0.0

3.0

0.0 0.0

1.2

0.0 0.0

1.5

0.0 0.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Physical Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

4.5

0.0 0.0

4.3

0.0 0.0

2.3

0.0 0.0

2.0

0.0 0.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Intellectual Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

2.0

0.0 0.0

2.0

0.0 0.0

1.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Self Care Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

1.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00.0 0.0

1.0 1.0

0.0 0.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Communication Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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Sample Composition

· ASER 2021 survey was conducted in 1 rural district 
of Islamabad Capitol Territory. This covered 594 
households in 30 villages throughout the territory 
during September-November 2021. 

· Detailed information was collected on 1670 
children (59% males, 41% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 1461 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies. 

· School information on public and private schools 
was collected. A total of 30 government schools and 
26 private schools were surveyed.

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has increased when 
compared to 2019.

· In 2021, 15% of children were reported to be out-of-
school which has increased when compared to 
2019 (9%). 4% children have never been enrolled in 
a school and 11% have dropped out of school for 
various reasons. 

· 85% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 57% (54% in 2019) of children were 
enrolled in government schools whereas 43% (46% 
in 2019) of children were going to non-state 
institutions (42% private schools, 1% Madrassah, 
0% other). The share of private schools has dropped 
by 3% compared with 2019.
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in government 
schools, 62% were boys and 38% were girls whereas 
in private schools 57% enrolled children were boys 
and 43% were girls. 

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Proportion of enrolled children has decreased in 2021 as 
compared to 2019.

· 55% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 3-5 years were enrolled in schools as 
compared to 69% in 2019. 

· 45% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/schooling. 

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS
Learning levels of children are assessed through language 
and arithmetic tools. The same tools are used for all children 
between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy and numeracy 
assessments cover up to Class 2 level competencies mapped 
to the Single National Curriculum. 

Learning levels of children (in class 5) have declined: 

· 74% of class 5 children could read a class 2 level 
story in Urdu compared to 75% in 2019. 

· 41% of class 3 children could read story in Urdu as 
compared to 41% in 2019. 

English learning levels (in class 5 and class 3) have 
declined: 

· 62% class 5 children could read sentences (class 2 
level) compared to 64% in 2019. 

· 25% class 3 children could read class 2 level 
sentences as compared to 26% in 2019.  

Arithmetic learning levels (in class 5 and class 3) have 
declined: 

· 51% class 5 children could do two digit division as 
compared to 57% in 2019. 

· 39% children enrolled in class 3 could do two digit 
division as compared to 48% in 2019. 

THEME 5:  LEARNING LEVELS  BY SCHOOL TYPE 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)
Children enrolled in private schools are performing better 
compared to their government counterparts. 

· 75% children enrolled in class 5 in a private school 
were able to read at least story in Urdu as compared 
to 72% class 5 children enrolled in government 
schools. 

1ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed 
after analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the 
provincial and national level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure 
comparability, consistency and reliability across provinces and over time.
2 https://snc.gov.pk/ 
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· 57% private school children can read at least words 
in class 3 whereas only 36% government school 
children can do the same. 

· 59% children enrolled in private schools (class 5) 
were able to do division when compared to 52% 
class 5 children who were enrolled in government 
schools. 

THEME 6: GENDER GAP
Gender gap in learning continues: boys outperform girls 
(age 5-16 overall) in literacy and numeracy skills. 

· 56% of boys and 53% of girls could read at least 
sentences in Urdu. 

· 59% boys could read at least English words while 
56% of girls can do the same.

· Similarly, 46% of boys were able to do at least 
subtraction whereas only 50% girls could do it. 

THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION

· 83% mother (85% in 2019) and 95% fathers (81% in 
2019) in the sampled households had completed at 
least primary education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater in private school 
students. Overall paid tuition students in private schools is 
30% compared to 29% in government schools.

· Children across all classes take private tuition; 
however, the percentage of students taking tuition 
varies at different class-level. For example, in 
government schools, 31% children enrolled in class 
1 take private tuition whereas 22% children in class 
10 take tuition.  

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
10% of surveyed government schools and 8% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· Children of Class 2 and Class 8 sitting together with 
any other classes were observed for multi-grade 
teaching with one teacher teaching more than one 

grade. 

· It was found that 10% of the surveyed government 
schools and 8% of the surveyed private schools had 
Class 2 sitting with other classes. Also 3% of 
surveyed government schools and 13% of surveyed 
private schools had class 8 sitting with other classes

THEME 10: LEARNING SUPPORT DURING COVID 
(CHILDREN's RESPONSES)
Children (5-16 years) were asked about learning support 
during COVID-19. 

95% support was availed from computers, 89% was taken 
from PTV TeleSchool sessions, 71% from family members, 
67% from radio programs, 62% had access to smart phones, 
25% to paid tuitions and 21% to digital learning resources.

THEME 11: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSENTEEISM
Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in schools on the day of visit.

· Overa l l  student  attendance in  sur veyed 
government schools stood at 94% whereas it was 
87% in surveyed private schools.

· Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total 
number of teachers actually present on the day of 
survey.

· Overa l l  teacher  attendance  in  sur veyed 
government schools stood at 98%, whereas it was 
99% in surveyed private schools.

THEME 12: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION

· 17% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 40% teachers of 
surveyed private schools. 66% have completed 
M.Ed in government schools compared to 35% in 
private schools. 
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THEME 13: SCHOOL FACILITIES
SURVEYED GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS:

· 90% of the surveyed government primary schools 
have functional toilets.

· 90% of the surveyed government primary schools 
have useable drinking water. 

· Amongst the surveyed government primary 
schools, 90% had complete boundary walls.

· 90% of surveyed government primary schools had 
play grounds.

· 100% of surveyed government primary schools had 
electricity connection.

· 50% of surveyed government primary schools had 
computer labs and 50% had internet facilities.

SURVEYED PRIVATE SCHOOLS:

· 78% of the surveyed private primary schools have 
functional toilets.

· 100% of the surveyed private primary schools have 
useable drinking water.

· Amongst the surveyed private primary schools, 0% 
had complete boundary walls.

· 100% of surveyed private primary schools had play 
grounds.

· 100% of surveyed private primary schools had 
electricity connection.

· 100% of surveyed private primary schools had 
computer labs and 0% had internet facilities.

THEME 14: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
0% of the government primary schools and 0% private 
primary schools received grants.

· 0 surveyed government primary schools were 
receiving grants in 2021 as compared to 0 surveyed 
private primary schools.

THEME 15: DISABILITIES & FUNCTIONINGS

ASER 2021, as part of the school level survey, included a 
"Health and Disability" section under which the head 
teachers/teachers were asked a number of questions 
pertaining to Children with Disabilities and Facilities for 
Children with Disabilities in their respective schools. 

25% of the surveyed government primary schools were 
reported to be having children with disabilities while 14% of 
the surveyed private primary schools reported the same. 

THEME 16: HOUSEHOLDS' ACCESS TO: TECHNOLOGY
ASER 2021 also included a wide range of questions from the 
households on technological access.

59% of households have mobile phones and 93% have 
smart phones.

Amongst mobile users, 95% use WhatsApp services, whilst 
83% use SMS facility.
6 0 %  h av e  i n te r n e t  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  5 3 %  h av e 
computer/laptops. 95% households have TV and 18% have 
radio.

THEME 17: HOUSEHOLDS' ACCESS TO SOCIAL SAFETY NETS 
& IMPACT ON INCOME AND WELL-BEING

2% of the households stated that they have received 
support from social safety nets (Ehsaas, BISP, PSPA, 
Akhuwat etc.)

9% households stated that their earnings during Covid were 
affected by more than 50%.

14% of the households stated that their psychological well-
being was substantially affected during Covid
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LEARNING SUPPORT DURING COVID-19
 

LEARNING DURING COVID-19 (STUDY DURING SCHOOLS SHUT DOWN)  

 
 

% Children Type of Learning Support Availed

Average daily hours given to Studies Subject that % children who found it 
difficult to study on their own

Do children feel confident to study on 
their own if Schools Shut Down again?

Did School provide Learning Material?

How o�en did School Management reach for providing Learning Support?

 

89

67

21 25

71
62

PTV's Teleschool Govt.'s Radio
school programs

School provided
Digital Learning

Resources

Paid Tui�on Family members Computer Smart Phone

20%

45%

31%

Less than 1 hr

1 - 2 hrs

2 - 4 hrs

More than 4 hrs

17

10

17

English Urdu Mathema�cs

 

72%

28%
Yes

No

 

47%
53%

Yes

No

19%

23%

3%
2%

53%

More than once a week

Once a week

Once every two weeks

Once a month

Never

95
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Pvt. Madrasah other

6 - 10 59.5 15.0 0.4 0.0 15.3 9.8 100

11 - 13 63.6 15.2 0.1 0.0 11.0 10.1 100

14 - 16 51.2 12.4 1.3 0.0 15.9 19.2 100

6 - 16 58.1 14.2 0.6 0.0 14.1 13.0 100

Total 100

By Type 79.7 19.5 0.8 0.0

(5.4+

Pvt. Madrasah other

3 2.0 6.3 0.5 0.0 100

4 17.1 13.1 0.9 0.0 100

5 25.8 22.0 1.4 0.0 100

3 - 5 15.0 14.7 0.7 0.0 100

Total 100

By Type 56.2 43.8 2.4 0.0

Age / 
Class

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 100.0 75.7 40.3 10.4

2 45.8 37.1

3 41.2 44.3

4 36.5 29.7 12.7

5 50.2 36.3 18.3

6 39.7 34.3

7 34.4

8

9

10

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

0.0 24.3
13.9

11.3
8.2

10.9
12.2 5.6

6.9

5.7
7.9

100

16

100

15.2

45.7

25.1

6.7

18.2

46.5

24.2

100

4.3

1.1.SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND OUT-OF-SCHOOL CHILDREN

1.2. EARLY YEARS SCHOOLING (PRE-SCHOOLING)

50.8

70.3

1.ACCESS

18.1

71.5

100

8.8

7.9

7.2

5.1

4.8

15.9

13.3

13.5

10.7

12.7

100

13

8.4

12.7

39.4

35.1

Drop-out

TotalAge group Govt.
Non-state providers

29.7 70.3

91.2

68.9

72.9

Govt.

Enrollment by gender and type of school

Out-of-school children by genderClass-wise enrollment

Children not attending any pre-school

27.1

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

Out-of-school

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school

Total
Age group

6.2

7.3
11.2

10.3

Total1514

Non-state providers Never 

enrolled

5 7
148 8
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 37.6 32.3 22.6 5.4 2.1 100

2 19.7 29.4 33.1 11.4 6.4 100

3 16.5 15.0 34.1 19.1 15.3 100

4 11.8 10.0 17.6 25.0 35.5 100

5 3.6 10.1 12.4 24.1 49.8 100

6 0.0 9.0 10.7 24.2 56.0 100

7 0.0 6.3 13.3 19.2 61.2 100

8 0.0 4.1 4.9 20.1 71.2 100

9 0.0 0.0 11.0 15.9 73.4 100

10 0.0 0.0 9.5 12.1 78.5 100

Capital Small

1 29.1 33.1 22.3 12.6 3.2 100

2 23.4 31.1 18.5 18.9 8.3 100

3 9.8 22.8 24.5 28.5 14.7 100

4 0.0 10.2 9.9 40.0 39.9 100

5 0.0 4.7 8.0 33.7 53.6 100

6 0.0 4.0 8.3 26.5 61.2 100

7 0.0 0.0 11.3 19.4 69.3 100

8 0.0 0.0 7.1 18.9 74.0 100

9 0.0 0.0 5.8 15.1 79.1 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.0 84.0 100

Learning levels: Out-of-school

Learning levels by school type

Who can read sentences Learning levels: Out-of-school

2.QUALITY

Who can read story

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read:7.5%(5.4+2.1) children of class 1 can read atleast sentences

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

2.2. LEARNING LEVELS (ENGLISH)

Learning levels by school type

How to read:15.8%(12.6+3.2) children of class 1 can read atleast words

2.1. LEARNING LEVELS (URDU/PASHTO)
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1-9 10-99 100-200 2 Digits 3 Digits

1 29.7 19.9 19.2 13.7 11.6 2.8 3.1 100

2 16.1 16.1 19.1 19.0 17.8 7.4 4.5 100

3 13.2 11.2 19.0 17.6 16.0 12.1 11.0 100

4 1.2 3.2 5.4 17.8 18.6 20.1 33.7 100

5 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.5 20.8 21.4 50.3 100

6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 22.7 24.7 52.6 100

7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 21.0 24.4 54.7 100

8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.9 23.9 61.2 100

9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.2 23.5 62.3 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 11.7 22.5 65.9 100

Type/Grade II III IV

Govt. 11.6 7.5 8.8

Pvt. 19.7 10.9 15.6

How to read:17.5%(11.6+2.8+3.1) children of class 1 can do atleast subtraction

Who can do division Learning levels: Out-of-school

3.PARENTAL EDUCATION AND PAID TUITION

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction Division 

(2 Digits)
Total

2.3. LEARNING LEVELS (ARITHMETIC)

Learning levels by school type

3.3. Paid Tuition3.2. Parental Education
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4.2. ATTENDANCE (%) ON THE DAY OF VISIT

4.SCHOOLS
4.1.NUMBER  OF SURVEYED SCHOOLS

Boys & Girls Boys Girls Total Boys & Girls Boys Girls Total

Primary 255 312 57 624 103 25 3 131

Elementary 22 61 11 94 109 16 3 128

Secondary 26 134 23 183 107 21 2 130

Other 68 5 1 74

Total 303 507 91 901 387 67 9 463

Type/Level
Government Schools Private Schools

4.3.TEACHER'S QUALIFICATION (TEACHERS)

Government Schools Private Schools

Matric 1.7 3.5

Intermediate 7.5 15.4

Graduation 22.5 32.8

Master and Above 67.4 47.4

Other 0.9 0.9

General qualification

Government Schools Private Schools

PTC 19.6 26.4

CT 12.7 19.6

BED 37.0 30.5

MED 27.7 19.5

Other 3.0 4.0

Professional qualification

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

Children attendance 86.0 86.0 84.8 85.6 88.9 90.1 89.9 90.3 89.9

Teacher attendance 90.9 89.5 93.3 91.7 94.3 85.6 94.8 90.1 92.1

Type/Level
Private SchoolsGovernment Schools

4.4. SCHOOL FACILITIES (SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Running water available in 
handwashing sinks

57.7 52.7 73.3 60.3 18.2 21.1 18.0 11.8 17.7

Complete boundary wall / fence 91.5 92.6 90.6 91.4 12.8 16.0 12.6 7.5 12.6

Useable toilets / latrines for students 91.7 96.8 97.8 93.5 20.0 35.7 50.4 41.9 36.3

Useable furniture 69.5 77.7 89.0 74.3 51.2 72.2 68.0 55.4 62.4

Working library 12.2 8.5 39.3 17.2 92.2 90.5 92.2 85.1 90.6

Playground 44.0 22.3 52.0 43.3 3.7 4.4 3.7 0.0 3.2

Soap/Handwash available in 
handwashing sinks

33.9 35.1 54.7 38.2 38.5 33.1 41.1 43.2 38.5

Electricity connection 79.4 68.1 86.2 79.6 77.2 81.9 82.2 78.4 80.1

Smart Boards 59.7 46.8 55.1 57.4 85.3 90.6 85.6 84.9 86.8

Solar panels 44.4 35.1 49.2 44.4 99.2 98.4 97.7 97.3 98.3

Separate toilets for girls and boys 48.9 42.6 58.2 50.1 75.6 69.0 71.1 70.8 71.7

Running water available in toilets 74.7 77.4 87.1 77.5 67.7 74.0 73.6 71.6 71.7

Disinfectants available for cleaning 54.1 63.4 77.0 59.8 94.5 96.0 93.7 95.9 94.9

Toilets Cleanliness 70.9 80.4 88.2 75.4 69.5 79.0 86.7 83.6 79.2

Clean Drinking water available for 
students

80.3 87.2 89.3 82.9 84.4 84.1 88.2 89.2 86.2

Isolataion room available 16.9 23.4 29.5 20.2 71.9 66.9 79.7 74.0 73.1

First Aid Equipment Available 28.3 28.0 51.7 33.0 82.3 80.0 88.1 90.5 84.6

Covid-19 Tests done in school by the 
government

28.7 27.2 48.6 32.6 88.4 79.4 89.0 89.0 86.2

Facilities in Schools
Government Schools Private Schools

----
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4.5. FUNDS/GRANTS (%SCHOOLS)

4.7. SCHOOL POLICY ON SUSPECTED COVID-19 CASES (%SCHOOLS)

4.6. COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Alternate day Schooling 35.1 28.1 39.3 35.2 30.8 35.8 38.6 29.7 34.1

Awareness posters/IEC material 
displayed in school

70.9 69.2 80.1 72.7 46.9 51.6 58.4 54.2 52.6

Temperature check at entrance 49.5 57.0 70.1 54.6 21.8 27.0 35.1 32.4 28.6

Hand sanitization at Entrance 57.7 61.1 76.4 62.0 47.5 42.6 42.9 32.9 42.5

Masks worn by teachers and 
students at school

71.7 64.5 80.9 72.8 83.9 75.0 81.5 78.1 79.8

Hand sanitizer available inside and 
outside of the classroom for students

48.1 52.2 65.9 52.2 59.7 63.5 71.4 56.2 63.5

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Move them to isolation room 70.1 85.7 86.4 74.5 70.7 72.8 82.4 65.8 73.8

Send the person home immediately 96.9 100.0 99.1 97.7 80.3 76.2 81.3 73.6 78.3

Call nearby health facility 88.5 100.0 97.4 91.5 58.8 60.2 66.7 52.8 60.4

Call Covid-19 helpline 80.6 100.0 92.3 84.8 100.0 75.0 73.7 85.7 81.7

No policy

Other 0.0 -

Government Schools Private Schools
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2021 2019

% School Facilities at Primary Level

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Other Primary Elementary Secondary Other

184 4 25 56 3 1 2 2

34.3 14.8 27.8 35.9 2.8 4.3 1.6 1.5

141825.3 56500 88900 261124.8 3333.3 0 0 1500

378 9 60 111 0 0 2 2

70.4 33.3 66.7 71.2 0 0 1.6 1.5

144962.9 48777.8 245815 340662.8 - - 0 0

Government Schools Private Schools

2020

# of schools reported receiving grants

 %of schools reported receiving grants

Average amount of grant (Rs.)

2021

# of schools reported receiving grants

 %of schools reported receiving grants

Average amount of grant (Rs.)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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Learning levels by school type

4.8. SCHOOL'S LEAVE POLICY FOR CONFIRMED POSITIVE CASES (%SCHOOLS)

4.11. FACILITIES FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

4.9. COMPUTER LAB AND INTERNET FACILITY IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

4.10. DISABLITIES & FUNCTIONING IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Continue learning learning/teaching 
from home

84.5 75.0 85.7 83.8 100.0 68.8 84.2 100.0 82.6

14-days leave 96.4 95.9 95.3 96.1 100.0 86.4 100.0 100.0 96.0

Return back to school only after a 
negative COVID test

97.2 100.0 93.1 96.6 100.0 58.3 81.8 100.0 77.4

No policy

Other

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

No Disabilities

Some Disabilities

Children with disabilties
Government Schools Private Schools

6 3

48

14

100 96 93 95 96

4 1

32

9

92 92 95 91 92

22

0

35 31

55

75
82

75 73

100 100
88 90

15
26 29 33

25

50

0

50 50

7

36 31 25 25

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Government Schools Private Schools

Computer lab and Internet facility in Schools (%)

Computer lab in schools Internet available in the schools Internet in computer labs Internet in offices Internet in classrooms

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Ramps 20.7 9.1 22.1 19.7 19.0 41.0 17.8 13.3 23.7

Accessible Toilets 63.1 48.6 64.9 61.9 54.5 73.2 58.3 37.5 57.3

Health and Nutrition ofcer 4.2 5.6 13.7 6.7 13.6 25.0 10.9 16.7 16.7

24.9 20.0 31.5 25.9 36.4 42.5 37.5 16.7 34.3

Facilities in Schools
Government Schools Private Schools

Other facilities**

**Special Staff, Janitorial Staff, Pick and Drop Facilities

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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4.12.TYPE OF DISABILITIES (AVG. NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN SCHOOLS)
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Sample Composition

· ASER 2021 survey was conducted in 32 rural 
districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. This covered 
18,592 households in 937 villages throughout the 
province during September-November 2021.  

· Detailed information was collected on 52,948 
children (59% males, 41% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 45,916 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies. 

· School information on public and private schools 
was collected. A total of 901 government schools 
and 463 private schools were surveyed.

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has increased when 
compared to 2019.

· In 2021, 27% of children were reported to be out-of-
school which has increased when compared to 
2019 (9%). 14% children have never been enrolled 
in a school and 13% have dropped out of school for 
various reasons. 

· 73% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 80% (77% in 2019) of children were 
enrolled in government schools whereas 20% (23% 
in 2019) of children were going to non-state 
institutions (19% private schools, 1% Madrassah, 
0% other).
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in government 
schools, 64% were boys and 36% were girls whereas 
in private schools 63% enrolled children were boys 
and 37% were girls. 

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Proportion of enrolled children has decreased in 2021 as 
compared to 2019.

· 30% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 3-5 years were enrolled in schools as 
compared to 35% in 2019. 

· 70% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/schooling. 

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS
Learning levels of children are assessed through language 
and arithmetic tools. The same tools are used for all children 
between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy and numeracy 
assessments cover up to Class 2 level competencies mapped 
to the Single National Curriculum. 

Learning levels of children (in class 5 and class 3) have 
declined: 

· 50% of class 5 children could read a class 2 level 
story in Urdu/Pashto compared to 55% in 2019.  

· 15% of class 3 children could read story in 
Urdu/Pashto as compared to 19% in 2019. 

English learning levels (in class 5 and class 3) have 
declined: 

· 54% class 5 children could read sentences (class 2 
level) compared to 60% in 2019. 

· 15% class 3 children could read class 2 level 
sentences as compared to 21% in 2019.  

Arithmetic learning levels (in class 5 and class 3) have 
declined: 

· 50% class 5 children could do two digit division as 
compared to 53% in 2019. 

· 11% children enrolled in class 3 could do two digit 
division as compared to 16% in 2019. 

THEME 5:  LEARNING LEVELS  BY SCHOOL TYPE 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)
Children enrolled in private schools are performing better 
compared to their government counterparts. 

· 49% children enrolled in class 3 in a private school 
were able to read at least story in Urdu/Pashto as 
compared to 42% class 5 children enrolled in 
government schools. 

1ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed 
after analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the 
provincial and national level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure 
comparability, consistency and reliability across provinces and over time.
2https://snc.gov.pk/ 
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· 66% private school children can read at least 
sentences in class 5 whereas only 65% government 
school children can do the same. 

· 51% children enrolled in private schools (class 5) 
were able to do division when compared to 37% 
class 5 children who were enrolled in government 
schools. 

THEME 6: GENDER GAP
Gender gap in learning continues: boys outperform girls 
(age 5-16 overall) in literacy and numeracy skills. 

· 45% of boys and 37% of girls could read at least 
sentences in Urdu/Pashto. 

· 61% boys could read at least English words while 
51% of girls can do the same.

· Similarly, 45% of boys were able to do at least 
subtraction whereas only 39% girls could do it. 

THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION

· 25% mother (32% in 2019) and 60% fathers (57% in 
2019) in the sampled households had completed at 
least primary education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater in private school 
students. Overall paid tuition students in private schools is 
17% compared to 14% in government schools.

· Children across all classes take private tuition; 
however, the percentage of students taking tuition 
varies at different class-level. For example, in 
government schools, 13% children enrolled in class 
1 take private tuition whereas 21% children in class 
10 take tuition.  

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
26% of surveyed government schools and 13% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· Children of Class 2 and Class 8 sitting together with 
any other classes were observed for multi-grade 
teaching with one teacher teaching more than one 
grade. 

· It was found that 26% of the surveyed government 
schools and 13% of the surveyed private schools 
had Class 2 sitting with other classes. Also 3% of 
surveyed government schools and 14% of surveyed 
private schools had class 8 sitting with other 
classes.

THEME 10: LEARNING SUPPORT DURING COVID 
(CHILDREN's RESPONSES)

Children (5-16 years) were asked about learning support 
during COVID-19. 

From a high of 70% support availed from family members, 
45% was taken from PTV TeleSchool sessions, 41% had 
access to smart phones, 37% with access to computer, 21% 
digital learning resources, , 20% to paid tuition and 8% 
accessed radio programs for learning support.  

THEME 11: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSENTEEISM

Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in schools on the day of visit.

· Overa l l  student  attendance in  sur veyed 
government schools stood at 86% whereas it was 
90% in surveyed private schools.

· Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total 
number of teachers actually present on the day of 
survey.

· Overa l l  teacher  attendance  in  sur veyed 
government schools stood at 92%, whereas it was 
92% in surveyed private schools.

THEME 12: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION

· 23% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 33% teachers of 
surveyed private schools. However, 28% have 
completed M.Ed in government schools compared 
to 20% in private schools. 
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THEME 13: SCHOOL FACILITIES
SURVEYED GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS:

· 92% of the surveyed government primary schools 
have functional toilets.

· 80% of the surveyed government primary schools 
have useable drinking water.

· Amongst the surveyed government primary 
schools, 91% had complete boundary walls.

· 44% of surveyed government primary schools had 
play grounds.

· 79% of surveyed government primary schools had 
electricity connection.

· 6% of surveyed government primary schools had 
computer labs and 4% had internet facilities.

SURVEYED PRIVATE SCHOOLS:

· 20% of the surveyed private primary schools have 
functional toilets.

· 84% of the surveyed private primary schools have 
useable drinking water. 

· Amongst the surveyed private primary schools, 
13% had complete boundary walls.

· 4% of surveyed private primary schools had play 
grounds.

· 77% of surveyed private primary schools had 
electricity connection.

· 100% of surveyed private primary schools had 
computer labs and 92% had internet facilities.

THEME 14: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
70% of the government primary schools and 0% private 
primary schools received grants.

· 378 surveyed government primary schools were 
receiving grants in 2021 as compared to 0 surveyed 
private primary schools.

THEME 15: DISABILITIES & FUNCTIONINGS

ASER 2021, as part of the school level survey, included a 
"Health and Disability" section under which the head 
teachers/teachers were asked a number of questions 
pertaining to Children with Disabilities and Facilities for 
Children with Disabilities in their respective schools. 

At the provincial level, 39% of the surveyed government 
primary schools were reported to be having children with 
disabilities while 22% of the surveyed private primary 
schools reported the same. 

THEME 16: HOUSEHOLDS' ACCESS TO: TECHNOLOGY

ASER 2021 also included a wide range of questions from the 
households on technological access.

80% of households have mobile phones and 68% have 
smart phones.
Amongst mobile users, 89% use WhatsApp services, whilst 
66% use SMS facility.

2 0 %  h av e  i n te r n e t  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  1 6 %  h av e 
computer/laptops. 55% households have TV and 20% have 
radio.

THEME 17: HOUSEHOLDS' ACCESS TO SOCIAL SAFETY NETS 
& IMPACT ON INCOME AND WELL-BEING

17% of the households stated that they have received 
support from social safety nets (Ehsaas, BISP, PSPA, 
Akhuwat etc.)

16% households stated that their earnings during Covid 
were affected by more than 50%.

29% of the households stated that their psychological well-
being was substantially affected during Covid
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LEARNING SUPPORT DURING COVID-19
 

LEARNING DURING COVID-19 (STUDY DURING SCHOOLS SHUT DOWN)  

 
 

% Children Type of Learning Support Availed

Average daily hours given to Studies Subject that % children who found it 

Do children feel confident to study on 
their own if Schools Shut Down again?

Did School provide Learning Material?

How o�en did School Management reach for providing Learning Support?
 

45

8

21 20

70

37 41

PTV's Teleschool Govt.'s Radio
school programs

School provided
Digital Learning

Resources

Paid Tui�on Family members Computer Smart Phone

 

65

50
60

English Urdu Mathema�cs

48%

35%

11%

6%

Less than 1 hr

1 - 2 hrs

2 - 4 hrs

More than 4 hrs

60%

40%
Yes

No

30%

70%

Yes

No

8%

14%
2%

7%
69%

 

More than once a week

Once a week

Once every two weeks

Once a month

Never
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ChiniotChiniot

Layyah

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.

This whole district of Lahore has been declared as an urban district. Therefore, only urban survey was conducted in Lahore
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ChiniotChiniot

Layyah

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.

This whole district of Lahore has been declared as an urban district. Therefore, only urban survey was conducted in Lahore
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Out of School Girls

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.

This whole district of Lahore has been declared as an urban district. Therefore, only urban survey was conducted in Lahore
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This whole district of Lahore has been declared as an urban district. Therefore, only urban survey was conducted in Lahore
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This whole district of Lahore has been declared as an urban district. Therefore, only urban survey was conducted in Lahore
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This whole district of Lahore has been declared as an urban district. Therefore, only urban survey was conducted in Lahore
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Pvt. Madrasah other

6 - 10 65.1 26.3 0.1 0.4 6.2 1.9 100

11 - 13 72.3 16.1 0.1 0.0 4.3 7.2 100

14 - 16 62.6 15.6 0.0 0.0 5.7 16.1 100

6 - 16 66.7 19.3 0.1 0.2 5.4 8.4 100

Total 100

By Type 77.4 22.4 0.1 0.2

(6+

Pvt. Madrasah other

3 6.8 3.2 0.2 0.0 100

4 25.1 20.0 1.2 0.0 100

5 42.1 29.8 1.0 0.0 100

3 - 5 24.7 17.7 0.8 0.0 100

Total 100

By Type 57.3 41.1 1.9 0.0

Age / 

Class
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 100.0 74.9 43.0 8.6

2 43.1 39.6

3 38.6 38.9

4 38.3 30.8 14.0

5 50.9 38.1 15.4

6 33.5 38.1

7 30.0

8

9

10

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

0.0 25.1
13.9

13.2
10.5

12.3
12.0 6.1

7.2

8.3
6.2

100

16

100

15.0

37.3

35.9

6.4

16.9

35.5

39.3

100

7.4

1.1.SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND OUT-OF-SCHOOL CHILDREN

1.2. EARLY YEARS SCHOOLING (PRE-SCHOOLING)

27.1

56.9

1.ACCESS

12.1

76.7

100

8.8

7.3

7.2

5.6

5.8

16.1

12.7

12.1

11.4

13.1

100

13

7.6

17.5

34.2

33.3

Drop-out

TotalAge group Govt.
Non-state providers

43.1 56.9

89.8

53.7

86.2

Govt.

Enrollment by gender and type of school

Out-of-school children by genderClass-wise enrollment

Children not attending any pre-school

13.8

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

Out-of-school

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school

Total
Age group

9.3

5.4
8.3

11.3

Total1514

Non-state providers Never 

enrolled

5 5 8
5 5
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1.3. AGE CLASS COMPOSITION
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 38.3 31.1 21.3 6.0 3.3 100

2 14.4 26.9 33.1 12.4 13.2 100

3 10.8 11.1 33.7 22.2 22.2 100

4 4.8 6.2 14.4 24.3 50.3 100

5 0.0 5.7 9.7 16.2 68.4 100

6 0.0 0.0 0.0 28.1 71.9 100

7 0.0 0.0 0.0 27.7 72.3 100

8 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.8 87.2 100

9 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.4 91.6 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.6 93.4 100

Capital Small

1 37.5 25.2 22.7 10.5 4.1 100

2 25.0 20.2 20.4 20.6 13.8 100

3 12.4 12.8 24.0 26.7 24.1 100

4 0.0 5.0 13.5 33.5 48.0 100

5 0.0 0.0 7.2 19.6 73.2 100

6 0.0 0.0 6.8 16.1 77.1 100

7 0.0 0.0 7.1 13.4 79.5 100

8 0.0 0.0 4.7 13.0 82.3 100

9 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.1 87.9 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.5 92.5 100

Learning levels: Out-of-school

Learning levels by school type

Who can read sentences Learning levels: Out-of-school

2.QUALITY

Who can read story

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read:9.3%(6+3.3) children of class 1 can read atleast sentences

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

2.2. LEARNING LEVELS (ENGLISH)

Learning levels by school type

How to read:14.6%(10.5+4.1) children of class 1 can read atleast words

2.1. LEARNING LEVELS (URDU)

43

61
66

51
62

73

0

20

40

60

80

100

Class 1: Can read at
least letters

Class 3: Can read at
least sentences

Class 5: Can read at
least story

%
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Urdu

Government Private
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68 72
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Who can read at least sentences

Children (Age 5 to 16 years) 
Urdu
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English

Government Private

24
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1-9 10-99 100-200 2 Digits 3 Digits

1 32.8 15.9 20.1 13.6 11.8 3.4 2.3 100

2 16.8 17.3 19.7 18.9 15.4 7.2 10.1 100

3 11.4 8.8 16.2 17.3 18.3 16.6 23.7 100

4 6.0 5.2 7.3 17.2 21.8 19.7 59.7 100

5 3.1 5.7 6.3 11.5 18.8 20.8 68.9 100

6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 27.9 72.1 100

7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 21.7 78.3 100

8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.2 79.8 100

9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 17.1 82.9 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.4 85.6 100

Type/Grade II III IV

Govt. 24.0 20.4 24.1

Pvt. 45.0 46.4 35.0

How to read:17.5%(11.8+3.4+2.3) children of class 1 can do atleast subtraction

Who can do division Learning levels: Out-of-school

3.PARENTAL EDUCATION AND PAID TUITION

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction Division 

(2 Digits)
Total

2.3. LEARNING LEVELS (ARITHMETIC)

Learning levels by school type

3.3. Paid Tuition3.2. Parental Education

IX

33.8

42.7

X

43.1

58.9

VI

39.2

37.0

V

39.1

41.9

I

25.7

44.2

VIII

36.7

54.2

VII
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40.3

47 47
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Learning level by gender

3.1. CLASS-WISE % CHILDREN ATTENDING PAID TUITION
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4.4. SCHOOL FACILITIES (%SCHOOLS)

4.2. ATTENDANCE (%) ON THE DAY OF VISIT

4.SCHOOLS
4.1.NUMBER  OF SURVEYED SCHOOLS

4.3.TEACHER'S QUALIFICATION (%TEACHERS)

Boys & Girls Boys Girls Total Boys & Girls Boys Girls Total

Primary 196 161 128 485 117 21 10 148

Elementary 55 78 64 197 146 14 17 177

Secondary 31 117 80 228 86 6 8 100

Other - 20 0 1 21

Total 282 356 272 910 369 41 36 446

Type/Level
Government Schools Private Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

Matric 4.9 9.1

Intermediate 6.0 24.5

Graduation 23.6 36.7

Master and Above 65.1 29.6

Other 0.3 0.1

General qualification

Government Schools Private Schools

PTC 11.2 6.4

CT 4.4 4.4

BED 51.8 66.9

MED 29.5 20.4

Other 3.1 1.9

Professional qualification

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

Children attendance 80.7 83.6 77.0 79.6 85.7 87.3 86.4 87.0 86.6

Teacher attendance 88.5 91.2 89.1 89.4 83.4 84.5 90.2 93.1 89.7

Type/Level
Private SchoolsGovernment Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Running water available in 
handwashing sinks

76.3 68.4 70.9 73.2 25.7 11.6 26.6 26.7 20.1

Complete boundary wall / fence 93.0 95.9 93.0 93.6 11.9 9.6 12.5 37.5 12.6

Useable toilets / latrines for students 99.0 99.5 98.7 99.0 25.5 39.4 37.4 30.0 34.0

Useable furniture 94.8 94.3 95.5 94.9 52.1 55.0 59.8 55.0 55.1

Working library 20.2 30.3 65.3 33.5 95.0 94.2 90.8 100.0 94.0

Playground 72.9 76.6 82.1 76.0 2.9 3.9 8.2 7.1 4.7

Soap/Handwash available in 
handwashing sinks

55.2 48.2 46.2 51.4 20.9 30.1 33.7 25.0 27.7

Electricity connection 95.6 98.0 97.8 96.7 81.7 85.2 88.8 90.0 85.1

Smart Boards 74.1 79.7 83.7 77.7 88.6 85.5 87.9 85.0 87.0

Solar panels 21.9 19.5 22.6 21.6 93.0 91.3 93.9 95.0 92.6

Separate toilets for girls and boys 65.1 62.4 67.1 65.0 78.0 79.9 88.8 85.0 81.5

Running water available in toilets 88.3 91.3 89.2 89.2 73.4 71.8 74.5 75.0 73.1

Disinfectants available for cleaning 70.4 70.3 79.3 72.6 83.0 88.8 97.0 100.0 89.2

Toilets Cleanliness 82.6 81.1 86.4 83.2 68.4 74.9 82.8 78.9 74.8

Clean Drinking water available for 
students

87.3 89.8 91.0 88.7 86.1 92.3 93.9 100.0 91.0

Isolataion room available 36.7 37.1 45.9 39.0 78.2 79.8 80.6 88.9 79.9

First Aid Equipment Available 53.1 54.5 66.8 56.8 81.8 87.7 89.9 78.9 85.9

Covid-19 Tests done in school by the 
government

37.2 40.1 53.6 42.0 79.9 88.6 86.5 89.5 85.3

Facilities in Schools
Government Schools Private Schools

- - -
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4.5. FUNDS/GRANTS (%SCHOOLS)

4.7. SCHOOL POLICY ON SUSPECTED COVID-19 CASES (%SCHOOLS)

4.6. COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Alternate day Schooling 44.0 55.5 58.9 50.2 44.6 54.6 49.5 61.1 50.4

Awareness posters/IEC material 
displayed in school

83.2 90.5 86.7 85.7 51.1 62.2 49.0 57.9 55.3

Temperature check at entrance 75.5 85.1 84.3 79.7 31.7 36.2 44.4 29.4 36.4

Hand sanitization at Entrance 75.6 79.9 84.1 78.7 42.9 39.5 61.3 68.4 46.8

Masks worn by teachers and 
students at school

78.7 76.4 86.1 80.0 78.5 80.1 83.5 94.4 81.0

Hand sanitizer available inside and 
outside of the classroom for students

63.0 69.4 78.4 68.2 61.1 72.6 77.6 78.9 70.2

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Move them to isolation room 90.6 80.4 87.3 87.3 81.2 77.4 80.5 77.8 79.3

Send the person home immediately 98.5 94.7 98.0 97.6 76.2 81.9 74.7 72.2 77.9

Call nearby health facility 99.4 94.8 98.4 98.2 61.5 63.2 73.6 64.7 65.0

Call Covid-19 helpline 97.1 93.3 97.8 96.6 88.5 94.3 77.4 80.0 86.6

No policy 0.0 -

Other -

Government Schools Private Schools
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2021 2019

% School Facilities at Primary Level

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Other Primary Elementary Secondary Other

235 4 95 146 9 2 18 9

52.8 40 51.4 67.9 11.7 3 10.3 9

66639 13418.5 73655.3 158040.7 31696 143765 43761.1 47444.4

290 6 131 166 5 0 12 4

65.2 60 70.8 77.2 6.5 0 6.9 4

125574.4 82031 248701.7 305231 1520 - 3083.3 0

Government Schools Private Schools

2020

# of schools reported receiving grants

 %of schools reported receiving grants

Average amount of grant (Rs.)

2021

# of schools reported receiving grants

 %of schools reported receiving grants

Average amount of grant (Rs.)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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Learning levels by school type

4.8. SCHOOL'S LEAVE POLICY FOR CONFIRMED POSITIVE CASES (%SCHOOLS)

4.11. FACILITIES FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

4.9. COMPUTER LAB AND INTERNET FACILITY IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

4.10. DISABLITIES & FUNCTIONING IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Continue learning learning/teaching 
from home

94.1 87.5 89.7 91.3 95.5 100.0 81.8 100.0 92.6

14-days leave 96.3 94.6 96.9 96.1 92.0 100.0 79.2 100.0 91.0

Return back to school only after a 
negative COVID test

98.7 95.5 98.9 98.2 83.3 93.8 85.0 100.0 88.2

No policy

Other

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

No Disabilities

Some Disabilities

Children with disabilties
Government Schools Private Schools

15
26

74

32

100 98 94
100 98

13
20

59

25

95 93
79

100
90

24 29

60
45

91 94
80

100

8888 83 89 88

11
20

48

31
24

73 75
64 69

18
26

48

25 28

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Government Schools Private Schools

Computer lab and Internet facility in Schools (%)

Computer lab in schools Internet available in the schools Internet in computer labs Internet in offices Internet in classrooms

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Ramps 28.6 37.0 32.7 32.0 28.6 20.8 62.5 11.1 31.7

Accessible Toilets 61.2 44.4 50.9 53.4 14.3 55.6 37.5 22.2 37.9

Health and Nutrition ofcer 30.0 14.8 17.3 21.7 14.3 15.4 25.0 0.0 15.4

26.5 28.0 28.8 27.8 7.1 24.0 20.0 33.3 20.6

Facilities in Schools
Government Schools Private Schools

Other facilities**

**Special Staff, Janitorial Staff, Pick and Drop Facilities

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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4.12.TYPE OF DISABILITIES (AVG. NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN SCHOOLS)

1.8
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Visual Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools
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Sample Composition

· ASER 2021 survey was conducted in 35 rural 
districts of Punjab. This covered 20,062 households 
in 1018 villages throughout the province during 
September-November 2021. 

· Detailed information was collected on 51,067 
children (54% males, 46% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 44,670 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies. 

· School information on public and private schools 
was collected. A total of 910 government schools 
and 446 private schools were surveyed.

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has increased when 
compared to 2019.

· In 2021, 14% of children were reported to be out-of-
school which has increased when compared to 
2019 (9%). 6% children have never been enrolled in 
a school and 8% have dropped out of school for 
various reasons. 

· 86% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 77% (72%) of children were 
enrolled in government schools whereas 23% (28%) 
of children were going to non-state institutions 
(22% private schools, 1% Madrassah, 0% others). 
The share of private schools has dropped by 5% 
compared with 2019.
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in government 
schools, 55% were boys and 45% were girls whereas 
in private schools 54% enrolled children were boys 
and 46% were girls. 

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Proportion of enrolled children has decreased in 2021 as 
compared to 2019.

· 43% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 3-5 years were enrolled in schools as 
compared to 52% in 2019. 

· 57% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/schooling. 

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS
Learning levels of children are assessed through language 
and arithmetic tools. The same tools are used for all children 
between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy and numeracy 
assessments cover up to Class 2 level competencies mapped 
to the Single National Curriculum. 

Learning levels of children (in class 5 and class 3) have 
declined: 

· 68% of class 5 children could read a class 2 level 
story in Urdu compared to 75% in 2019.  

· 22% of class 3 children could read story in Urdu as 
compared to 29% in 2019. 

English learning levels (in class 5) have improved 
marginally: 

· 73% class 5 children could read sentences (class 2 
level) compared to 71% in 2019. 

· 24% class 3 children could read class 2 level 
sentences as compared to 31% in 2019.  

Arithmetic learning levels (in class 5 and class 3) have 
declined: 

· 69% class 5 children could do two digit division as 
compared to 82% in 2019. 

· 24% children enrolled in class 3 could do two digit 
division as compared to 26% in 2019. 

THEME 5:  LEARNING LEVELS  BY SCHOOL TYPE 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)

Children enrolled in private schools are performing better 
compared to their government counterparts. 

· 73% children enrolled in class 5 in a private school 
were able to read at least story in Urdu as compared 
to 66% class 5 children enrolled in government 
schools. 1ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed 

after analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the 
provincial and national level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure 
comparability, consistency and reliability across provinces and over time.
2 https://snc.gov.pk/ 
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· 61% private school children can read at least words 
in class 3 whereas only 54% government school 
children can do the same. 

· 75% children enrolled in private schools (class 5) 
were able to do division when compared to 70% 
class 5 children who were enrolled in government 
schools. 

THEME 6: GENDER GAP
Gender gap in learning continues: boys outperform girls 
(age 5-16 overall) in literacy and numeracy skills. 

· 54% of boys and 51% of girls could read at least 
sentences in Urdu. 

· 58% boys could read at least English words while 
56% of girls can do the same.

· Similarly, 53% of boys were able to do at least 
subtraction whereas only 52% girls could do it. 

THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION

· 55% mothers (50% in 2019) and 66% fathers (62% in 
2019) in the sampled households had completed at 
least primary education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater in private school 
students. Overall paid tuition students in private schools is 
38% compared to 30% in government schools.

· Children across all classes take private tuition; 
however, the percentage of students taking tuition 
varies at different class-level. For example, in 
government schools, 26% children enrolled in class 
1 take private tuition whereas 43% children in class 
10 take tuition.  

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
28% of surveyed government schools and 25% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· Children of Class 2 and Class 8 sitting together with 
any other classes were observed for multi-grade 
teaching with one teacher teaching more than one 
grade. 

· It was found that 28% of the surveyed government 
schools and 25% of the surveyed private schools 
had Class 2 sitting with other classes. Also 8% of 
surveyed government schools and 20% of surveyed 
private schools had class 8 sitting with other 
classes.

THEME 10: LEARNING SUPPORT DURING COVID 
(CHILDREN's RESPONSES)

Children (5-16 years) were asked about learning support 
during COVID-19.

From a high of 63% support from PTV TeleSchool sessions, 
63% availed support from family members, 45% had access 
to smart phones, 31% with access to computer, 35% to paid 
tuition, 12% digital learning resources and 11% accessed 
radio programs for learning support.  

THEME 11: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSEENTISM

Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in schools on the day of visit.

· Overa l l  student  attendance in  sur veyed 
government schools stood at 80% whereas it was 
87% in surveyed private schools.

Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total number of 
teachers actually present on the day of survey.

· Overa l l  teacher  attendance  in  sur veyed 
government schools stood at 89%, whereas it was 
90% in surveyed private schools.

THEME 12: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION

· 24% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 37% teachers of 
surveyed private schools. However, 30% have 
completed M.Ed in government schools compared 
to 20% in private schools. 
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THEME 13: SCHOOL FACILITIES

SURVEYED GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS:

· 99% of the surveyed government primary schools 
have functional toilets.

· 87% of the surveyed government primary schools 
have useable drinking water. 

· Amongst the surveyed government primary 
schools, 93% had complete boundary walls. 

· 73% of surveyed government primary schools had 
play grounds.

· 96% of surveyed government primary schools had 
electricity connection.

· 15% of surveyed government primary schools had 
computer labs and 13% had internet facilities.

SURVEYED PRIVATE SCHOOLS:

· 26% of the surveyed private primary schools have 
functional toilets.

· 86% of the surveyed private primary schools have 
useable drinking water.

· Amongst the surveyed private primary schools, 
12% had complete boundary walls. 

· 3% of surveyed private primary schools had play 
grounds.

· 82% of surveyed private primary schools had 
electricity connection.

· 100% of surveyed private primary schools had 
computer labs and 95% had internet facilities.

THEME 14: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
65% of the government primary schools and 7% private 
primary schools received grants.

· 290 surveyed government primary schools were 
receiving grants in 2021 as compared to 5 surveyed 
private primary schools.

THEME 15: DISABILITIES & FUNCTIONINGS

ASER 2021, as part of the school level survey, included a 
"Health and Disability" section under which the head 
teachers/teachers were asked a number of questions 
pertaining to Children with Disabilities and Facilities for 
Children with Disabilities in their respective schools. 

At the provincial level, 14% of the surveyed government 
primary schools were reported to be having children with 
disabilities while 14% of the surveyed private primary 
schools reported the same. 

THEME 16: HOUSEHOLDS' ACCESS TO: TECHNOLOGY

ASER 2021 also included a wide range of questions from the 
households on technological access.

77% of households have mobile phones and 71% have 
smart phones. Amongst mobile users, 92% use WhatsApp 
services, whilst 68% use SMS facility.

2 9 %  h av e  i n te r n e t  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  2 4 %  h av e 
computer/laptops. 81% households have TV and 18% have 
radio.

THEME 17: HOUSEHOLDS' ACCESS TO SOCIAL SAFETY NETS 
& IMPACT ON INCOME AND WELL-BEING

17% of the households stated that they have received 
support from social safety nets (Ehsaas, BISP, PSPA, 
Akhuwat etc.)

19% households stated that their earnings during Covid 
were affected by more than 50%.

30% of the households stated that their psychological well-
being was substantially affected during Covid.
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LEARNING SUPPORT DURING COVID-19
 

LEARNING DURING COVID-19 (STUDY DURING SCHOOLS SHUT DOWN)  

 
 

% Children Type of Learning Support Availed

Average daily hours given to Studies Subject that % children who found it 

Do children feel confident to study on 
their own if Schools Shut Down again?

Did School provide Learning Material?

How o�en did School Management reach for providing Learning Support?

 

 

68

11 12

35

63

31

45

PTV's Teleschool Govt.'s Radio
school programs

School provided
Digital Learning

Resources

Paid Tui�on Family members Computer Smart Phone

37%

41%

17%
Less than 1 hr

1 - 2 hrs

2 - 4 hrs

More than 4 hrs

64

45 49

English Urdu Mathema�cs

56%

44% Yes

No

31%

69%

Yes

No

11%

10%
5%

5%69%

More than once a week

Once a week

Once every two weeks

Once a month

Never

147 ASER Pakistan 2021

difficult to study on their own



SINDH
(RURAL)



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

SINDH - RURAL

Mithi

Shaheed 
Benazirabad

Sujawal

Sukkur

West Malir

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.

149 ASER Pakistan 2021



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

SINDH - RURAL

000ASER Pakistan 2021 150ASER Pakistan 2021

Mithi

Shaheed 
Benazirabad

Sujawal

Sukkur

West Malir

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

SINDH - RURAL

Mithi

Shaheed 
Benazirabad

Sujawal

Sukkur

West Malir

Out of School Girls

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.

151 ASER Pakistan 2021



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

SINDH - RURAL

000ASER Pakistan 2021 152ASER Pakistan 2021

Mithi

Shaheed 
Benazirabad

Sujawal

Sukkur

West Malir

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

SINDH - RURAL

Mithi

Shaheed 
Benazirabad

Sujawal

Sukkur

West Malir

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.

153 ASER Pakistan 2021



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

SINDH - RURAL

000ASER Pakistan 2021 154ASER Pakistan 2021

Mithi

Shaheed 
Benazirabad

Sujawal

Sukkur

West Malir

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

SINDH - RURAL

Mithi

Shaheed 
Benazirabad

Sujawal

Sukkur

West Malir

Map may not be accurate or to scale. This is mere representa�ons.

155 ASER Pakistan 2021



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

SINDH - RURAL

000ASER Pakistan 2021 156ASER Pakistan 2021

Pvt. Madrasah other

6 - 10 73.0 9.4 0.1 0.0 6.9 10.6 100

11 - 13 75.1 1.6 0.0 0.0 10.1 13.2 100

14 - 16 67.7 2.2 0.0 0.0 14.2 15.9 100

6 - 16 71.9 4.4 0.0 0.0 10.4 13.2 100

Total 100

By Type 94.1 5.8 0.1 0.0

(4+

Pvt. Madrasah other

3 4.4 6.3 0.0 0.0 100

4 20.2 9.3 0.0 0.0 100

5 49.4 11.7 0.0 0.0 100

3 - 5 24.7 9.1 0.0 0.0 100

Total 100

By Type 72.5 27.5 0.0 0.0

Age / 
Class

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 100.0 78.5 43.0 17.7

2 45.5 40.1

3 32.1 47.2

4 30.8 22.9 17.7

5 53.2 31.7 25.1

6 34.9 28.6

7 25.8

8

9

10

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

0.0 21.5
11.6

10.1
6.6

15.4
18.8 12.3

15.0

3.3
5.1

100

16

100

12.1

23.3

47.1

6.1

19.0

29.3

35.2

100

8.3

1.1.SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND OUT-OF-SCHOOL CHILDREN

1.2. EARLY YEARS SCHOOLING (PRE-SCHOOLING)

38.9

66.2

1.ACCESS

16.4

60.3

100

7.1

4.5

5.2

4.9

4.3

23.5

15.2

13.6

9.4

12.4

100

13

21.1

14.9

18.7

36.9

Drop-out

TotalAge group Govt.
Non-state providers

33.8 66.2

89.3

70.5

76.4

Govt.

Enrollment by gender and type of school

Out-of-school children by genderClass-wise enrollment

Children not attending any pre-school

23.6

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

Out-of-school

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school

Total
Age group

5.5

11.4
16.5

23.3

Total1514

Non-state providers Never 
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 49.9 31.8 13.5 4.0 0.8 100

2 32.1 31.5 25.9 8.2 2.3 100

3 24.8 19.9 28.7 17.7 8.9 100

4 6.7 12.5 21.5 36.7 22.6 100

5 6.6 14.3 16.8 22.0 40.3 100

6 0.0 2.1 4.5 39.2 54.2 100

7 0.0 0.0 6.4 38.0 55.6 100

8 0.0 0.0 0.0 35.8 64.2 100

9 0.0 0.0 0.0 27.2 72.8 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.4 79.6 100

Capital Small

1 58.4 23.6 11.5 5.8 0.7 100

2 39.8 28.9 17.6 12.5 1.2 100

3 15.9 17.5 40.2 22.1 4.3 100

4 5.6 11.2 37.6 32.2 13.4 100

5 4.7 13.4 27.4 30.6 23.9 100

6 1.2 5.2 15.6 35.4 42.6 100

7 0.0 3.4 7.8 40.1 48.7 100

8 0.0 0.0 5.2 42.5 52.3 100

9 0.0 0.0 7.3 30.2 62.5 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 29.0 71.0 100

Learning levels: Out-of-school

Learning levels by school type

Who can read sentences Learning levels: Out-of-school

2.QUALITY

Who can read story

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read:4.8%(4+0.8) children of class 1 can read atleast sentences

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

2.2. LEARNING LEVELS (ENGLISH)

Learning levels by school type

How to read:6.5%(5.8+0.7) children of class 1 can read atleast words

2.1. LEARNING LEVELS (URDU/SINDHI)
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1-9 10-99 100-200 2 Digits 3 Digits

1 49.1 23.6 13.8 5.0 4.5 2.2 1.0 100

2 31.0 21.5 18.6 10.7 10.0 5.1 3.0 100

3 20.0 13.2 15.7 15.0 14.9 13.6 6.9 100

4 7.9 4.7 5.3 23.1 18.8 22.0 20.2 100

5 5.2 5.9 10.0 11.8 17.8 21.3 28.0 100

6 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.9 22.5 27.8 33.8 100

7 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.6 18.4 29.5 35.6 100

8 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.2 17.4 27.2 40.3 100

9 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.2 19.2 29.8 42.8 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.1 18.7 31.2 45.0 100

Type/Grade II III IV

Govt. 15.9 12.0 15.3

Pvt. 9.9 11.4 14.5

How to read:7.7%(4.5+2.2+1) children of class 1 can do atleast subtraction

Who can do division Learning levels: Out-of-school

3.PARENTAL EDUCATION AND PAID TUITION

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction Division 

(2 Digits)
Total

2.3. LEARNING LEVELS (ARITHMETIC)

Learning levels by school type

3.3. Paid Tuition3.2. Parental Education
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4.4. SCHOOL FACILITIES (%SCHOOLS)

4.2. ATTENDANCE (%) ON THE DAY OF VISIT

4.SCHOOLS
4.1.NUMBER  OF SURVEYED SCHOOLS

4.3.TEACHER'S QUALIFICATION (%TEACHERS)

Boys & Girls Boys Girls Total Boys & Girls Boys Girls Total

Primary 252 207 45 504 31 2 1 34

Elementary 41 22 5 68 36 1 0 37

Secondary 41 29 18 88 36 0 1 37

Other - 6 0 0 6

Total 334 258 68 660 109 3 2 114

Type/Level
Government Schools Private Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

Matric 2.4 8.4

Intermediate 14.0 31.5

Graduation 41.4 40.2

Master and Above 41.6 19.6

Other 0.6 0.3

General qualification

Government Schools Private Schools

PTC 17.1 18.7

CT 9.8 15.4

BED 40.8 45.5

MED 28.8 14.2

Other 3.6 6.1

Professional qualification

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

Children attendance 71.1 70.2 61.5 67.6 73.6 75.5 73.6 77.8 75.5

Teacher attendance 86.0 85.0 87.8 86.5 87.3 95.1 91.4 90.7 90.8

Type/Level
Private SchoolsGovernment Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Running water available in 
handwashing sinks

23.7 44.1 52.3 29.6 37.9 12.5 27.3 0.0 24.0

Complete boundary wall / fence 68.9 77.9 85.1 72.0 13.8 6.1 15.2 0.0 10.9

Useable toilets / latrines for students 60.1 82.4 88.4 66.1 46.9 29.7 62.2 33.3 45.5

Useable furniture 61.2 77.9 77.9 65.2 69.7 59.5 59.5 66.7 62.8

Working library 6.6 13.8 22.4 9.4 68.8 64.9 91.9 100.0 76.8

Playground 47.8 46.3 58.6 49.1 4.5 0.0 3.2 0.0 2.2

Soap/Handwash available in 
handwashing sinks

11.7 23.5 33.0 15.8 57.6 81.1 73.0 66.7 70.8

Electricity connection 51.8 53.7 75.9 55.2 72.7 70.3 91.7 100.0 79.5

Smart Boards 26.5 41.2 43.7 30.3 90.9 94.6 94.6 83.3 92.9

Solar panels 23.2 32.4 36.5 25.9 90.9 89.2 83.8 100.0 88.5

Separate toilets for girls and boys 25.7 44.8 61.6 32.4 69.7 56.8 86.1 100.0 72.3

Running water available in toilets 35.8 52.9 68.6 42.0 72.7 81.1 80.6 100.0 79.5

Disinfectants available for cleaning 22.3 43.9 61.9 29.8 84.8 89.2 100.0 100.0 92.0

Toilets Cleanliness 38.3 60.3 67.4 44.5 75.8 78.4 97.3 100.0 85.0

Clean Drinking water available for 
students

51.2 71.6 75.6 56.6 87.9 86.1 89.2 100.0 88.4

Isolataion room available 9.4 11.9 14.0 10.3 81.3 82.9 86.5 83.3 83.6

First Aid Equipment Available 8.7 17.9 26.7 12.1 84.4 86.5 94.4 100.0 89.2

Covid-19 Tests done in school by the 
government

16.0 23.5 35.6 19.5 71.9 97.3 94.4 83.3 88.3

Facilities in Schools
Government Schools Private Schools

- - -
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4.5. FUNDS/GRANTS (%SCHOOLS)

4.7. SCHOOL POLICY ON SUSPECTED COVID-19 CASES (%SCHOOLS)

4.6. COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Alternate day Schooling 23.8 37.3 45.0 28.0 46.9 32.4 67.6 33.3 48.2

Awareness posters/IEC material 
displayed in school

27.4 49.2 65.9 34.9 51.6 64.9 70.3 83.3 64.0

Temperature check at entrance 8.9 24.2 27.1 13.0 40.7 37.1 58.8 20.0 44.6

Hand sanitization at Entrance 19.0 45.2 57.1 26.8 56.3 44.1 71.4 80.0 58.5

Masks worn by teachers and 
students at school

33.9 60.3 70.6 41.6 62.5 66.7 81.1 100.0 71.8

Hand sanitizer available inside and 
outside of the classroom for students

15.2 51.7 56.0 24.4 36.4 50.0 69.4 60.0 52.7

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Move them to isolation room 59.4 88.9 100.0 68.2 57.6 61.1 89.2 100.0 71.2

Send the person home immediately 85.3 89.5 100.0 88.4 73.5 72.2 80.6 100.0 76.6

Call nearby health facility 81.5 90.9 92.3 83.8 54.5 52.8 68.6 100.0 60.6

Call Covid-19 helpline 76.9 71.4 85.7 77.3 66.7 80.0 92.9 100.0 84.6

No policy 0.0

Other -

Government Schools Private Schools

53

6

35
29

0

20

40

60

80

100

CLASS 2 CLASS 8

Multi grade teaching

Government Schools Private Schools

69

60

48 51

61
56

35

60

14

47

5

88
94 94

56

94

0

20

40

60

80

100

Boundary
Wall

Toilets Playground Water Boundary
Wall

Toilets Playground Water

2021 2019

% School Facilities at Primary Level

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Other Primary Elementary Secondary Other

59 7 11 29 4 0 6 2

15.1 8.6 18.3 34.9 17.4 0 16.2 5.4

20884.7 18142.9 36818.2 116637.9 40875 - 53500 11000

80 17 14 22 2 1 4 0

20.4 21 23.3 26.5 8.7 10 10.8 0

23047.1 13576.5 28928.6 102182.7 0 0 0 -

Government Schools Private Schools

2020

# of schools reported receiving grants

 %of schools reported receiving grants

Average amount of grant (Rs.)

2021

# of schools reported receiving grants

 %of schools reported receiving grants

Average amount of grant (Rs.)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-0.00.00.0

0.00.00.00.0
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Learning levels by school type

4.8. SCHOOL'S LEAVE POLICY FOR CONFIRMED POSITIVE CASES (%SCHOOLS)

4.11. FACILITIES FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

4.9. COMPUTER LAB AND INTERNET FACILITY IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

4.10. DISABLITIES & FUNCTIONING IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Continue learning learning/teaching 
from home

82.7 100.0 93.3 86.1 75.0 100.0 85.7 0.0 88.0

14-days leave 87.8 100.0 96.4 90.9 81.8 100.0 81.3 100.0 88.1

Return back to school only after a 
negative COVID test

91.3 100.0 100.0 93.8 66.7 100.0 84.6 100.0 84.2

No policy 0.0

Other

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

No Disabilities

Some Disabilities

Children with disabilties
Government Schools Private Schools

3
16

27

8

100
92

100

0

97

2
9 10

4

100
94 90

100 95

25
40

50
38

83

67

89

0

83
100 100 100 100

21
31

71

25

41
33

100

50 50

15 20

68

0

32

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Government Schools Private Schools

Computer lab and Internet facility in Schools (%)

Computer lab in schools Internet available in the schools Internet in computer labs Internet in offices Internet in classrooms

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Ramps 8.3 16.7 0.0 7.4 0.0 0.0 44.4 0.0 20.0

Accessible Toilets 35.4 33.3 50.0 37.9 66.7 11.1 55.6 0.0 38.1

Health and Nutrition ofcer 4.8 0.0 12.5 6.0 0.0 0.0 44.4 0.0 19.0

13.3 0.0 12.5 12.2 66.7 22.2 44.4 0.0 38.1

Facilities in Schools
Government Schools Private Schools

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other facilities**

**Special Staff, Janitorial Staff, Pick and Drop Facilities
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4.12.TYPE OF DISABILITIES (AVG. NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN SCHOOLS)

2.4
2.0

0.5

2.0

0.5 0.4
1.0 1.0

0.0

1.2

0.0 0.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Visual Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

1.1 1.3

0.6

1.6

0.0
0.3

2.0

1.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Hearing Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

1.4 1.1
0.8

1.6

0.8
0.5

1.4

0.0 0.0

1.3

0.0

1.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Physical Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

3.2
3.6

0.5

3.0

1.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Intellectual Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

1.8
2.0

1.0

0.0 0.0

1.0

0.0 0.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Self Care Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

3.0
2.5

0.5
0.9

0.5

1.5

0.0 0.0

3.0

0.0 0.0

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Some difculty A lot of
difculty

Cannot do at
all

Male Female

Communication Disability- Children (Avg.) in Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

0.0

0.00.00.0 0.00.0
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Sample Composition

· ASER 2021 survey was conducted in 25 rural 
districts of Sindh. This covered 14,273 households 
in 720 villages throughout the province during 
September-November 2021.. 

· Detailed information was collected on 41,536 
children (58% males, 42% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 35,506 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies. 

· School information on public and private schools 
was collected. A total of 660 government schools 
and 114 private schools were surveyed.

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has increased when 
compared to 2019.

· In 2021, 24% of children were reported to be out-of-
school which has increased when compared to 
2019 (14%). 11% children have never been enrolled 
in a school and 13% have dropped out of school for 
various reasons. 

· 76% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 94% (88% in 2019) of children were 
enrolled in government schools whereas 6% (12% 
in 2019) of children were going to non-state 
institutions (6% private schools, 0% Madrassah, 0% 
other). The share of private schools has dropped by 
6% compared with 2019.
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in government 
schools, 62% were boys and 38% were girls whereas 
in private schools 55% enrolled children were boys 
and 45% were girls. 

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Proportion of enrolled children has decreased in 2021 as 
compared to 2019.

· 34% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 3-5 years were enrolled in schools as 
compared to 46% in 2019. 

· 66% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/schooling. 

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS
Learning levels of children are assessed through language 
and arithmetic tools. The same tools are used for all children 
between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy and numeracy 
assessments cover up to Class 2 level competencies mapped 
to the Single National Curriculum. 

Learning levels of children (in class 5) have declined: 

· 40% of class 5 children could read a class 2 level 
story in Urdu/Sindhi compared to 44% in 2019.  

· 9% of class 3 children could read story in 
Urdu/Sindhi as compared to 9% in 2019. 

English learning levels (in class 5 and 3) have declined: 

· 24% class 5 children could read sentences (class 2 
level) compared to 27% in 2019. 

· 4% class 3 children could read class 2 level 
sentences as compared to 7% in 2019.  

Arithmetic learning levels (in class 5 and class 3) have 
declined: 

· 28% class 5 children could do two digit division as 
compared to 31% in 2019. 

· 7% children enrolled in class 3 could do two digit 
division as compared to 8% in 2019. 

THEME 5:  LEARNING LEVELS  BY SCHOOL TYPE 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)
Children enrolled in private schools are performing better 
compared to their government counterparts. 

· 42% children enrolled in class 5 in a private school 
were able to read at least story in Urdu/Sindhi as 
compared to 41% class 5 children enrolled in 
government schools. 

1ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed 
after analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the 
provincial and national level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure 
comparability, consistency and reliability across provinces and over time.
2https://snc.gov.pk/ 

163 ASER Pakistan 2021



2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

SINDH - RURAL

000ASER Pakistan 2021 164ASER Pakistan 2021

· 24% private school children can read at least 
sentences in class 5 whereas only 21% government 
school children can do the same. 

· 32% children enrolled in private schools (class 5) 
were able to do division when compared to 23% 
class 5 children who were enrolled in government 
schools. 

THEME 6: GENDER GAP
Gender gap in learning continues: boys outperform girls 
(age 5-16 overall) in literacy and numeracy skills. 

· 31% of boys and 24% of girls could read at least 
sentences in Urdu/Sindhi. 

· 30% boys could read at least English words while 
21% of girls can do the same.

· Similarly, 23% of boys were able to do at least 
subtraction whereas only 19% girls could do it. 

THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION

· 20% mother (26% in 2019) and 47% fathers (44% in 
2019) in the sampled households had completed at 
least primary education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater in government school 
students. It has increased significantly for government 
school students (4% in 2019). Overall paid tuition students 
in government schools is 22% compared to 16% in private 
schools.

· Children across all classes take private tuition; 
however, the percentage of students taking tuition 
varies at different class-level. For example, in 
government schools, 13% children enrolled in class 
1 take private tuition whereas 44% children in class 
10 take tuition.  

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
53% of surveyed government schools and 35% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· Children of Class 2 and Class 8 sitting together with 
any other classes were observed for multi-grade 

teaching with one teacher teaching more than one 
grade. 

· It was found that 53% of the surveyed government 
schools and 35% of the surveyed private schools 
had Class 2 sitting with other classes. Also 6% of 
surveyed government schools and 29% of surveyed 
private schools had class 8 sitting with other 
classes.

THEME 10: LEARNING SUPPORT DURING COVID 
(CHILDREN's RESPONSES)
Children (5-16 years) were asked about learning support 
during COVID-19. 

From a high of 79% support availed from family members, 
69% was taken from PTV TeleSchool sessions, 31% had 
access to smart phones, 20% with access to computer, 27% 
to paid tuition, 14% digital learning resources and 5% 
accessed radio programs for learning support.  

THEME 11: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSENTEEISM

Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in schools on the day of visit.

· Overa l l  student  attendance in  sur veyed 
government schools stood at 68% whereas it was 
76% in surveyed private schools.

· Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total 
number of teachers actually present on the day of 
survey.

· Overa l l  teacher  attendance  in  sur veyed 
government schools stood at 87%, whereas it was 
91% in surveyed private schools.

THEME 12: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION

· 41% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 40% teachers of 
surveyed private schools. However, 29% have 
completed M.Ed in government schools compared 
to 14% in private schools.
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THEME 13: SCHOOL FACILITIES
SURVEYED GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS:

· 60% of the surveyed government primary schools 
have functional toilets.

· 51% of the surveyed government primary schools 
have useable drinking water. 

· Amongst the surveyed government primary 
schools, 69% had complete boundary walls.

· 48% of surveyed government primary schools had 
play grounds.

· 52% of surveyed government primary schools had 
electricity connection.

· 3% of surveyed government primary schools had 
computer labs and 2% had internet facilities.

SURVEYED PRIVATE SCHOOLS:

· 47% of the surveyed private primary schools have 
functional toilets.

· 88% of the surveyed private primary schools have 
useable drinking water.

· Amongst the surveyed private primary schools, 
14% had complete boundary walls. 

· 5% of surveyed private primary schools had play 
grounds.

· 73% of surveyed private primary schools had 
electricity connection.

· 100% of surveyed private primary schools had 
computer labs and 100% had internet facilities.

THEME 14: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
20% of the government primary schools and 9% private 
primary schools received grants.

· 80 surveyed government primary schools were 
receiving grants in 2021 as compared to 2 surveyed 
private primary schools.

THEME 15: DISABILITIES & FUNCTIONINGS

ASER 2021, as part of the school level survey, included a 
"Health and Disability" section under which the head 
teachers/teachers were asked a number of questions 
pertaining to Children with Disabilities and Facilities for 
Children with Disabilities in their respective schools. 

At the provincial level, 15% of the surveyed government 
primary schools were reported to be having children with 
disabilities while 13% of the surveyed primary private 
schools reported the same. 

THEME 16: HOUSEHOLDS' ACCESS TO: TECHNOLOGY

ASER 2021 included a range of questions from households 
on technology access.
69% of households have mobile phones and 39% have 
smart phones.
Amongst mobile users, 84% use WhatsApp services, whilst 
47% use SMS facility.

1 4 %  h a v e  i n t e r n e t  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  9 %  h a v e 
computer/laptops. 73% households have TV and 10% have 
radio.

THEME 17: HOUSEHOLDS' ACCESS TO SOCIAL SAFETY NETS 
& IMPACT ON INCOME AND WELL-BEING

24% of the households stated that they have received 
support from social safety nets (Ehsaas, BISP, PSPA, 
Akhuwat etc.)

20% households stated that their earnings during Covid 
were affected by more than 50%.

29% of the households stated that their psychological well-
being was substantially affected during Covid
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LEARNING SUPPORT DURING COVID-19
 

LEARNING DURING COVID-19 (STUDY DURING SCHOOLS SHUT DOWN)  

 
 

% Children Type of Learning Support Availed

Average daily hours given to Studies Subject that % children who found it 

Do children feel confident to study on 
their own if Schools Shut Down again?

Did School provide Learning Material?

How o�en did School Management reach for providing Learning Support?

 

 

 
 

69

5
14

27

79

20
31

PTV's Teleschool Govt.'s Radio
school programs

School provided
Digital Learning

Resources

Paid Tui�on Family members Computer Smart Phone

67%

25%

5% 3%

Less than 1 hr

1 - 2 hrs

2 - 4 hrs

More than 4 hrs

70

62
61

English Urdu Mathema�cs

44%

56%

Yes

No

24%

76%

Yes

No

9%

12%
2%

2%

75%

More than once a week

Once a week

Once every two weeks

Once a month

Never
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Pvt. Madrasah other

6 - 10 46.8 41.7 0.9 0.0 3.7 6.9 100

11 - 13 51.7 35.9 1.5 0.0 6.7 4.2 100

14 - 16 55.6 38.1 1.4 0.0 2.6 2.3 100

6 - 16 51.3 38.6 1.3 0.0 4.3 4.5 100

Total 100

By Type 55.9 42.7 1.4 0.0

(15.4+

Pvt. Madrasah other

3 5.9 16.6 0.0 0.0 100

4 18.4 27.7 0.0 0.0 100

5 42.8 45.1 0.0 0.0 100

3 - 5 22.4 29.8 0.0 0.0 100

Total 100

By Type 42.9 57.1 0.0 0.0

Age / 

Class
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 100.0 76.1 43.2 4.0

2 39.2 39.2

3 36.3 42.9

4 35.0 31.0 9.9

5 51.9 42.7 8.6

6 30.5 40.5

7 32.2

8

9

10

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

Enrollment by gender and type of school

Out-of-school children by genderClass-wise enrollment

Children not attending any pre-school

8.2

% Children who attend different types of pre-schools

Out-of-school

% Children in different types of schools % Out-of-school

Total
Age group

15.3

3.0
2.7

4.2

Total1514

Non-state providers Never 

enrolled
Drop-out

TotalAge group Govt.
Non-state providers

52.2 47.8

77.5

53.9

91.8

Govt.

1.1.SCHOOL ENROLLMENT AND OUT-OF-SCHOOL CHILDREN

1.2. EARLY YEARS SCHOOLING (PRE-SCHOOLING)

12.1

47.8

1.ACCESS (AJK)

10.5

85.3

100

8.3

8.5

9.2

8.5

8.9

12.7

10.4

10.7

10.6

12.3

100
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Class Nothing Letters Words Sentences Story Total

1 31.9 23.9 26.7 15.4 2.1 100

2 8.7 25.8 29.0 26.3 10.2 100

3 5.1 5.1 34.2 33.4 22.2 100

4 0.0 5.5 12.6 33.6 48.3 100

5 0.0 0.0 10.1 17.6 72.3 100

6 0.0 0.0 6.6 8.8 84.6 100

7 0.0 0.0 0.0 9.8 90.2 100

8 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.6 92.4 100

9 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.6 94.4 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.0 96.0 100

Capital Small

1 32.5 13.3 33.0 19.3 1.9 100

2 12.8 20.7 26.0 33.3 7.2 100

3 0.0 9.3 27.8 50.6 12.3 100

4 0.0 0.0 0.0 50.8 49.2 100

5 0.0 0.0 0.0 13.9 86.1 100

6 0.0 0.0 0.0 13.6 86.4 100

7 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.7 87.3 100

8 0.0 0.0 0.0 11.6 88.4 100

9 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.8 91.2 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.1 94.9 100

How to read:21.2%(19.3+1.9) children of class 1 can read atleast words

2.1. LEARNING LEVELS (URDU)

Class-wise % children who can read

How to read:17.5%(15.4+2.1) children of class 1 can read atleast sentences

Class-wise % children who can read

Class Nothing
Letters

Words Sentences Total

2.2. LEARNING LEVELS (ENGLISH)

Learning levels by school type

Learning levels: Out-of-school

Learning levels by school type

Who can read sentences Learning levels: Out-of-school
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1-9 10-99 100-200 2 Digits 3 Digits

1 21.3 11.7 26.5 16.3 11.7 3.7 8.8 100

2 7.5 7.3 8.7 19.4 19.0 6.6 31.5 100

3 1.1 2.2 9.4 12.1 12.6 13.9 48.7 100

4 0.0 0.0 3.6 8.6 9.3 10.5 68.0 100

5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.4 24.7 71.6 100

6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.8 21.1 72.1 100

7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.5 16.8 72.7 100

8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.8 17.4 73.8 100

9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.0 21.9 74.1 100

10 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 21.1 78.9 100

Type/Grade II III IV

Govt. 9.4 14.8 19.2

Pvt. 14.1 7.2 8.6

3.3. Paid Tuition3.2. Parental Education

IX

18.5

13.3

X
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14.6
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15.6

V

23.6
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VIII

24.6

13.0
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24.1

12.0

Who can do division Learning levels: Out-of-school

3.PARENTAL EDUCATION AND PAID TUITION

Class-wise % children who can do

Class Nothing
Number recognition Subtraction Division 

(2 Digits)
Total

2.3. LEARNING LEVELS (ARITHMETIC)

Learning levels by school type

How to read:24.2%(11.7+3.7+8.8) children of class 1 can do atleast subtraction
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4.4. SCHOOL FACILITIES (%SCHOOLS)

4.2. ATTENDANCE (%) ON THE DAY OF VISIT

4.SCHOOLS
4.1.NUMBER  OF SURVEYED SCHOOLS

4.3.TEACHER'S QUALIFICATION (%TEACHERS)

Boys & Girls Boys Girls Total Boys & Girls Boys Girls Total

Primary 35 38 52 125 106 8 11 125

Elementary 14 33 28 75 61 2 5 68

Secondary 8 43 35 86 47 1 1 49

Other - 15 0 0 15

Total 57 114 115 286 229 11 17 257

Type/Level
Government Schools Private Schools

Government Schools Private Schools

Matric 1.3 2.0

Intermediate 7.5 20.6

Graduation 43.7 43.0

Master and Above 47.7 34.4

Other 0.1 0.0

General qualification

Government Schools Private Schools

PTC 4.4 3.2

CT 10.5 16.0

BED 50.2 53.8

MED 34.6 26.3

Other 0.3 0.7

Professional qualification

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary Other Overall

Children attendance 80.2 85.1 88.4 85.6 85.7 87.3 91.1 85.8 87.5

Teacher attendance 88.5 88.0 91.8 90.0 95.7 94.2 96.9 96.8 96.3

Type/Level
Private SchoolsGovernment Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Running water available in 
handwashing sinks

28.2 34.7 47.6 35.7 12.2 4.8 7.0 23.1 9.9

Complete boundary wall / fence 56.8 50.7 57.1 54.4 49.0 56.6 70.0 56.7 60.9

Useable toilets / latrines for students 55.5 66.7 81.9 70.1 91.0 83.3 99.0 73.3 85.7

Useable furniture 65.3 73.3 72.9 69.7 53.6 64.7 59.2 60.0 58.0

Working library 12.0 13.3 29.4 17.5 77.6 83.8 87.8 80.0 81.3

Playground 40.7 49.7 77.6 60.3 30.9 0.0 72.6 0.0 45.6

Soap/Handwash available in 
handwashing sinks

10.4 14.7 29.4 17.2 17.6 7.4 20.4 6.7 14.8

Electricity connection 64.5 65.3 78.6 68.9 44.4 44.1 61.2 60.0 48.4

Smart Boards 0.0

Solar panels

Separate toilets for girls and boys 28.0 32.0 47.7 35.0 30.1 33.8 53.1 60.0 37.3

Running water available in toilets 50.0 60.0 70.2 58.7 29.6 47.1 59.2 66.7 42.0

Disinfectants available for cleaning 20.7 26.0 36.5 26.9 66.1 82.4 81.6 85.7 74.5

Toilets Cleanliness 43.5 52.1 52.4 48.4 55.2 61.8 68.8 92.9 61.6

Clean Drinking water available for 
students

49.2 65.8 69.4 59.6 59.2 61.8 77.6 78.6 64.5

Isolataion room available 11.3 9.3 14.1 11.6 41.5 44.8 63.3 78.6 48.6

First Aid Equipment Available 7.4 6.7 24.7 12.4 55.6 57.4 67.3 71.4 59.2

Covid-19 Tests done in school by the 
government

18.0 18.9 21.4 19.3 52.8 62.7 77.6 78.6 61.6

Facilities in Schools
Government Schools Private Schools

- --
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4.5. FUNDS/GRANTS (%SCHOOLS)

4.7. SCHOOL POLICY ON SUSPECTED COVID-19 CASES (%SCHOOLS)

4.6. COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Alternate day Schooling 29.0 38.4 26.7 30.7 19.4 33.8 36.7 38.5 27.6

Awareness posters/IEC material 
displayed in school

22.1 28.4 38.8 28.8 19.5 19.7 34.7 42.9 23.8

Temperature check at entrance 23.6 13.7 18.8 19.6 17.8 19.0 23.9 35.7 20.3

Hand sanitization at Entrance 15.6 21.9 28.2 21.1 34.7 44.6 40.0 46.7 39.0

Masks worn by teachers and 
students at school

39.0 40.5 40.5 39.9 29.8 50.8 61.2 71.4 43.7

Hand sanitizer available inside and 
outside of the classroom for students

7.3 11.1 14.3 10.4 23.6 32.3 38.8 15.4 28.4

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Move them to isolation room 90.0 85.7 42.9 75.0 21.3 31.3 65.3 35.7 33.3

Send the person home immediately 98.4 100.0 93.0 97.2 34.4 49.2 68.8 57.1 46.2

Call nearby health facility 96.9 100.0 90.0 95.8 5.8 31.7 39.1 35.7 20.5

Call Covid-19 helpline 88.9 100.0 60.0 84.2 78.6 66.7 72.7 50.0 72.2

No policy

Other -

Government Schools Private Schools
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0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1

0 0 0 0 2.4 0 0 2

- - - - 25000 - - 0

0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 1.2 0 0 0

- - - - 0 - - -
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2020

# of schools reported receiving grants

 %of schools reported receiving grants

Average amount of grant (Rs.)

2021

# of schools reported receiving grants

 %of schools reported receiving grants

Average amount of grant (Rs.)

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-0.00.00.00.0

0.00.00.00.0
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Learning levels by school type

4.8. SCHOOL'S LEAVE POLICY FOR CONFIRMED POSITIVE CASES (%SCHOOLS)

4.11. FACILITIES FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

4.9. COMPUTER LAB AND INTERNET FACILITY IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

4.10. DISABLITIES & FUNCTIONING IN SCHOOLS (%SCHOOLS)

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Continue learning learning/teaching 
from home

87.5 100.0 83.3 89.5 85.7 100.0 66.7 66.7 83.3

14-days leave 97.1 100.0 96.9 97.9 96.8 100.0 83.3 66.7 94.3

Return back to school only after a 
negative COVID test

97.7 100.0 96.4 97.9 90.0 100.0 75.0 66.7 86.4

No policy

Other

Government Schools Private Schools

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

No Disabilities

Some Disabilities

Children with disabilties
Government Schools Private Schools

5 8

40

16

98 100 100

75

98

2 1 3 2

95
100 100

75

96
100

0

50
60

81 80 80

50

79

100

0

100 100

11
21

51

25 22

100

0 0

100

4 5

32

8 10

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Government Schools Private Schools

Computer lab and Internet facility in Schools (%)

Computer lab in schools Internet available in the schools Internet in computer labs Internet in offices Internet in classrooms

Primary Elementary Secondary Overall Primary Elementary Secondary other Overall

Ramps 12.5 0.0 41.7 23.1 0.0 0.0 42.9 0.0 15.8

Accessible Toilets 37.5 25.0 66.7 46.4 12.5 25.0 66.7 0.0 33.3

Health and Nutrition ofcer

0.0 0.0 8.3 3.6 12.5 0.0 57.1 0.0 26.3

Facilities in Schools
Government Schools Private Schools

Other facilities**

**Special Staff, Janitorial Staff, Pick and Drop Facilities

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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4.12.TYPE OF DISABILITIES (AVG. NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN SCHOOLS)
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Sample Composition

· ASER 2021 survey was conducted in 10 rural 
districts of Azad Jammu & Kashmir. This covered 
5820 households in 294 villages throughout the 
province during September-November 2021. 

· Detailed information was collected on 16,140 
children (53% males, 47% females) aged 3-16 years. 
Out of these 14,546 children aged 5-16 years were 
tested for language and arithmetic competencies. 

· School information on public and private schools 
was collected. A total of 286 government schools 
and 257 private schools were surveyed.

THEME 1: ACCESS
Proportion of out-of-school children has increased when 
compared to 2019.

· In 2021, 8% of children were reported to be out-of-
school which has increased when compared to 
2019 (3%). 6% children have never been enrolled in 
a school and 2% have dropped out of school for 
various reasons. 

· 92% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 6-16 years were enrolled in schools.  
Amongst these, 55% (54% in 2019) of children were 
enrolled in government schools whereas 45% (46%) 
of children were going to non-state institutions 
(44% private schools, 1% Madrassah, 0% other). 
The share of private schools has dropped by 1% 
compared with 2019.
 

· Amongst the enrolled students in government 
schools, 55% were boys and 45% were girls whereas 
in private schools 53% enrolled children were boys 
and 47% were girls. 

THEME 2: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Proportion of enrolled children has decreased in 2021 as 
compared to 2019.

· 52% of all school-aged children within the age 
bracket of 3-5 years were enrolled in schools as 
compared to 60% in 2019.

· 48% children of age 3-5 are currently not enrolled in 
any early childhood program/schooling. 

THEME 3: CLASS WISE LEARNING LEVELS
Learning levels of children are assessed through language 
and arithmetic tools. The same tools are used for all children 
between the ages of 5 to 16. The literacy and numeracy 
assessments cover up to Class 2 level competencies mapped 
to the Single National Curriculum. 

Learning levels of children (in class 5 and class 3) have 
declined: 

· 72% of class 5 children could read a class 2 level 
story in Urdu compared to 79% in 2019.  

· 22% of class 3 children could read story in Urdu as 
compared to 30% in 2019. 

English learning levels (in class 5 and class 3) have 
declined: 

· 86% class 5 children could read sentences (class 2 
level) compared to 91% in 2019. 

· 12% class 3 children could read class 2 level 
sentences as compared to 13% in 2019.  

Arithmetic learning levels (in class 5 and class 3) have 
declined: 

· 72% class 5 children could do two digit division as 
compared to 73% in 2019. 

· 49% children enrolled in class 3 could do two digit 
division as compared to 50% in 2019. 

THEME 5:  LEARNING LEVELS  BY SCHOOL TYPE 
(GOVERNMENT VS PRIVATE)

Children enrolled in private schools are performing better 
compared to their government counterparts. 

· 77% children enrolled in class 5 in a private school 
were able to read at least story in Urdu as compared 
to 70% class 5 children enrolled in government 
schools. 

1ITA has detailed documents on the tools development process. Tools are developed 
after analyzing national textbooks and in consultation with expert groups at the 
provincial and national level. They are then piloted intensively before use to ensure 
comparability, consistency and reliability across provinces and over time.
2 https://snc.gov.pk/ 
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· 81% private school children can read at least 
sentences in class 5 whereas only 73% government 
school children can do the same. 

· 73% children enrolled in private schools (class 5) 
were able to do division when compared to 68% 
class 5 children who were enrolled in government 
schools. 

THEME 6: GENDER GAP
Gender gap in learning continues: boys outperform girls 
(age 5-16 overall) in literacy and numeracy skills. 

· 65% of boys and 64% of girls could read at least 
sentences in Urdu. 

· 70% boys could read at least English words while 
68% of girls can do the same.

· Similarly, 61% of boys were able to do at least 
subtraction whereas only 62% girls could do it. 

THEME 7: PARENTAL EDUCATION

· 79% mother (72% in 2019) and 65% fathers (83% in 
2019) in the sampled households had completed at 
least primary education. 

THEME 8: PAID TUITIONS
Private tuition incidence is greater in government school 
students. Overall paid tuition students in government 
schools is 18% compared to 13% in private schools.

· Children across all classes take private tuition; 
however, the percentage of students taking tuition 
varies at different class-level. For example, in 
government schools, 14% children enrolled in class 
1 take private tuition whereas 21% children in class 
10 take tuition.  

THEME 9: MULTI-GRADE TEACHING
40% of surveyed government schools and 26% of surveyed 
private schools had Class 2 students sitting with other 
classes. 

· Children of Class 2 and Class 8 sitting together with 
any other classes were observed for multi-grade 
teaching with one teacher teaching more than one 
grade. 

· It was found that 40% of the surveyed government 
schools and 26% of the surveyed private schools 
had Class 2 sitting with other classes. Also 12% of 
surveyed government schools and 18% of surveyed 
private schools had class 8 sitting with other 
classes.

THEME 10: LEARNING SUPPORT DURING COVID 
(CHILDREN's RESPONSES)

Children (5-16 years) were asked about learning support 
during COVID-19. 

From a high of 65% support availed from family members, 
52% was taken from PTV TeleSchool sessions, 39% had 
access to smart phones and 14% to computers, 21% to paid 
tuition, 10% digital learning resources and 3% accessed 
radio programs for learning support.  

THEME 11: TEACHER & STUDENT ABSENTEEISM
Student attendance is recorded by taking a headcount of all 
students present in schools on the day of visit.

· Overa l l  student  attendance in  sur veyed 
government schools stood at 86% whereas it was 
88% in surveyed private schools.

· Teacher attendance is recorded by referring to the 
appointed positions in each school and the total 
number of teachers actually present on the day of 
survey.

· Overa l l  teacher  attendance  in  sur veyed 
government schools stood at 90%, whereas it was 
96% in surveyed private schools.

THEME 12: TEACHERS' QUALIFICATION

· 44% teachers of surveyed government schools have 
done graduation as compared to 43% teachers of 
surveyed private schools. However, 35% have 
completed M.Ed in government schools compared 
to 26% in private schools. 
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THEME 13: SCHOOL FACILITIES
SURVEYED GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS:

· 56% of the surveyed government primary schools 
have functional toilets.

· 56% of the surveyed government primary schools 
have useable drinking water.

· Amongst the surveyed government primary 
schools, 57% had complete boundary walls.

· 41% of surveyed government primary schools had 
play grounds.

· 65% of surveyed government primary schools had 
electricity connection.

· 5% of surveyed government primary schools had 
computer labs and 2% had internet facilities.

SURVEYED PRIVATE SCHOOLS:

· 91% of the surveyed private primary schools have 
functional toilets.

· 89% of the surveyed private primary schools have 
useable drinking water. 

· Amongst the surveyed private primary schools, 
49% had complete boundary walls.

· 31% of surveyed primary schools had play grounds.

· 44% of surveyed private primary schools had 
electricity connection.

· 98% of surveyed private primary schools had 
computer labs and 95% had internet facilities.

THEME 14: SCHOOL GRANTS/FUNDS
1% of the government primary schools and 1% private 
primary schools received grants.

· No surveyed government primary schools were 
receiving grants in 2021 as compared to 1 surveyed 
private primary schools.

THEME 15: DISABILITIES & FUNCTIONINGS

ASER 2021, as part of the school level survey, included a 
"Health and Disability" section under which the head 
teachers/teachers were asked a number of questions 
pertaining to Children with Disabilities and Facilities for 
Children with Disabilities in their respective schools. 

At the provincial level, 8% of the surveyed government 
primary schools were reported to be having children with 
disabilities while 7% of the surveyed private primary 
schools reported the same. 

THEME 16: HOUSEHOLDS' ACCESS TO: TECHNOLOGY

ASER 2021 also included a wide range of questions from the 
households on technological access. 

85% of households have mobile phones and 78% have 
smart phones.
Amongst mobile users, 78% use WhatsApp services, whilst 
77% use SMS facility.

3 1 %  h av e  i n te r n e t  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  3 4 %  h av e 
computer/laptops. 78% households have TV and 28% have 
radio.

THEME 17: HOUSEHOLDS' ACCESS TO SOCIAL SAFETY NETS 
& IMPACT ON INCOME AND WELL-BEING

7% of the households stated that they have received 
support from social safety nets (Ehsaas, BISP, PSPA, 
Akhuwat etc.)

15% households stated that their earnings during Covid 
were affected by more than 50%.

25% of the households stated that their psychological well-
being was substantially affected during Covid
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LEARNING SUPPORT DURING COVID-19
 

LEARNING DURING COVID-19 (STUDY DURING SCHOOLS SHUT DOWN)  

 

 
 

  
 

52

3
10

21

65

14

39

PTV's Teleschool Govt.'s Radio
school programs

School provided
Digital Learning

Resources

Paid Tui�on Family members Computer Smart Phone

% Children-Type of Learning Support Availed

36%

40%

20%

4%

Average daily hours given to Studies

Less than 1 hr

1 - 2 hrs

2 - 4 hrs

More than 4 hrs

44

37
38

English Urdu Mathema�cs

Subject that % children who found it 
difficult to study on their own

50%

50%

Do children feel confident to study on 
their own if Schools Shut Down again?

Yes

No 58%

42%

Did School provide Learning Material?

Yes

No

7%

21%

8%

22%

42%

How o�en did School Management reach for providing Learning Support?

More than once a week

Once a week

Once every two weeks

Once a month

Never
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ABOUT THE 
SURVEY



Sample Design – Rural (Villages) 

Total Popula�on: The total popula�on of this survey consists of 152 rural districts of Pakistan.   

Sampling Frame: Each district is provided with  

• A village list. 

• Data from the Popula�on Census 2017 on the total number of households. 

• Total popula�on of each village in the list. 

Sample size and its Alloca�on:  

• Keeping in view the variability of the key variables, popula�on distribu�on and field resources, a total sample 

of 600 households pertaining to 20 households from each village is being used.  

• Sample primary sampling units (PSUs) have been considered sufficient to produce reliable es�mates with 5% 

margin of errors at 95% level of confidence.  

• The detailed alloca�on plan is shown below: 

Number of Districts Number of Villages per District Number of Households per Village 

152 30 20 

 
Sample Design: A two stage sample design was adopted: 
 

• First stage: 30 villages selected using the provisional village directory of the 2017 census1.  

• Second stage: 20 households are selected in each of the 30 selected villages. 
 

Selec�on of Primary Sampling Units (PSUs): Villages of districts have been taken as PSUs:  
 

• Sample PSUs have been selected using probability propor�onal to size (PPS) method. 

• Every year, 20 villages from the previous year are retained and 10 new villages are added. Ten villages are 
dropped from the previous year’s list and 10 new villages are added from the popula�on census village 
directory. The 10 new villages are also chosen using PPS.  

• The 20 old villages and the 10 new villages give us a ” rota�ng panel” of villages, which generates be�er 
es�mates of changes. 

 
Selec�on of Secondary Sampling Units (SSUs): Households have been treated as secondary sampling units (SSUs).  
 

• Based on actual households in each sample PSUs, 20 households have been selected. 

• We divide the village into four parts :  
o In each of the four parts, started from the central loca�on and pick every 5 th household on the le� 

hand-side in a circular fashion �ll 5 households are selected from each part.  
 

Selec�on of School 
 

· 1 government school from each selected village (Mandatory) 
· 1 private school from each selected village (Op�onal) 

 
1 “Block wise provisional summary results of 6th popula�on and housing 2017 (as on January 03,2018)” by census 
division, Pakistan Bureau of Sta�s�cs www.pbscensus.gov.pk 

189 ASER Pakistan 2021



190ASER Pakistan 2021

SURVEY METHODOLOGY  
 

WHAT TO DO IN THE VILLAGE  
 

• Contact Village Elder: Introduce yourself to the village elder, councilor and/or to other senior members 

of the Panchayat. As you walk to reach the village elder, Panchayat or Councilor, talk to different people 

and ask about the village. Tell them about ASER. This ini�al walking and talking may take more than an 

hour. Get the approximate number of households in the village from the Councilor.  

 

The next step is to iden�fy the households: 
 

o Talk to people: How many different hamlets/sec�ons are in the village? Where are they located? What 
is the social composi�on of the households in each hamlet/sec�on? What is the es�mate of households 
in each hamlet/sec�on? How many government and private schools are in the village? Tell them about 
ASER. 

 

It is o�en helpful to first draw all the roads or paths coming into the village and going out of the village. It 

helps to first draw a rough sketch on the ground so that people around you can see what is being done. Mark 

hamlets, schools, households etc. with landmarks. With the help of the community members, iden�fy 

different hamlets and their center point.  

HOW TO INTRODUCE ASER 

It is important that ASER is introduced clearly and simply to the villagers. Following is a 

suggested way of explaining your purpose of visi�ng the village and the ASER survey: Our team 

is doing a survey on quality of educa�on in Pakistan called Annual Status of Educa�on Repo rt 

(ASER). We want to know if the children of age 3-16 are learning anything in the school or 

outside of it i.e. in home. We are conduc�ng this research in more than 4,500 villages and in 

155 rural districts of Pakistan and your village has been selected as one of them. We will also 

go to one government school here and one private school (if there is one in the area) to look 

at their standard. We will select 20 households in your village and ask children to read and do 

mathema�c sums etc. This way you will also know the standard of educa�on, and as we ask 

the government, the village should also come together to improve educa�onal standards.  

 



HOW TO SELECT HOUSEHOLDS 

• In the en�re village, informa�on will be collected for 20 randomly selected households.   
 

• Go to each hamlet/sec�on. Try to find the central point in that habita�on. Stand facing the houses in the 
center of the habita�on. Visit every 5th house from the le�-hand side in the habita�on (e.g. 1st house, 
11th house, 16th house, etc.). Get informa�on about the household and children following instruc�ons 
in the next sec�on. 

 

o House Closed: If the selected house is closed or if there is nobody at home, note that down on your 
compila�on sheet as “House Closed”. This household DOES NOT count as a surveyed household. 
Move to the next/adjacent open house. Con�nue un�l you have 5 households in each hamlet/sec�on 
in which there were inhabitants.  

 

o No Response: If a household refuses to par�cipate, note that down on your compila�on she et as “No 
Response”. However, as above, this household DOES NOT count as a surveyed household. Move on 
to the next house. Con�nue un�l you have 5 households in each hamlet/sec�on in which not only 
were the inhabitants present, but they also par�cipated in the survey. 

 

o No Children: If there are no children or no children in the age group of 3–16 years in a household but 
there are inhabitants, INCLUDE THAT HOUSEHOLD. Take all the relevant informa�on like the name 
of the family head, age and educa�on related informa�on of the mothers, if any. Such a household 
WILL COUNT as one of the 5 surveyed households in each hamlet/sec�on. 

 

• Stop a�er you have completed 5 households in each hamlet/sec�on. If you have reached the end of the 
sec�on before 5 households are sampled, go around again using the same every 5th household on the 
le�-hand side rule. If a surveyed household gets selected again, then go to the next household. Con�nue 
the survey �ll you have 5 households in the sec�on. 
 

• Now move to the next selected hamlet/sec�on. Follow the same process.  
 

• Make sure that you go to households ONLY WHEN children are likely to be at home. This means that the 
day of the household survey should be a Sunday or holiday.  
 

• If every house is turning out to be a No Response house, think about your team and strategy. It may be 
because there are two male members going to the houses hence refused permission.  
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Instruc�ons:  

1.   Find central point in a hamlet. Stand facing 

the dwellings. 

2.   Survey every 5th HH (household) occurring 

on the Le� Hand Side. 

3.   In case of a locked HH or if there is nobody 

at home, note that down as ‘House Closed’ and 

move to the next open house. 

4.   If a HH refuses to par�cipate, note that 

down as ‘No Response’ and move to the next 

HH. 

5. If there are no children or no children in the 

age group of 3 -16 years in a HH but there are 

inhabitants, include that HH. 

6.   If you reach the end of the hamlet before 

five (5) HHs are sampled, go around again using 

the “every 5th HH rule”. 

 

In the 5th HH ask how many ‘chulhas/kitchens’ are 

there? If there are more than 1, then randomly select 

any one of the ‘chulhas/kitchens’. A�er comple�ng 

survey in this house proceed to the next 5th HH. 

 



WHAT TO DO IN EACH HOUSEHOLD 

Basics of the household sheet: Following is some basic informa�on required to be filled in the household sheet before 

the start of the survey. 

• Household ID: Write the household number ( e.g. 1, 2, 3,……..20) 

• Gender of the respondent: Mark the gender of the respondent male, female or other. Tick only one op�on  

• Is respondent the head of the household? Ask if the respondent is also the head of the household and mark the 
response in yes or no.  

• Name of Family Head: write down the name of Family head.   

• Mother tongue: Ask the respondent about mother tongue of the children of the household and write it down.  

• Religion: Ask the religion of the respondent and write it down. Be very respec�ul and polite in asking this ques�on.  

• Date and Time: Write down the date, day, start & end �me on the day of the survey visit.  

• Surveyors: Write down the names of the surveyors.  

• Village iden�fica�on: Carefully fill out the relevant name of the village, tehsil/taluka, district and province.  
 

In Each Sampled Household: We will note informa�on about the household and all the children (3 -16 years), their 

mother and father who live in the household on a regular basis. 

Household with mul�ple kitchens: If there is more than one kitchen (chulhas) in the selected household, then randomly 

select any one of the kitchens in the household and record the total number of family members who eat from that 

chosen kitchen.  

• Children 3 to 4: On the household sheet, note down child’s name, age, whether they are a�ending Kachi or any 
other form of pre-school centre. We will NOT test children who are under 5 years of age.  
 

• Ask all children in this age group their current schooling status, meaning whether the child is currently enrolled 
in kachi or any other school, dropped out of school or was never enrolled in any school. 

• Ask all (enrolled and dropped out) children if they take any private supplementary tui�on (paid classes in 
addi�on to regular school). 

• Also ask the enrolled children if they go to the specific school which you have/will be surveying.  
 

• Children 5 to 16: On the Household sheet, note down child’s name, age, gender and all other details.   
 

• Ask the current schooling status of each child, i.e. whether the child is currently enrolled in school, dropped 
out of school or was never enrolled in any school. 

• If the child is enrolled then note down the class which the child is a�ending at the �me of the survey and the 
type of school each child is going to, i.e. government, private, madrassah or any other type of school.  

• Ask all (enrolled and dropped out) children if they take any private supplementary tui�on (pai d classes in 
addi�on to regular school). 

• Also ask the enrolled children if they go to the specific school which you have/will be surveying.  

• All children in this age group (5 to 16) will be tested in basic reading, arithme�c and English.  (We know that 
younger children will not be able to read much or do sums but s�ll follow the same process for all children so 
as to keep the process uniform). Ensure that the child is comfortable before and during the test and that 
sufficient �me is given to each child.  
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Out of school children (drop outs and never enrolled children) 

• Ask the child if s/he has dropped out and the last class that was passed. Also ask for the reason of dropping out 
or being never enrolled (such as law and order, poverty, flood, school building shi�ed by government or 
others).  
 

• Even the dropped out and never enrolled children aged 5 to 16 have to be tested.   
 

• Parents’ Educa�on: Following informa�on regarding parents educa�on will also be recorded  
 

o Names and age of mother and father 
o Total number of children (ever had) 
o Whether mother and/or father have gone to school? 
o Mother and/or father’s educa�on (Highest class completed) 
o Ask from the mother if she is a working woman. Mark yes if she is and no if she is not working. 
o Do not take informa�on if the father is dead.   

 
Household Indicators: All informa�on on household indicators is to be recorded based, as much as possible, on 

observa�on and evidence. However, if for some reason you cannot observe it note down what is  reported by the 

household.  This informa�on is being collected in order to link educa�on status of the child with household economic 

condi�ons.  

 House Ownership: Mark yes or no regarding the ownership of the house. 

Type of house the child lives in: Types of houses are defined as follows:   

• Kutcha House: The walls and/or roof of which are made of material other than those men�oned here, such as 
un-burnt bricks, bamboos, mud, grass, reeds, thatch, loosely packed stones, etc.  

• Semi -Pucca house: A house that has fixed walls made up of pucca material but roof is made up of the material 
other than those used for pucca house.  

• Pucca House: A pucca house is one, which has walls and roof made of the following material.  
Wall material: Burnt bricks, stones (packed with lime or cement), cement concrete, �mber, ekra etc. Roof 

Material: Tiles, GCI (Galvanised Corrugated Iron) sheets, asbestos cement sheet, RBC (Reinforced Bric k 

Concrete), RCC (Reinforced Cement Concrete) and �mber etc.   

HH Members with the Same Kitchen: Write down the number of male, female and other iden�fying members ea�ng 

from the same kitchen. This includes children. Write a total under each category and also men�on total earning 

members of that par�cular household. Also men�on total earing members under the age  

Source of clean drinking water: ask the par�cipants how they get clean drinking water and mark the appropriate 

response. If the response is not given in the op�ons, write it down in the “other” op�on. 

Electricity Connec�on: Mark yes or no by observing if the household has wires/electric meters and fi�ngs or not.    

Solar Panel: Mark yes or no by observing if the household has solar panel facility available 

Television – TV in the household: Mark yes if the household has a TV set otherwise mark No. 

Radio: Mark yes if the household has a Radio set otherwise mark No 

Computer/Laptop/Tablet : Mark yes if the household has either computer, l aptop or tablet, otherwise no. 



Internet Connec�on: Mark yes if the household has internet connec�on available, otherwise No. 

Means of Communica�on: Mark yes if the household has simple phone, smartphone, and can do SMS and use 

WhatsApp, in the respec�ve ‘yes’ boxes.  

Vehicle owned by the households (Men�on in numbers): Men�on the number under the label “car” and “motorbike” 

if it is owned by the household. 

Social-Safety Net Recipients: 

Are you recipient of any cash transfer/safety -net cash/Interest Free Loans from Benazir Income Support Program? If 

you have received any cash then mark ‘Yes’ otherwise mark ‘No’.  

Are you recipient of any cash transfer/safety -net cash/Interest Free Loans from Ehsaas? If you have received any cash 

then mark ‘Yes’ otherwise mark ‘No’.  

Are you recipient of any cash transfer/safety -net cash/Interest Free Loans from Punjab Social Protec�on Authority? If 

you have received any cash then mark ‘Yes’ otherwise mark ‘No’.  

Are you recipient of any cash transfer/safety -net cash/Interest Free Loans from Akhuwat? If you have received any cash 

then mark ‘Yes’ otherwise mark ‘No’. 

• Covid-19 Specific household ques�ons: The following ques�ons will be asked from the head of the household. 
o What level of threat do you think coronavirus poses to you and your family? 
o Was your earning affected due to lockdown?  
o Has your emo�onal well-being been affected due to Covid-19 and lockdown?  

 

LEARNING DURING COVID-19 

This sec�on has specially been added in ASER 2021 to collect informa�on on how well the learning of the children was 

supported during Covid-19 when the schools were shut down. It is in con�nua�on of sec�on (I) “child’s informa�on”. 

Con�nua�on must be maintained in marking the responses. Child 1's responses on learning during Covid-19 should 

come in front of Child 1 from “child’s informa�on sec�on”. Similarly for child 2 and other children as well, the con�nuity  

has to be maintained in the order of informa�on.  

Child’s name: Note the child’s name again. 

Hours spent studying during school closure period: Ask the child how many hours per day on average did the child 

spend studying during the schools shut down period and mark the most relevant op�on. 

Difficult subjects to study on their own: ask the child which subject they found difficult to study on their own during 

the schools shut down period. Mark the relevant op�on. If the child says, they had no difficulty studying any subject, 

mark none. 

Study material received from School: ask the child if they received any study resources or material from the school 

during the school shut down period. Mark yes if they did otherwise No. 

Learning Support from teachers during schools closure: Ask the child how o�en did schools teachers or anyone from 

the school management reach out to them for providing learning support or resources. Mark the most appropriate 

response.  
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Learning Support sources: Ask the child if they used any of the following resources to con�nue learning during Cov id-19

PTV’s tele -school; government’s radio school; digital resources from the school; other privately accessed digital 

resources; paid tui�ons/academy; family members and friends/neighbours. Mark all the relevant op�ons.  

Time allocated for different ac�vi�es on digital resources: ask the average number of hours the child spent with digital 

resources of the household doing “online learning”, “playing games” and “other entertainment (music/movies, etc.)  

Does the child feel prepared for studying on their own if schools were to shut down again? Mark yes or no based on 

the child’s response. 

OTHER THINGS TO REMEMBER:  

• Non-resident children: Do not survey children who are visi�ng their rela�ves and friends in the sampled village. 
 

• Older children: O�en older girls and boys (in the age group 11 to 16) may not be thought of as children. Be 
sensi�ve to this issue and therefore avoid using words like “children”.    
 

• Children out of the village: If there are children in the family but who are not present in the village during the 
survey, do not take their details.  
 

• Mothers under or 16 years of age: O�en in villages, you can come across mothers who are less than 16 years 
of age. Informa�on on them will be collected as a mother as well as a child between the age 5 to 16 years, and 
they will also be tested in all three assessments.  

 

Many children may come up to you and want to be included in the process out of curiosity. Do not discourage these 

children. You can interact with them. But concentrate on the fact that data must be noted down ONLY  for children from 

households that have been randomly selected.  
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HOW TO TEST READING?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

If the child stops very o�en while reading the sentence or has difficulty with 

more than 4 words in the sentence or reads it as a string of words than show 

her/him the list of words.  

 

 

If the child reads the sentences 

fluently and with ease, then ask 

her/him to read the story.  

• Ask the child to read any 5 words from the word list. Let the child choose the 

words themselves. If s/he does not choose, then point out words to her/him.  

• If s/he can correctly read at least 4 out of 5 words with ease, then ask her/him 

to try to read the paragraph again.  

• S/he will be marked at the ‘words’ level if s/he can correctly read words but 

is s�ll struggling with the paragraph. 

• Show the child the story. If s/he can 

read fluently and with ease, then 

mark her/him as a child who can read 

a story. The child who has been able 

to read a story, should be asked two 

ques�ons about the story and be 

marked accordingly.  

• If she is unable to read the story 

fluently and stops a lot, mark her/him 

as a child who is at the paragraph 

level. 

• Ask the child to read any 5 le�ers from the list. Let her/him choose the le�ers. If s/he does not choose 

then point out le�ers to her/him. 

• If s/he can correctly recognize at least 4 out of 5 le�ers with ease, then show her/him the list of words 

again.  

• If s/he can read 4 out of 5 le�ers but cannot read words, then mark her /him as a child who ‘can read 

le�ers’. 

• If s/he cannot read 4 out of 5 le�ers correctly, then mark her as a child as a ‘beginner’. 

If s/he cannot correctly read at least 4 out of 5 words she chooses, then show her/him the list of le�ers.  

Le�ers 

Words Story 

Sentences 

Start  
Here 

• Ask the child to read any paragraph. Listen carefully as to how s/he reads.  

• S/he may read slowly. 

• However, as long as the child reads the text like a sentence and not like a 

string of words, mark her/him as a ‘sentence’ level child. 
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How to test Arithme�c?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If s/he cannot do both subtrac�on problems, then give 

her/him the number recogni�on (100-200) task. 

 

 

If s/he does both the subtrac�on problems correctly, 

ask her/him to do a division problem. 

• Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child can also 

choose.  

• Ask her/him to iden�fy the numbers. 

• If s/he can correctly iden�fy at least 4 out of 5 numbers 

then mark her/him as a child who can ‘recognize 

numbers from 10-99. 

• Show the child the division problems. S/he can choose 

one out of the rest.  

• Ask her/him to write and solve the problem. 

• Observe and see if s/he is able to correctly solve the 

problem, and then mark her/him as a child who can do 

‘division’. 

• If s/he is unable to solve a division problem correctly, 

mark her/him as a child who can do ‘subtrac�on’. 

 

• Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child can also choose. 

• Ask her/him to iden�fy numbers. 

• If s/he can correctly iden�fy at least 4 out of 5 numbers then mark her/him as a child who can 

‘recognize numbers from 1-9’ 

• If not then mark her/him at the level ‘nothing’.  

 

If s/he cannot recognize 4 out of 5 numbers from 10-

99,then give her/him the number recogni�on 1-9 task. 

Number Recogni�on (1-9) 

Number Recogni�on (10-99) 

Division (2 digit by 1 digit) 

Subtrac�on 

Start  
Here 

• Show the child the subtrac�on problems (both 2 digit and 3 digit). S/he can 

choose, if not you can point. 

• Ask her/him to 1 from each sec�on, write and solve the problems. Observe 

to see if s/he does it in the correct wri�en numerical form.  

• Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child can also 

choose.  

• Ask her/him to iden�fy the numbers. 

• If s/he can correctly iden�fy at least 4 out of 5 numbers 

then mark her/him as a child who can ‘recognize 

numbers from 100-200. 

If s/he cannot recognize 4 out of 5 numbers from 100-200, 

then give her/him the number recogni�on 10-99 task. 

Number Recogni�on (100-200) 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word Problems 

Show word problems to all children (5-16 years). S/he has to answer all three ques�ons.  

• Ask her/him to tell the �me in the clock, if S/he answers correctly then mark as “can tell” otherwise 
mark as “cannot tell”. 

• Ask her/him to solve the problem # 2 on a piece of paper.  

• Watch what s/he does. 

• If s/he is able to follow the right method and solve with the right answer, then mark her/him as a 
“can do” for each word problem otherwise mark her/him as “cannot do”. 

• Ask her/him to look at the picture and point which of these is a straight line. I f S/he answers 
correctly then mark as “can tell” otherwise mark as “cannot tell”.  

• Ask at least one child from each household to do at least one word-problem at the back of the 
household sheet.  
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How to test English? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

� If s/he correctly recognizes 4 out of 5 capital le�ers then show her/him the 

list of small le�ers.  

� If s/he reads capital le�ers but is struggling with iden�fying small le�ers, then 

mark her/him as a child who can read ‘capital le�ers’.  

 

 

If s/he is unable to recognize 4 out of 

5 capital le�ers from the list, then 

mark her/him under the category 

‘nothing’. 

Point one by one to at least 5 le�ers .  Ask her/him to iden�fy the le�ers.  

 

Ask her/him to read the 4 sentences. If s/he reads all 4 correctly, then mark her/him at the ‘sentence level’.  

Point one by one to at least 5 words.  Ask her/him to iden�fy words.  

 

If s/he can recognize 4 out of 5 small le�ers with ease, 

then show her/him the list of words. 

Words 

 

Small Le�ers 

Sentences 

Capital Le�ers 
Start  
Here 

Point one by one to at least 5 le�ers. Ask the child to iden�fy the le�ers.  

If s/he reads small le�ers but is struggling with words, then 

mark her/him as a child who can read ‘small le�ers’  

If s/he correctly reads 4 out of 5 words, then show 

her/him the list of sentences. 

If s/he reads words but is struggling with reading 

sentences, then mark her/him as ‘word’ level child. 

Bonus Ques�ons 

Meaning of the words are only to be asked from children who  are at word or sentence level. If the child is able to tell the 

meanings of 4 out of 5 words s/he has read, mark the child as “yes” ; if not, mark as “no”. 

Meaning of the sentences should only be asked from children who are at sentence level. If the child can read at least 2 out 

of the 4 sentences fluently, than ask the child to translate the sentence into his/her local language. If the child can trans late 

the sentences, mark him/her as a “yes”, otherwise mark him/her as a “no”.  

 How to test General Knowledge?  

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH 

 
This sec�on should only be asked from children who are at “Word” level on English Tool.  

a) Ask the child to see the picture and then ask two ques�ons from the child. Mark “yes” if the 

child answer correctly, otherwise mark as “no”. 

b) Ask the child to complete the sentences by iden�fying the picture of the items drawn on the 
sample. If a child answers any two correctly, mark him/her “yes”, otherwise “no”. 



WHAT TO DO IN A SCHOOL
 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
 

Men�on the name of the Target Village on the top.  

• Take permission from Head Masters/Mistress or Teacher of respec�ve Class before observing the class.  

• Visit any government school in the village with classes from Class 1 to 10 or High School. If there is no High 
school in the village, then go to a middle school, in case middle school is not available than go to a primary 
school. In the top box of the Observa�on Sheet, �ck according to the school type. If there is no government 
school in the village, then go to the nearest Government School located in a nearby village.  

• If there a village has a Boy’s High School and a Girl’s High School, preference should be given to the girl’s school.

• Meet the Head Master/Head Mistress (if the Head Master/Mistress (HM) is absent, then meet the senior most 
teacher of the school) and take the following informa�on: 

• Record the name of the School, name of the village, name of Tehsil/Taluka, District/Agency and the 
Province. 

• Tick the respec�ve box for type of school i.e. High, Middle, Primary or Others. 

• Tick type of school (by enrolment):  

• Boys and Girls School 

• Boys only School 

• Girls only School 

• Tick Medium of School 

• English 

• Urdu 

• Pashto 

• Sindhi 

• Arabic 

• Or any other medium 

• EMIS/BEMIS/SEMIS Code: write the EMIS/BEMIS/SEMIS code of the school. 

• Write down school since (Establishment Year).  

• If it is a private school, as if the school is affiliated with any NGO.  

• Note the Time of Entry into the school and Time of Exit from School. 

• Date of visit: write the date of survey 

• Day of visit: write the day of survey 

• Name of surveyors: write the names of both surveyors 
 
When at the school, ask the Head Master for the enrollment register or any official document on the enrollment in that 

school.  

What to do in Government/Private School?  

Children’s Enrolment & A�endance:  (Sec�on I) 

1. ASK for the registers of all the Classes and fill in the enrollment. If there is more than one sec�on for same 
class, add the enrolment of all the sec�ons and write accordingly.    

2. Make sure the HM has introduced you to the teacher. If not, introduce yourself and ASER. Request for his/her 
permission to collect informa�on on the classroom.  

3. MOVE AROUND the class/area where children are seated and take down their a�endance class-wise by 
coun�ng them YOURSELF. You may need to seek help from the teachers to dis�nguish children class -wise as 
they are normally found seated in mixed groups. In such a case, ask children from each standard to raise their 

hands. Count the number of raised hands and accordingly fill the same in the observa�on sheet, class -wise. 
Please note that you should only COUNT those children who are physically present in the class.   

4. You can fill this informa�on a�er you have collected all informa�on from school records and registers. But 
make sure you do the head count of children enrolled in the school yourself also.    

5. Ask head teacher about school fee, separately for each class and record it in the relevant box.   
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Class Room Observa�ons (Observe and Ask if required): (Sec�on II) 

1. This sec�on is to be filled for Class 2 and Class 8 only (in case of a primary school, do class 2 only). If there is 
more than one sec�on for a class, then randomly choose any one. Write down the Class with whom these 
classes are si�ng. 

2. Is there a usable black/white board in the class? Yes/No – write yourself on the black/white board to find out.  
3. OBSERVE if children have their textbooks at least of one subject, ask the children to show English textbook or 

that of Urdu to make a correct assessment. 
4. Apart from the textbooks, OBSERVE if there is any other supplementary material (e.g. books, charts on the wall, 

board games, etc.) in the room. Mark accordingly for each class you observe.  
5. OBSERVE where the Class is si�ng (room, veranda, outdoor) and fill accordingly.  

 

Health and Disability (Observe and Ask if required): (Sec�on III) 

Request the Head Teacher to provide informa�on on health and disability sec�on and �ck relevant.   

a) Do you have children with disability in your school?  

b) If yes, how many? Ask for total number and gender wise informa�on.  

c) Type of Disability (Tick relevant)  

d) Do you have special facili�es / personnel available? (Tick relevant)  

 

Teachers: (Sec�on IV) 

1. Request the Head Teacher to provide you informa�on on teachers in the school. Collect and note down the 
informa�on on:  

 

a. Number of sanc�oned posts for head and regular teaching posi�ons (Only for Government school). Mark separately. 
b. Number of head teacher and regular teachers appointed (male and female both). Mark separately. 
c. ECE teacher/ECE assistant: If the school has ECE teacher or assistant.  
d. Contract/Para teachers: If the school has para -teachers or teachers appointed by the School Management 

Commi�ee (SMC), local government, or community. Mark that separately.  
e. Number of Teachers present on the day of the survey.  
f. Number of Teachers living in this village, if applicable.  
g. Also ask each category of teachers (Head Teacher, regular teachers, para -teachers) whether they reside in 

the village or a neighbouring village. Count the number of teachers residing in the same visited village and 
write this number in the observa�on sheet. 

h. Men�on the number of sweepers and faraash separately.  
  



No. of Qualified Teaching Staff: (Sec�on V – Govt. School Sheet & Sec�on VI - Pvt. School Sheet) 

Qualifica�ons of teachers should be incorporated separa tely in the form of their:  

• Educa�onal Levels i.e. Below Matric, Matric, FA/F.Sc, BA, B.Sc, MA/M.Sc, M.Phil or any other. Count teachers 
for their respec�ve highest educa�onal level and men�on the count in the respec�ve boxes.  

• Professional Qualifica�on i.e. none, CT, PTC, B.Ed, M.Ed, Others etc. Count teachers for their respec�ve 
professional qualifica�ons and men�on the count in the respec�ve boxes.  

 
Note: Total numbers of teachers must be equal to total number of appointed teachers.  

No. of Teachers who got training in the last Year (July 2020 –Till Date): (Sec�on VI – Govt. School Sheet & Sec�on VII - 

Pvt. School Sheet) 

This requires you to enlist number of teachers who got any training in the previous year, see the date men�oned above 

to count what is meant by one year. If yes, determine the �me period for the training e.g. None, less than 15 days, 15 -

30 days, and more than 30 days.  

SMC/SC/PTA Informa�on: (Sec�on VII– Govt. School Sheet) 

• Is SMC/SC/PTA/PTC/PTSMC ac�ve? Yes or No 

• Write the total number of members.  

• Write the number of ac�ve members.  

• Write amount in bank 

• Write last mee�ng date 
 

Facili�es in the School: (Sec�on VIII – Govt. School Sheet & Pvt. School Sheet)  
Observe and mark yes if present and no otherwise:  

• Is there a complete boundary wall/fence?  

• Is there a playground in the school? 

• Does the school have an electricity connec�on? 

• Does the school have solar panels? 

• Does the school have a working library? 

• Does the school have smart Boards? 

• Is there useable furniture available in this school? 

• Running water available in handwashing sinks? 

• Soap/Handwash available in handwashing sinks? 

• Are there useable toilets/latrines for students?  

• Are there separate toilets for girls and boys? 

• Running water available in toilets? 

• Are disinfectants available for cleaning? 

• Are toilets clean? 

• Clean drinking water available for students? 

• Isola�on room available? 

• First aid equipment available? 

• Covid-19 test done in schools by the government? 
 

• Total number of rooms in the school (count yourself) 

• Total number of classrooms being used by students (count yourself) 

• Average size of the classroom (in square feet)  

• Sea�ng Arrangement (in feet) 

203 ASER Pakistan 2021



  

204ASER Pakistan 2021

• No. of handwashing sinks without running water (count yourself)  

• No. of handwashing sinks without soap/handwash (count yourself) 

• No. of handwashing sinks (outside toilets) 

• No. of handwashing sinks (inside toilets)  

• No. of Wuzu taps 

• No. of toilets for teachers only  

• No. of toilets for students only  

• No. of toilets without running water (count yourself)  

• No. of Covid-19 Tests done in school 

• No. of posi�ve cases iden�fied 
 
Covid-19 Precau�ons: (Sec�on IX– Govt. School Sheet & Pvt. School Sheet) 
Observe and mark yes if present and no otherwise:  
Alternate day Schooling? 
Awareness posters/IEC material displayed in school? 
Temperature check at entrance? 
Hand sani�za�on at entrance? 
Masks wore by teachers and students at school? 
Hand sani�zer available inside or outside every classroom for students  
School policy on suspected Covid-19 cases:  

a. Move them to isola�on room 
b. Send the person home immediately 
c. Call nearby health facility 
d. Call Covid-19 helpline 
e. No policy 
f. Other 

School's Leave policy for Confirmed Posi�ve Cases: 
a. Con�nue learning/teaching from home 
b. 14-days leave 
c. Return back to school only a�er a nega�ve Covid test  
d. No policy 
e. Other 

Is there a computer lab? 
Is internet available in the school? 
If yes, internet available in:  

a. computer labs? 
b. offices? 
c. classrooms? 

 

Page No 2 (Only for Government School Sheet) 

• Record Name of the School, name of the village, name of Tehsil/Taluka, District/Agency and the Province.  

• Record Name of Head Teacher/Principal, School phone number and Head Teacher/Principal mobile number.  

• The Head Master should be requested to provide informa�on for this sec�on. In the absence of the Head 
Master, ask Senior Most teacher OR the person who is in charge of the school to provide informa�on for this 
sec�on.  
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School Fund Informa�on: (Sec�on X – Govt. School Sheet) 

1. For this sec�on, note down informa�on for July 2020 to June 2021. 
2. Get funds informa�on for SMC/SC/PTA/PTC/PTSMC FUNDS, FAROGH-E-TALEEM FUND, TUCK SHOP FUND, 

RENT FOR CYCLE STAND, AND SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION. You can write down the name of other source of 
funds in the addi�onal space given if there are any.  

3. Ask if the school got a fund. If yes, then note down the amount and when this fund was received, write down 
the month and year in which fund was received. If the person answering this sec�on says that he/she is going 
to receive the fund in the future, then mark “no”. 

4. If the fund was received ask if the school has spent the en�re fund? Yes, No, Do not know.  
5. There are instruc�ons under this section asking where the school fund was spent? Mark which is relevant.   
6. Ask the person answering this sec�on about the fund in a way that the person does not feel threatened or 

uncomfortable. If the person refuses to answer or is hesitant to answer this sec �on, then do not force the 
person and move on to the next sec�on. The remaining ques�ons of this sec�on should be le� BLANK.  
 

School Fund Informa�on: (Sec�on XI – Govt. School Sheet) 

This sec�on is similar to sec�on X other than the date by which you are required to record the informa�on for school 

fund. Record the informa�on for school fund from July 2021 to date of survey. 

School Fund Informa�on:  

Below the fund sec�on, also mark the relevant fields that inquire whether the fund was spend on u�li�es such as class 

room construc�on, school uniform, repair of computer etc.   

Only for Private School Sheet 

School Fund Informa�on: (Sec�on V – Pvt. School Sheet) 

1. For this sec�on, note down informa�on for July 2020 to June 2021 and July 2021 to date. 
2. Write down the name of the person who provided the informa�on.  
3. If the school gets any funds from Government/ Private Individual/NGO, mark yes or no accordingly.  
4. If the school got a fund, then note down the amount and when this fund was received, write down the month 

and year in which fund was received. If the person answering this sec�on says that he/she is going to receive 
the Fund in the future, then mark “no”. Also write the name of the Department/Organiza�on giving the fund. 

5. If the school received a fund, then note down where that fund was spent or used.   
6. Ask the person answering this sec�on about the fund in a way that the person does not feel threatened or 

uncomfortable. If the person refuses to answer or is hesitant to answer this sec�on, then do not force the 
person and move on to the next sec�on. The remaining ques�ons of this sec�on should be le� BLANK.  
 

Note the �me of exit from the school. 
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2021
Facilitated by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi

SAMPLE DESCRIPTION

ASER Pakistan 2021

 

 

Province

 

Districts 
covered

 

Villages 
covered

 

Households 
covered

 

Mother

 

Schools

 

Govt

 

Pvt

 

Total

 

AZAD JAMMU AND KASHMIR

 

10

 

294

 

5820

 

5843

 

286

 

257

 

543

 

BALOCHISTAN

 

35

 

1018

 

20158

 

20223

 

938

 

105

 

1043

 

GILGIT-BALTISTAN

 

14

 

403

 

7916

 

8015

 

371

 

191

 

562

 

ISLAMABAD CAPITAL TERRITORY

 

1

 

30

 

594

 

620

 

30

 

26

 

56

 

KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA

 

32

 

937

 

18592

 

19030

 

901

 

463

 

1364

 

PUNJAB 35

 

1018

 

20062

 

19814

 

910

 

446

 

1356

 

SINDH 25

 

720

 

14273

 

14355

 

660

 

114

 

774

 

NATIONAL 152

 

4420

 

87415

 

87900

 

4096

 

1602

 

5698

 

Province

 
3-16 years children

 

5-16 years children

 

5-16 years children assessed

 

Male

 
Female

 
Transgender

 
Total

 
Male

 
Female

 
Transgender

 
Total

 
Male

 
Female

 
Transgender

 
Total

 

AZAD JAMMU AND 
KASHMIR

8589
 

7527
 

24
 

16140
 

7786
 

6740
 

21
 

14547
 

7786
 

6739
 

21
 

14546
 

BALOCHISTAN 36559 27527 105 64191 31123 22405 99 53627 30741  21730  90  52561  

GILGIT-BALTISTAN 11536 8883 7 20426 9974 7464 7 17445 9974  7464  7  17445  
ISLAMABAD 
CAPITAL 
TERRITORY

 

978
 

691
 

1
 

1670
 

874
 

586
 

1
 

1461
 

874
 

586
 

1
 

1461
 

KHYBER 
PAKHTUNKHWA

 

31491

 
21386

 
71

 
52948

 
27912

 
18191

 
67

 
46170

 
27825

 
18027

 
64

 
45916

 
PUNJAB 27573

 

23248

 

246

 

51067

 

24305

 

20282

 

219

 

44806

 

24233

 

20219

 

218

 

44670

 SINDH 24029

 

17376

 

131

 

41536

 

21309

 

14903

 

120

 

36332

 

20931

 

14459

 

116

 

35506

 NATIONAL 140755

 

106638

 

585

 

247978

 

123283

 

90571

 

534

 

214388

 

122364

 

89224

 

517

 

212105
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ASER Pakistan Secretariat 
Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi (ITA)

Lahore Office: 
1/A, Canal Park, Gulberg II, 
Lahore, Pakistan
Tel: (+92-42) 35711107-9

Article: 25-A Right to Education

The State shall provide free and compulsory education to all children of the 
age of five to sixteen years in such manner as may be determined by law.
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